SERVICE OF WORSHIP

The Third Sunday of Easter – May 1, 2022 – 8:30 a.m.

Saint Peter Preaching in Jerusalem by Charles Poerson
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Happy Easter and welcome to worship at First United Methodist Church of Belmont. We’re glad you are
here! This morning we begin a new series exploring the Book of Acts and the incredible, surprising ways
God works among the early Christians. This morning, we find Peter boldly preaching and proclaiming
his faith and allegiance to the Risen Christ. Remember Peter? He denied Jesus in his hour of need
three different times. And yet, God works in Peter’s life, transforming him into a passionate disciple
again. Today, we celebrate the reopening of our sanctuary after four months of renovation, and many
years of work and planning. We celebrate God’s surprising, transforming power that is at work in our lives
and in the life of First United Methodist Church of Belmont!

PRAISE AND PRAYER
*SONG

“Forever”

CCLI Song # 3148428

*PRAYER

Doreen Eager

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
MOMENTS WITH CHILDREN

Jennifer Martin

PROCLAMATION OF GOD’S WORD
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON Pg. 123
SERMON

Acts 5:27-32

Jeff Rogers
The Reverend George Ragsdale

RESPONSE TO GOD’S WORD
PRAYER OF INTERCESSION
After each petition we enter into the prayer together with these words:
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE
As a forgiven and reconciled child of God, you are invited to give your offerings and gifts
to God by placing them in the offering plate when you come forward to receive communion.

THANKSGIVING AND COMMUNION
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Risen Christ, you met the disciples, transformed them into people of bold
faith, and called them to become a new community of life and love.
We confess that we hold back the force of your Spirit among us. We do not
listen for your word of grace, speak the good news of your love, or live
as a people made one in Christ. Have mercy on us, O God. Transform our
timid lives by the power of your Spirit, and fill us with desire to be your
faithful people, doing your will for the sake of your kingdom. Amen.
WORDS OF ASSURANCE
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
Glory to God. Amen.
*TAKING THE BREAD AND CUP
*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
*THE LORD’S PRAYER
*BREAKING THE BREAD
SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP

“Generous Giver”

You don't withhold Your love from us
Arms open wide upon a cross
You give no matter what the cost
Jesus we see You
All of these worlds Your hands have made

CCLI Song # 7126040

A billion stars stretched out in space
These are just echoes of Your grace
Jesus we see You
You are the Gen'rous Giver
Your mercy overflows
Your blessing is a river
On and on and on it goes
You are an endless fountain
You're filling up my life
My heart must sing Your praises
Jesus You be glorified
Jesus You reach us in our pain
Your mercy meets us ev'ry day
Your love will never turn away
Jesus we see You
On and on
Jesus You be glorified
You're so much better
You're so much kinder
Than anything we think You are
Your love is deeper
Your love is wider
Open our eyes to see You God
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

GOING FORTH AS WITNESSES TO THE WORLD
*BENEDICTION
*CLOSING SONG

“Build Your Kingdom Here”

CCLI Song # 6186078

*Those who are able please stand

Welcome to First United Methodist Church of Belmont! We’re glad that you’ve chosen to
worship with us this morning. We invite you to explore all the opportunities we have for children, youth
and adults of all ages and stages of life. We seek to be a community of faith that welcomes all as we
grow to be more like Jesus Christ for our community, loving and serving God and one another in all that
we do.

If you are a guest with us, we are honored to have you with us. Please stop by one of the tables
by the exit doors as you leave as you leave this morning to receive a small gift and more information
about our church. We look forward to getting to know you in the days to come! Welcome!
We’d love to know you joined us for worship this morning!
If you haven’t done so already, please take a moment to sign-in by using this QR code or
sign the attendance pad located at the end of your pew.
The flowers today are given to the glory of God and in honor of Alex Bryant and Meriwether Maynard,
co-chairs of our Building and Renovation Committee, and Doug Moody, the chairperson of our Board of
Trustees. Alex, Meriwether and Doug have given countless hours to our Ready campaign, including many
hours on site each week of construction. We give thanks for their faithful leadership among us!

SUPPORT FOR UKRAINE Persons who want to provide humanitarian assistance to the Ukrainian
people in the wake of the Russian invasion of their country may contribute to UMCOR, International
Disaster Response and Recovery. This fund through the United Methodist structure will provide direct
assistance to those in Ukraine as well as assistance to Ukrainians fleeing to neighboring countries.
One hundred percent of your donation will support this cause. Global Ministries is in touch with the
church’s leadership as well as with church leaders in countries welcoming those who are fleeing from
violence in Ukraine. You may write a check to FUMCB and note Ukraine in the memo or donate
directly to UMCOR using the link, www.umcmission.org/advance-project/982450.

FIRST KIDS
MAY MEMORY VERSE

YOUTH grades 7-12

WEEKLY CALENDAR
Sunday, May 1
8:30 a.m.
9:15 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
3:00 a.m.
5:15 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
Monday, May 2
9:00 a.m.

Tuesday, May 3
7:00 p.m.

Worship
Breakfast
Sunday School
Worship
Knitting Group
Week of Hope Meeting
Connect

5:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Alleluia Choir Rehearsal
Encounter
Chancel Choir Rehearsal

Thursday, May 5
9:00 a.m.
Newsletter Folding
Friday, May 6
Saturday, May 7

Information due for May 15
bulletin

Finance Committee Meeting

Wednesday, May 4
5:00 p.m.
Luke Bible Study

Sunday, May 8
8:30 a.m.
9:15 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
6:00 p.m.

Worship
Breakfast
Sunday School
Worship
Connect

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER
Beverly Karr's mother, Sarah Dixon and also for Beverly and her family as they care for her
Stefanie Pruden’s friend, Sandra Lawrentz
The family and friends of Linda Weatherford who died on April 21
Maggie Moore
Susan Austin
The family of Mary Carpenter, who died on April 6
Bill Layne
Nancy Taylor (Genora Cheshire)

You can submit prayer requests to prayers@fumcbelmont.org or by clicking this QR code:

"HUNGER DOESN’T TAKE THE WEEKEND OFF”
TOGETHER, WE’RE CHANGING LIVES ONE MEAL AT A TIME.
This Mother’s Day offer the bread of life through the Gaston County Weekend Backpack Food
Program. Your gift will bring comfort to a mom or dad in our community in knowing their
child will not go hungry. Also with this gift, you can honor a special person or the memory of
someone you hold dear.

TODAY is the final day to purchase a gift
and have your name noted in the May 8th bulletin.
Given by: ____________________________________________________________________________
Given in honor of: _____________________________________________________________________
Given in memory of: ___________________________________________________________________
I would like an honor or memorial giving card:
Yes
No
*Email Margie (Margie@fumcbelmont.org) to arrange a pick up time for the card.
Select your gift:

Quantity

Cost

Weekend meals for one child, one weekend

$ 10.

________

________

Weekend meals for one child, one month

$ 40.

________

________

Weekend meals for one child, one year

$350.

________

________

Total Due:

________

We have a place for you!

As we reopen the Sanctuary for worship, we have several
wonderful opportunities for you to ﬁnd your place to participate in
worship through serving the church.and our congregation. Listed
below are some of those opportunities:
Ushers
Scripture Readers

Multi Media Team
Communion Servers

God calls us to use our gifts of knowledge, hospitality, service and
teaching to name just a few. Find your place to serve by reaching
out to Ellen Robison at ellen@fumcbelmont.org or 704-771-8001.

We all have a place here at FUMC Belmont!

