FIRST UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH OF BELMONT

SERVICE OF WORSHIP
Palm Sunday — April 5, 2020 = 10:00 am.
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to be more like Jesus Christ for our community and beyond
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
THE TRIUMPHAL ENTRY Matthew 21:1-11

As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent
two disciples, saying to them, Go to the village ahead of you, and at once you will find a
donkey tied there, with her colt by her. Untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says
anything to you, say that the Lord needs them, and he will send them right away. This took
place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet: "Say to Daughter Zion, 'See, your king
comes to you, gentle and riding on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey."" The
disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. They brought the donkey and the colt
and placed their cloaks on them for Jesus to sit on. A very large crowd spread their cloaks
on the road, while others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. The
crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed shouted,

RESPONSE
Hosanna to the Son of David!
Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest heaven!

BLESSING OF OUR BRANCHES
Almighty God, on this day your Son Jesus Christ entered the holy city of
Jerusalem and was proclaimed King by those who spread their garments
and palm branches along his way. Let those branches be for us signs of his
victory, and grant that we who bear them in his name may ever hail him
as our Lord, and follow him in the way that leads to eternal life. In his name
we pray. Amen.

HYMN "All Glory, Laud and Honor"

All glory, laud, and honor,
to thee, Redeemer, King,
to whom the lips of children
made sweet hosannas ring.

Thou art the King of Israel,
thou David's royal Son,
who in the Lord's name comest,
the King and Blessed One.



All glory, laud, and honor,
to thee, Redeemer, King,
to whom the lips of children
made sweet hosannas ring.

The company of angels
are praising thee on high,
and we with all creation
in chorus make reply.

All glory, laud, and honor,
to thee, Redeemer, King,
to whom the lips of children
made sweet hosannas ring.

The people of the Hebrews
with palms before thee went;
our prayer and praise and anthems
before thee we present.

All glory, laud, and honor,
to thee, Redeemer, King,
to whom the lips of children
made sweet hosannas ring.

To thee, before thy passion,
they sang their hymns of praise;
to thee, now high exalted,
our melody we raise.

All glory, laud, and honor,
to thee, Redeemer, King,
to whom the lips of children
made sweet hosannas ring.

Thou didst accept their praises;
accept the prayers we bring,
who in all good delightest,
thou good and gracious King.

All glory, laud, and honor,
to thee, Redeemer, King,
to whom the lips of children
made sweet hosannas ring.



PROCLAMATION OF GOD’'SWORD

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON 1 Samuel 8:4-22

This is the Word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.

SERMON

RESPONSE TO GOD’S WORD

HYMN OF REFLECTION "Beneath the Cross of Jesus"

Beneath the cross of Jesus
I fain would take my stand,
the shadow of a mighty rock
within a weary land;
a home within the wilderness,
a rest upon the way,
from the burning of the noontide heat,
and the burden of the day.

Upon that cross of Jesus

mine eye at times can see

the very dying form of One

who suffered there for me;

and from my stricken heart with tears
two wonders | confess:
the wonders of redeeming love

and my unworthiness.

| take, O cross, thy shadow
for my abiding place;

I ask no other sunshine than
the sunshine of his face;
content to let the world go by,
to know no gain nor loss,
my sinful self my only shame,
my glory all the cross.

The Rev. George Ragsdale



AFFIRMATION OF FAITH The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven:

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION
After each petition we enter into the prayer together with these words:
Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.



OFFERTORY
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
THE LORD'S PRAYER

CLOSING HYMN "Lead on, O King Eternal”

Lead on, O King eternal,

the day of march has come;
henceforth in fields of conquest
thy tents shall be our home.
Through days of preparation
thy grace has made us strong;
and now, O King eternal,
we lift our battle song.

Lead on, O King eternal,
till sin's fierce war shall cease,
and holiness shall whisper
the sweet amen of peace.

For not with swords loud clashing,
nor roll of stirring drums;
with deeds of love and mercy
the heavenly kingdom comes.

Lead on, O King eternal,
we follow, not with fears,
for gladness breaks like morning
where'er thy face appears.
Thy cross is lifted o'er us,
we journey in its light;
the crown awaits the conquest;
lead on, O God of might.

BENEDICTION

"Hosanna, Praise Is Rising”



