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Good morning and welcome to First United Methodist Church of Belmont! This morning, we
continue our worship series exploring the Book of Acts. Today we turn to Acts 11, the culmination
of a watershed moment in the life of the early church as Gentiles receive the Holy Spirit and are
welcomed into the faith. It was an unexpected turn of events, changing everything the early
Christians believed. In the end, they praised and worshipped God, a God of never-ending surprises!

PRAISE AND PRAYER
*SONG

“This is Amazing Grace”

CCLI Song # 6333821

*PRAYER

Jennifer Martin

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
MOMENTS WITH CHILDREN

PROCLAMATION OF GOD’S WORD
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON (Pg. 130)

Acts 11:1-18

SERMON

Kim Ingram
The Reverend George Ragsdale

RESPONSE TO GOD’S WORD
PRAYER OF INTERCESSION
After each petition we enter into the prayer together with these words:
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE
As a forgiven and reconciled child of God, you are invited to give your offerings and gifts
to God by placing them in the offering plate when you come forward to receive communion.

THANKSGIVING AND COMMUNION
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Loving God, we confess that we are often upset by people who are not like
us— those who think differently, those who act differently, those who
speak differently. Our parched hearts are thirsty for your love. Our dry
spirits are thirsty for your waters of life. Pour your love over us and
transform us, that we may embrace all people as your own. Amen.
WORDS OF ASSURANCE
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
Glory to God. Amen.
*TAKING THE BREAD AND CUP
*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
*THE LORD’S PRAYER
*BREAKING THE BREAD
SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP

“Who You Say I Am”
Who am I that the highest King
Would welcome me
I was lost but He brought me in
Oh His love for me
Oh His love for me
Who the Son sets free
Oh is free indeed
I'm a child of God
Yes I am
Free at last
He has ransomed me
His grace runs deep
While I was a slave to sin
Jesus died for me
Yes He died for me
In my Father's house

CCLI Song # 7102401

There's a place for me
I'm a child of God
Yes I am
I am chosen not forsaken
I am who You say I am
You are for me not against me
I am who You say I am
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

GOING FORTH AS WITNESSES TO THE WORLD
RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS

Jim and Cindy Griffin

*BENEDICTION
*CLOSING SONG

“Make Us One”

CCLI Song # 7091349

*Those who are able please stand

Welcome to First United Methodist Church of Belmont! We’re glad that you’ve chosen to
worship with us this morning. We invite you to explore all the opportunities we have for children, youth
and adults of all ages and stages of life. We seek to be a community of faith that welcomes all as we
grow to be more like Jesus Christ for our community, loving and serving God and one another in all that
we do.
If you are a guest with us, we are honored to have you with us. Please stop by one of the tables
by the exit doors as you leave as you leave this morning to receive a small gift and more information
about our church. We look forward to getting to know you in the days to come! Welcome!
We’d love to know you joined us for worship this morning!
If you haven’t done so already, please take a moment to sign-in by using this QR code or
sign the attendance pad located at the end of your pew.
ABOUT TODAY’S BULLETIN COVER Today’s bulletin cover features a modern icon of Mary, the
Mother of Jesus, called Our Lady of Silence. In it, Mary holds her index finger poised in front of her
closed lips. Pope Francis keeps a copy of this icon in the Vatican. Commissioned in 2010 and
completed by nuns of San Giulio d’Orta, the original was blessed by Francis in 2010. He wrote in gold
pen on the back: “Do not bad-mouth others!”

Welcome, New Members This morning we are blessed to welcome new members into our church
family. Joining today at our 8:30 service by Profession of Faith are Jim and Cindy Griffin. If you would like
more information about joining our church family, please call or email Pastor George (704-249-0645 or
george@fumcbelmont.org) or speak with him after the service today.

YOUTH grades 7-12

