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Good morning and welcome to First United Methodist Church of Belmont! This morning, we
continue our worship series exploring the Book of Acts. Today we turn to Acts 11, the culmination
of a watershed moment in the life of the early church as Gentiles receive the Holy Spirit and are
welcomed into the faith. It was an unexpected turn of events, changing everything the early
Christians believed. In the end, they praised and worshipped God, a God of never-ending surprises!

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

“When Morning Gilds the Skies”

Jason D. Payne

*CALL TO WORSHIP
Based on Psalm 148
God has come among us. Let us rejoice.
Praise the Lord, all creation.
For God’s name alone is exalted.
God’s glory is above heaven and earth.
*PROCESSIONAL HYMN (No. 318)

“Christ Is Alive”

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
God of all people, our hearts are too narrow, our perspectives are too small.
We reject those who are not like us—those with different political
opinions, those who disagree with us. We forget that all are your beloved
children, and neglect your call to love one another. Forgive us, O God,
for the many ways we have failed to be a people known by our love. Show us
how to be more caring. Teach us how to love one another, and make us
faithful disciples. Amen.

*WORDS OF ASSURANCE
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
Glory to God. Amen.
*GLORIA PATRI

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen. Amen.

MOMENTS WITH CHILDREN

Jennifer Martin

PROCLAMATION OF GOD’S WORD
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON (Pg. 130)
Acts 11:1-18
Johnny Williamson
This is the Word of God for the People of God. Thanks be to God.
SERMON

The Reverend George Ragsdale

RESPONSE TO GOD’S WORD
HYMN

“Be Still for the Presence of the Lord”

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son
is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism
for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
PRAYER OF INTERCESSION
After each petition we enter into the prayer together with these words:
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
GIVING OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS
Offertory
“Amazing Grace”
Amazing grace how sweet the sound
That saved a wretch like me.
I once was lost but now am found.
Was blind but now I see.
Amazing grace! So vast and yet so free!
The Son of God, the righteous One,
Is crucified for me.
Twas grace that taught my heart to fear
And grace my fears relieved;
How precious did that grace appear,
The hour I first believed.
Through many dangers, toils and snares,
I have already come;
‘tis grace hath brought me safe thus far,

And grace will lead me home.
When we’ve been there ten thousand years,
Bright shining as the sun,
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise
Than when we’d first begun.
*Act of Praise

“Doxology”
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God above ye heavenly hosts!
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

*Prayer of Dedication
*The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.

GOING FORTH AS WITNESSES TO THE WORLD
*BENEDICTION
*RECESSIONAL HYMN (No. 578)

“God of Love and God of Power”

*POSTLUDE

“Postlude on Unser Herrscher”

Mark Thallander

*Those who are able please stand.

Welcome to First United Methodist Church of Belmont! We’re glad that you’ve chosen to
worship with us this morning. We invite you to explore all the opportunities we have for children, youth
and adults of all ages and stages of life. We seek to be a community of faith that welcomes all as we
grow to be more like Jesus Christ for our community, loving and serving God and one another in all that
we do.

If you are a guest with us, we are honored to have you with us. Please stop by one of the tables
by the exit doors as you leave as you leave this morning to receive a small gift and more information
about our church. We look forward to getting to know you in the days to come! Welcome!
We’d love to know you joined us for worship this morning!
If you haven’t done so already, please take a moment to sign-in by using this QR code or
sign the attendance pad located at the end of your pew.
ABOUT TODAY’S BULLETIN COVER Today’s bulletin cover features a modern icon of Mary, the
Mother of Jesus, called Our Lady of Silence. In it, Mary holds her index finger poised in front of her
closed lips. Pope Francis keeps a copy of this icon in the Vatican. Commissioned in 2010 and completed
by nuns of San Giulio d’Orta, the original was blessed by Francis in 2010. He wrote in gold pen on the
back: “Do not bad-mouth others!”
Welcome, New Members This morning we are blessed to welcome new members into our church
family. Joining today at our 8:30 service by Profession of Faith are Jim and Cindy Griffin. If you would like
more information about joining our church family, please call or email Pastor George (704-249-0645 or
george@fumcbelmont.org) or speak with him after the service today.

YOUTH grades 7-12

FIRST KIDS
MAY MEMORY VERSE

WEEKLY CALENDAR
Sunday, May 15
8:30 a.m.
9:15 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
3:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Thursday, May 19
Worship
Breakfast
Sunday School
Worship
Knitting Group
Connect

Friday, May 20
Saturday, May 21
Sunday, May 22
8:30 a.m.
9:15 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
12:15 p.m.
3:00 p.m.

Monday, May 16
9:00 a.m.
Information due for May 29
bulletin
6:30 p.m.
Children’s Council Meeting

Worship
Breakfast
Sunday School
Worship
Connect
Build the Bible (First Kids)

Tuesday, May 17
Wednesday, May 18
6:30 p.m.
Encounter
6:30 p.m.
Racial Reconciliation Meeting
7:00 p.m.
Chancel Choir Rehearsal

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER
Gil Fickle
Beverly Karr's mother, Sarah Dixon and also for Beverly and her family as they care for her
Stefanie Pruden’s friend, Sandra Lawrentz
The family and friends of Linda Weatherford who died on April 21
Maggie Moore
Susan Austin

You can submit prayer requests to prayers@fumcbelmont.org or by clicking this QR code:

