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Good morning and welcome to worship! This morning, we continue our series on the Book of James,
looking this week at James 2:1-17, which includes the book’s most famous phrase: “faith without works
is dead.” In these words and throughout the passage James confronts us with a challenge not to
over-spiritualize or sentimentalize our faith. There is an unbreakable link between what we believe
about God and how we live. It’s good news! Ours is a God who loves us enough to care deeply and
intimately about every aspect of us, especially how we treat one another.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

“Melody in E flat”

*CALL TO WORSHIP
We long for living faith
and so we come to worship
hoping that our time together, our time with God
will help to unclench our fists
will slowly soften our hearts
will quiet our voices and open our ears.
Revive our faith, O God
that we might serve you with glad and joyful hearts.
*PROCESSIONAL HYMN

“Hail to the Lord’s Anointed”

Ludwig Van Beethoven

*OPENING PRAYER
God of us all, your grace and mercy fill our lives every day. We give you our
thanks and praise. Too often, we forget or ignore your presence in our
lives. Too often, we treat your children unequally, deeming some more
important than others. Too often, we forget that our daily actions need
to reflect our faith. Forgive us, and lead us to embrace abundant life for all
of your children. In the name of Christ, we pray. Amen.
MOMENTS WITH CHILDREN

Jennifer Martin

PROCLAMATION OF GOD’S WORD
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON
James 2:1-17
Catherine Ragsdale
This is the Word of God for the People of God. Thanks be to God.
SERMON

The Rev. George Ragsdale

RESPONSE TO GOD’S WORD
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried;
the third day he rose from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

INVITATION TO PRAYER

“Take Me As I Am”
Take, O take me as I am
Summon out what I shall be
Set your seal upon my heart
And live in me
(Repeat)

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION
After each petition we enter into the prayer together with these words:
Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE
GIVING OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS
Offertory
“We Are Called”
Becki Slagle Mayo
Arise, arise, O church of God!
We are called to be God’s people, going forth in love and grace.
We are called to shine in darkness as we journey from this place.
We are called to serve each other, called to be God’s hands and feet.
We are called to show compassion, sharing Christ with all we meet.
We are called to love our neighbor, called to help a world in need.
We are called to be disciples, sharing Christ in word and deed.
Arise , O church of God, proclaim in one accord
the story of redeeming love, the message of our Lord.
*Act of Praise

“Doxology”
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God above ye heavenly hosts!
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

THANKSGIVING AND COMMUNION
*TAKING THE BREAD AND CUP
*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of
your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the
name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
... as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.
... now and for ever.
Amen.
*The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespassagainst us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.
*BREAKING THE BREAD
SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you have
given yourself to us. Grant that we may go into the world in the strength
of your Spirit, to give ourselves for others in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

GOING FORTH AS WITNESSES TO THE WORLD
*BENEDICTION
*RECESSIONAL HYMN
*POSTLUDE

“All Who Love and Serve Your City”
“In the Cross of Christ”
*Those who are able please stand.

Edward Broughton

Welcome to First United Methodist Church of Belmont! We’re glad that you’ve chosen to
worship with us this morning. We invite you to explore all the opportunities we have for children, youth
and adults of all ages and stages of life. We seek to be a community of faith that welcomes all as we
grow to be more like Jesus Christ for our community, loving and serving God and one another in all that
we do.
We’d love to know you joined us for worship this morning!
If you haven’t done so already, please take a moment to sign-in electronically
using this QR code.

If you are a guest with us, we are honored to have you with us. Please stop by the welcome
table in the narthex as you leave this morning to receive a small gift and more information about our
church. We look forward to getting to know you in the days to come! Welcome!
Children are always welcome in worship. We celebrate the joy of having little ones worshipping
alongside us! Children’s bulletins, worship bags and liturgy boxes are available in the narthex to help
them participate fully. Nurseries are available for children through Pre-K. Our ushers will be happy to
direct you.
ABOUT TODAY’S BULLETIN COVER Born in Mississippi in 1892, Elijah Pierce was the son of a
former slave. A humble barber, lay preacher and master woodcarver, he died in 1984, famed as one of
America’s greatest self-taught artists. In this painting, he depicts the moment of his own salvation: faced
with choosing between an old Sears Roebuck “wish book” catalog or the Holy Bible and his imaginative
understanding of what would happen if he made the “wrong choice.” You can follow the story from left to
right, top to bottom. Obey God and Live is about the decision to choose God’s way of humble love,
service and justice over a life of excessive material possessions. Pierce imagines much grace in the
expectations God has for his life: the “Hand of God” can be seen reaching down to show him the way of
true, abundant life.
THE ROSEBUD is in celebration of the birth of a son, Theodore Martin Henry to Karen and Matthew
Henry on August 31, 2021.

Midweek Service of
Holy Communion
Wednesday at 5:15 p.m.

Sept. 8 Menu:
BBQ with buns, slaw, baked
beans and potato salad.

Reading Women Bookclub
Led by The Rev. Ellen Robison
The group will meet monthly
on the 2nd Tuesday
beginning on September 14 at 7:00 p.m.
For questions, please contact
Ellen Robison at ellen@fumcbelmont.org

SAVE THE
DATE!

FIRST KIDS

YOUTH

Belmont Historical Society Bake Sale
on Saturday, September 18

CANCELLED

WEEKLY CALENDAR
Sunday, September 5
8:30 a.m.
Worship
9:15 a.m.
Breakfast
10:00 a.m.
Sunday School
11:00 a.m.
Worship

Thursday, September 9
7:00 p.m.
Square 2
Friday, September 10
Saturday, September 11

Monday, September 6
Church Office Closed
Tuesday, September 7
Deadline for Sept. 19th
bulletin information
Wednesday, September 8
5:15 p.m.
Holy Communion
5:30 p.m.
Meet in the Middle
5:30 p.m.
Alleluia Choir
6:00 p.m.
Handbell Rehearsal
6:30 p.m.
Anxiety & Faith
6:30 p.m.
Tweens
6:30 p.m.
Try Not to Laugh
6:30 p.m.
Coping with Anxiety
7:00 p.m.
Chancel Choir Rehearsal
6:30 p.m.
Encounter

Sunday, September 12
8:30 a.m.
Worship
9:15 a.m.
Breakfast
10:00 a.m.
Sunday School
11:00 a.m.
Worship
12:00 p.m.
Pizza with the Pastor
5:00 p.m.
Connect

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER
John and Betsy McKee’s daughter, Natalie (Ann McKenny)
The family of Paul Fuller, Amanda Currier's father, who passed away on August 31
Nicole Stanforth's grandmother, Sue Ananda
The family of Terry Dunigan, Casey Dunigan's father, who passed away August 26
Alice Farris' brother-in-law, Steve. Remember Steve's wife, Janet, as well
Beverly Karr
David and Kristin Washam, and their children Lexie and Reese
Judy Harris
Mike Shrauder
The family of RoseMary Taylor, who passed away on Friday in Decatur, Georgia
Cindy Groner
Nicholas, as he gets ready to transition to college
Ken and Melanie Davis, former members (Teri Wilson)
Phil Agee's mother, Winnie Agee
You can submit prayer requests using our
online prayer request card, found at
www.fumcbelmont.org/request, or by
clicking this QR code:
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