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Welcome to worship! One of our core values at First United Methodist Church is active curious faith, so
we always make room to ask and explore questions together. That’s what we’re doing in our current
worship series, Why? This morning, we turn to the question “Why can’t I see God’s will for my
life?” What is God’s “plan” for our lives? Does God predetermine every aspect of who we are and what
we will be? In today’s scripture, Saint Paul urges us to lead lives “worthy of the Lord.” So maybe God’s
will for us looks more like a hope and desire for each of us to love and serve faithfully than a predetermined script. We find and know God’s will for us collaboratively, responding to God’s desires for all of us
in our own unique ways.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

“How Great Thou Art”
Jessica Rebecca, soloist

arr. Dan Forrest

*CALL TO WORSHIP
Margie Ligon
God calls out to us with encouragement and a challenge: Lead lives worthy of God’s
reign and glory.
We desire to live as God intends; we will work and rest in God’s care.
Live in faithfulness to one another and to God who calls you forth in his service.
The Word of God is at work in us;
in him we witness and are more than conquerors.
Blessed are all who seek their strength in God alone, happy are they who live the gospel.
May God be praised in all we do and say; may we be gentle apostles
and courageous disciples.
PROCESSIONAL HYMN

“Maker in Whom We Live”

*OPENING PRAYER
Our hope is in you, Lord, our hearts belong to heaven. Our hope comes from
the gospel, the word of the truth that you brought to us. May it bear
abundant fruit in our lives. Let the whole world be filled with your hope! As
we grow in faith, help us truly comprehend your grace, O God; help us
understand this amazing grace, as we seek to lead lives worthy of you, O Lord.
In Jesus' name, we pray. Amen.
MOMENTS WITH CHILDREN

Jennifer Martin

PROCLAMATION OF GOD’S WORD
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON
Colossians 1:1-14
This is the Word of God for the People of God. Thanks be to God.
SERMON

John Tria

The Rev. George Ragsdale

RESPONSE TO GOD’S WORD
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried;
the third day he rose from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

INVITATION TO PRAYER

“Don’t Be Afraid”

Don’t be afraid, my love is stronger.
My love is stronger than your fear.
Don’t be afraid, my love is stronger.
And I have promised, promised to be always near.
PRAYER OF INTERCESSION
After each petition we enter into the prayer together with these words:
Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
GIVING OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS
Offertory
“I Want Jesus to Walk With Me”
Jessica Rebecca, soloist
*Act of Praise

“Doxology”
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God above ye heavenly hosts!
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

*Prayer of Dedication
*The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.

GOING FORTH AS WITNESSES TO THE WORLD
RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS
*BENEDICTION
*RECESSIONAL HYMN

“He Leadeth Me”

*POSTLUDE

“Toccata in F”

D. Wagner

*Those who are able please stand.

Welcome to First United Methodist Church of Belmont! We’re glad that you’ve chosen to
worship with us this morning. We invite you to explore all the opportunities we have for children, youth
and adults of all ages and stages of life. We seek to be a community of faith that welcomes all as we
grow to be more like Jesus Christ for our community, loving and serving God and one another in all that
we do.
We’d love to know you joined us for worship this morning! If you haven’t
done so already, please take a moment to sign-in electronically using this QR code.

If you are a guest with us, we are honored to have you with us. Please stop by the welcome
table in the narthex as you leave this morning to receive a small gift and more information about our
church. We look forward to getting to know you in the days to come! Welcome!
Children are always welcome in worship. We celebrate the joy of having little ones worshipping
alongside us! Children’s bulletins, worship bags and liturgy boxes are available in the narthex to help
them participate fully. Nurseries are available for children through Pre-K. Our ushers will be happy to
direct you.
WELCOME, NEW MEMBERS This morning we are blessed to welcome new members into our
church family. Joining today at our 11:00 service are Ed and Gail Hanigan by Transfer of Membership
from Salem United Methodist Church in Haw River, NC; John and Barbara Tria by Transfer of Membership
from St. Luke United Methodist Church in Pensacola, FL; and Anne Tria by Transfer of Membership from
Christ the King Catholic Mission in Kings Mountain, NC. If you would like more information about joining
our church family, please call or email Pastor George (704-249-0645 or george@fumcbelmont.org).
An informal pizza luncheon for newcomers and guests has been scheduled for September 12 at noon
with Pastor George and members of our staff and congregation. All are welcome to attend.
In many ways different from the rest of the
New Testament, The Book of James offers
sensible, practical wisdom and advice for
people of faith in across the ages. Again
and again, James invites us to live out our
discipleship, expressing what we believe in
the way we live. As we journey together
through this book, we’ll rediscover a vision
of faith that is alive, impactful, and central to life itself. Join us beginning August 29!

FREE
LUNCH

for all our young
adults heading back
to college

AUGUST 11 | 11:30
~See Margie for more details~

Jesus of the table, you gathered unexpected people around hearths of hospitality. You
stretched out your hand for grapes and bread, for wine and welcome. May we populate
our tables with all kinds of people. Because at the table our hearts can be glad for a while.
Amen.
-Padraig O Tuama
We are excited to announce that Meet in the Middle fellowship nights are returning September 8
and continuing through November 17. Each week we’ll offer dinner from 5:30 to 6:30 in
Carpenter Hall. Menus will be posted at www.fumcbelmont.org/meetmiddle. Meals cost $8
per adult, and we’re asking those who join us to contribute what they can. Children’s meals will
be free. If you’d be willing to help serve/clean up each week, reach out to Adrian Lunsford at
adrianlunsford@yahoo.com.
A brief service of Holy Communion will again be offered at 5:15 in the sanctuary (or Carpenter
Hall, as construction gets under way). Following dinner a variety of programs and offerings will be
available for children, youth and adults of all ages. Make plans now to join us!
Menu for September 8: BBQ with buns, slaw, baked beans and chips.

BLOOD DRIVE AT SOUTHPOINT UMC South Point
United Methodist Church at 510 South Point Road will be
hosting a Blood Drive through the American Red Cross on
Tuesday, August 31 from 2 to 6:30 p.m. You can schedule an
appointment at www.redcrossblood.org.

FIRST KIDS

August
Memory Verse

Today is the final day to register for
Camp Suit Up. Register at
www.fumcbelmont.org/kids.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
Sunday, August 8
8:30 a.m.
Worship
9:15 a.m.
Breakfast
10:00 a.m.
Sunday School
11:00 a.m.
Worship
3:00 p.m.
Sassafras Bluegrass Band
7:00 p.m.
Senior Send Off Color Party
Monday, August 9
7:00 p.m.
Service and Missions Meeting
Tuesday, August 10
Deadline for August 22nd
bulletin information

Wednesday, August 11
7:00 p.m.
Women’s Small Group
Thursday, August 12
Friday, August 13
Saturday, August 14
9:00 a.m.
Camp Suit Up
Sunday, August 15
8:30 a.m.
Worship
9:15 a.m.
Breakfast
10:00 a.m.
Sunday School
11:00 a.m.
Worship

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER
Nicholas, as he gets ready to transition to college
Ken and Melanie Davis, former members (Teri Wilson)
Phil Agee's mother, Winnie Agee
Madeline Snyder (Bruce Snyder)
Amanda Currier’s father, Paul Fuller
Katie Sparrow Hedrick, niece of Meredith Bowen
Jaci Atkins Miller, niece of Connie Atkins
The family and friends of Dot Willis upon her passing (Sharon Lochaby)
You can submit prayer requests using our
online prayer request card, found at
www.fumcbelmont.org/request, or by
clicking this QR code:

