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Welcome to First United Methodist Church of Belmont! This morning, we’re continuing our
summer series exploring scriptures that mention vines and vineyards. Today, we turn to Luke 13
and a curious story Jesus told about a fruitless fig tree planted in a vineyard. When the owner
discovered its lack of fruit, he vowed to cut it down. But the owner’s manager begged for another
chance. “Give it one more year,” he pleaded. And so, the fig tree was spared, given another year
to produce a harvest. Do you ever feel like that fig tree – weighed down, unproductive, uncertain
of your place? Listen this morning for a word of peace, hope and encouragement from God.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRAISE AND PRAYER
PRELUDE

“My Faith Looks Up to Thee”

*CALL TO WORSHIP
Adapted from Lamentations 3
Your steadfast love, Lord, never ceases,
Your mercies never come to an end;
They are new every morning; so let us proclaim –
Great is Your faithfulness. Great is Your love. Great is Your mercy.
And greatly is Your name to be praised!
*PROCESSIONAL HYMN No. 140

“Great Is Thy Faithfulness”

Robert Lau

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Loving God, you show us grace and mercy, again and again and again. You
shower gifts on us that we could never earn, and you are slow to punish
us when we most deserve it. All too often, we forget to give you thanks. We
take your grace for granted, and we assume your mercy will always be
there. Even worse, we are so slow to share your grace and mercy with others,
out of gratitude for what you have done for us in Jesus Christ. Forgive
us for these and all our sins, we pray in Jesus’ name, Amen.
*WORDS OF ASSURANCE
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
Glory to God. Amen.
*GLORIA PATRI No. 70
MOMENTS WITH CHILDREN

Jennifer Martin

PROCLAMATION OF GOD’S WORD
*GOSPEL LESSON N.T. pg. 76
Luke 13:1-9
Catherine Ragsdale
This is the Word of God for the People of God. Thanks be to God.
SERMON

The Rev. George Ragsdale

RESPONSE TO GOD’S WORD
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH No. 881
INVITATION TO PRAYER

The Apostles Creed

The Lord of Life, a vine is he
And grafted to him we must be;
And thus we yield abundantly
Sweet fruit for all to taste and see.
The vine is he, the branches we
For now and to eternity.
His word sown deep in us will be
Both sun and rain…sufficiency.

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION
After each petition we enter into the prayer together with these words:
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
GIVING OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS
Offertory
“I Will Lift Up My Eyes”
I will lift up my eyes to the hills,
from whence does my help come?
My help comes from the Lord,
who maketh heaven and earth.
He will not let your foot be moved,
he who keeps you will never sleep.
He who watches o’er Israel
shall neither slumber nor sleep.
The Lord is your keeper,
the shade at your right hand.
The sun shall not smite you by day,
nor the moon by night.
The Lord will keep you from evil,
he will keep your life.
The Lord will keep your going out
and your coming in
both now and ever more.
*Act of Praise

“Doxology”
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God above ye heavenly hosts!
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

*Prayer of Dedication
*The Lord’s Prayer (Hymnal No. 895)

GOING FORTH AS WITNESSES TO THE WORLD
COMMISSIONING OF VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL TEAM
*BENEDICTION

John Purifoy

*RECESSIONAL HYMN No. 383
*POSTLUDE

“This Is a Day of New Beginnings”
“The Light From on High”

David Paxton

*Those who are able please stand.
Welcome to First United Methodist Church of Belmont! We’re glad that you’ve chosen to
worship with us this morning. We invite you to explore all the opportunities we have for children, youth
and adults of all ages and stages of life. We seek to be a community of faith that welcomes all as we
grow to be more like Jesus Christ for our community, loving and serving God and one another in all that
we do.
If you are a guest with us, we are honored to have you with us. Please stop by one of the tables
by the exit doors as you leave this morning to receive a small gift and more information about our church.
We look forward to getting to know you in the days to come! Welcome!
We’d love to know you joined us for worship this morning!
If you haven’t done so already, please take a moment to sign-in by using this QR code or
sign the attendance pad located at the end of your pew.
About Today’s Bulletin Cover This portrayal of Jesus’ parable of the barren fig tree was painted by
famed American illustrator N.C. Wyeth. It was commissioned as a Christmas card series featuring Jesus’
famous parables in the artist’s trademark style. 600,000 cards were printed and can still be found in
collector’s shops today.

FIRST KIDS
JULY MEMORY VERSE

In reading this, then, you will be able to understand my insight into
the mystery of Christ.
Ephesians 3:4 (NIV)

YOUTH grades 7-12

WEEKLY CALENDAR
Sunday, July 17
8:30 a.m.
9:15 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
5:30 p.m.

Worship
Breakfast
Sunday School
Worship
Vacation Bible School

Monday, July 18

10:00 a.m.
5:30 p.m.

August Newsletter Deadline
July 31st bulletin Deadline
Staff Meeting
Vacation Bible School

Thursday, July 21
5:30 p.m.
Vacation Bible School
Friday, July 22
Saturday, July 23
Sunday, July 24
8:30 a.m.
9:15 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
4:00 p.m.

Worship
Breakfast
Sunday School
Worship
An Afternoon in the Vineyard

Tuesday, July 19
5:30 p.m.
Vacation Bible School
Wednesday, July 20
1:30 p.m.
The Vinedressers Notebook
Small Group
5:30 p.m.
Vacation Bible School

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER
Crystal Crawford, Liz Gray's sister-in-law
The family of Susan Austin, who died on July 5th
Richard and Wanda Randolph
Mark Hux (Elizabeth Maynard)
The family and friends of Mark Ressa, who passed away June 15 (Catherine Ragsdale)
Randy Crane, friend of Stuart Bondurant
The Delany family, upon the death of Hollan's Uncle, Brad Taylor
You can submit prayer requests to prayers@fumcbelmont.org or by clicking this QR code:

