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Welcome to First United Methodist Church of Belmont! This morning, we’re continuing our
summer series exploring the significance of vines and vineyards in scripture. Today we turn to
John 15:1-8, an excerpt from Jesus’ final words to the disciples as they shared a last supper
together before Jesus’ betrayal and arrest in the Garden of Gethsemane. Jesus offers powerful
words to the disciples, and to us, about how to survive the chaos and confusion that was coming.
“Abide in me,” Jesus says. In vineyards, the best grapes are the ones closest to the central vine, so
vine growers prune and trim vines to keep them short, and close. Jesus says that God, like a vine
grower, performs a kind of spiritual pruning in our lives. What prevents you from being close to
Jesus, the true vine? What might God need to prune away so that you can abide in Christ?

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRAISE AND PRAYER
PRELUDE

“O Beautiful for Spacious Skies”

arr. Edward Broughton

*CALL TO WORSHIP
Margie Ligon
God is the True Vine,
And we are the branches.
Connected to God;
Connected to bear fruit!
Connected to God;
Or we wither away.
Connected to God;
Or useless!
We come to worship God, who is the True Vine.
God, teach us how to remain connected so that we might bear good fruit!

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN No. 147

“All Things Bright and Beautiful”

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Source of love and life, your glory knows no bounds. We yearn to set aside
our fears, but we are often afraid. We long to love our sisters and
brothers, but we often feel alienated from them. We desire to abide in you
as you abide in us, but we can’t seem to figure out how. Show us once
more how to love, for only love can cast out our fear. Show us how to love
one another well, for only then can we truly know you. Show how to
abide in your vine, for only then can we bear the fruit that glorifies your
name. Amen.
*WORDS OF ASSURANCE
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
Glory to God. Amen.
*GLORIA PATRI No. 70
MOMENTS WITH CHILDREN

Jennifer Martin

PROCLAMATION OF GOD’S WORD
*GOSPEL LESSON N.T. pg. 109
John 15:1-18
This is the Word of God for the People of God. Thanks be to God.
SERMON

The Rev. George Ragsdale

RESPONSE TO GOD’S WORD
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH No. 881
INVITATION TO PRAYER

Marsha Harris

The Apostles Creed

The Lord of Life, a vine is he
And grafted to him we must be;
And thus we yield abundantly
Sweet fruit for all to taste and see.
If we be joined to him we know
His strength and power will help us grow.
His Spirit’s grace through us will flow
To prune and shape us as we go.

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION
After each petition we enter into the prayer together with these words:
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE
GIVING OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS
Offertory
“We Shall Walk Through the Valley in Peace”
We shall walk through the valley of the shadow of death.
We shall walk through the valley in peace.
And if Jesus himself shall be our leader,
We shall walk through the valley in peace.
There will be no sorrowing there.
And if Jesus himself shall be our leader,
We shall walk through the valley in peace.

W. Appling

THANKSGIVING AND COMMUNION
*ACT OF PRAISE

“Doxology”
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God above ye heavenly hosts!
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

TAKING THE BREAD AND CUP
*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING (Hymnal No. 17-18)
*THE LORD’S PRAYER (Hymnal No. 895)
*BREAKING THE BREAD
SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you havegiven
yourself to us. Grant that we may go into the world in the strength of
your Spirit, to give ourselves for others in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

EXTENDING THE TABLE
This morning, lay communion servers come forward to receive consecrated bread and
wine from this morning’s worship to share with homebound members who cannot be
present today. We pray for them, remembering God’s grace that unites us as one within
Christ’s holy church. If you are aware of someone who would like to receive who cannot
be present here, speak with Pastor George after today’s service.

GOING FORTH AS WITNESSES TO THE WORLD
RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS

Brad and Kelly Davis

*BENEDICTION
*RECESSIONAL HYMN No. 694
*POSTLUDE

“Come, Ye Thankful People, Come”
“Antioch”

arr. Dale Wood

*Those who are able please stand.

Welcome to First United Methodist Church of Belmont! We’re glad that you’ve chosen to
worship with us this morning. We invite you to explore all the opportunities we have for children, youth
and adults of all ages and stages of life. We seek to be a community of faith that welcomes all as we
grow to be more like Jesus Christ for our community, loving and serving God and one another in all that
we do.
If you are a guest with us, we are honored to have you with us. Please stop by one of the tables
by the exit doors as you leave this morning to receive a small gift and more information about our church.
We look forward to getting to know you in the days to come! Welcome!
We’d love to know you joined us for worship this morning!
If you haven’t done so already, please take a moment to sign-in by using this QR code or
sign the attendance pad located at the end of your pew.
WELCOME, NEW MEMBERS This morning we are blessed to welcome new members into our
church family. Joining today at our 11:00 service are Brad and Kelly Davis by Transfer of Membership
from Christ Episcopal Church in Charlotte. We also welcome their children: Elliot, Coralyn and Harrison! If
you would like more information about joining our church family, please speak to Pastor George after
today’s service, or call or email him at 704-249-0645 or george@fumcbelmont.org.

YOUTH grades 7-12

FIRST KIDS
JUNE MEMORY VERSE

WEEKLY CALENDAR
Sunday, July 3
8:30 a.m.
9:15 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

Worship
Breakfast
Sunday School
Adult Combined Sunday School
in Old Fellowship Hall
Worship

Monday, July 4

Thursday, July 7
Friday, July 8
Saturday, July 9

Tuesday, July 5

10:00 a.m.

Wednesday, July 6
1:30 p.m.
The Vinedressers Notebook
Small Group

Information due for July 17
bulletin
Staff Meeting

Sunday, July 10
8:30 a.m.
9:15 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

Worship
Breakfast
Sunday School
Pastries with the Pastor
Worship

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER
Richard and Wanda Randolph
Mark Hux (Elizabeth Maynard)
The family and friends of Mark Ressa, who passed away June 15 (Catherine Ragsdale)
Randy Crane, friend of Stuart Bondurant
The Delany family, upon the death of Hollan's Uncle, Brad Taylor
Mike Guzman and family (Jane Herstine)
Kristie Murrell (cousin of Maggie Moore)
Vickie Sexton (friend of Maggie Moore)

You can submit prayer requests to prayers@fumcbelmont.org or by clicking this QR code:

CHURCH FLOWERS
The 2022 calendar for placing flowers in the church is still
available in the hallway outside Carpenter Hall. You can sign up to
place flowers in the church on Sundays to the glory of God and to
honor or remember loved ones or special occasions.
Flowers may be ordered from WinterPast Flowers 704-825-5172
or you can provide your own.
Please email Carole at carole@fumcbelmont.org and give her
instructions for noting the flowers in the bulletin.

