SERVICE OF WORSHIP
The Second Sunday of Easter – April 24, 2022 – 11:00 a.m.
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Happy Easter! This morning, we continue our celebration of Easter, which lasts for 50 days, by hearing
some encouraging words from First Peter, who reminds us that as Christians, we have a living hope in
Christ. What does living hope look like? How does the good news of Christ’s resurrection impact and
shape our lives today? What difference does Easter make in your life? Today is also our final Sunday
worshipping in Carpenter Hall. Next Sunday we will gather in our newly renovated sanctuary for the first
time!

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

“Christ is Risen! Shout Alleluia!”

*CALL TO WORSHIP
Come into God’s presence with joy.
In God, we have an inheritance that is imperishable.
Come into God’s presence with hope.
In Christ, we have an inheritance that cannot be defiled.
Come into God’s presence with longing.
In the Spirit, we have an inheritance that never fades.
Come into God’s presence with love.
In God, we have an inheritance that brings new life.
*PROCESSIONAL HYMN

arr. Mark Hayes
Jennifer Martin

“Easter People, Raise Your Voices”

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Almighty God, in raising Jesus from the grave, you shattered the power of
sin and death. We confess that we remain captive to doubt and fear,
bound by the ways that lead to death. We overlook the poor and the hungry,
and pass by those who mourn. We are deaf to the cries of the oppressed,
and indifferent to calls for peace. We despise the weak, and abuse the earth
you made. Forgive us, God of mercy. Help us to trust your power to
change our lives and make us new, that we may know the joy of life abundant
given in Jesus Christ, the risen Lord. Amen.
*WORDS OF ASSURANCE
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
Glory to God. Amen.

*GLORIA PATRI

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen. Amen.

MOMENTS WITH CHILDREN

PROCLAMATION OF GOD’S WORD
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON
First Peter 1:3-9
This is the Word of God for the People of God. Thanks be to God.
SERMON

The Reverend George Ragsdale

RESPONSE TO GOD’S WORD
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory

to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son
is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism
for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
PRAYER OF INTERCESSION
After each petition we enter into the prayer together with these words:
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
GIVING OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS
Offertory
“The Lord is My Shepherd”
Sally Bashant, soprano
The Lord's my shepherd, I'll not want;
He makes me lie in pastures green.
He leads me by the still, still waters,
His goodness restores my soul.
He guides my ways in righteousness,
And He anoints my head with oil,
And my cup, it overflows with joy,
I feast on His pure delights.
And though I walk the darkest path,
I will not fear the evil one,
For You are with me, and Your rod and staff
Are comfort I need to know
And I will trust in You alone,
Yes I will trust in You alone,
For Your endless mercy follows me,
Your goodness will lead me home.

Howard Goodall

THANKSGIVING
*Act of Praise

“Doxology”
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise God, all creatures here below:
Praise God above ye heavenly hosts!
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.

*Prayer of Dedication
*The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.

GOING FORTH AS WITNESSES TO THE WORLD
*BENEDICTION
*RECESSIONAL HYMN

“Crown Him with Many Crowns”

*POSTLUDE

“Crown Him With Many Crowns”

arr. Mark Hayes

*Those who are able please stand.
Welcome to First United Methodist Church of Belmont! We’re glad that you’ve chosen to
worship with us this morning. We invite you to explore all the opportunities we have for children, youth
and adults of all ages and stages of life. We seek to be a community of faith that welcomes all as we
grow to be more like Jesus Christ for our community, loving and serving God and one another in all that
we do.
If you are a guest with us, we are honored to have you with us. Please stop by one of the tables
by the exit doors as you leave as you leave this morning to receive a small gift and more information
about our church. We look forward to getting to know you in the days to come! Welcome!
We’d love to know you joined us for worship this morning!
If you haven’t done so already, please take a moment to sign-in by using this QR code or
sign the attendance pad located at the end of your pew.

SUPPORT FOR UKRAINE Persons who want to provide humanitarian assistance to the Ukrainian
people in the wake of the Russian invasion of their country may contribute to UMCOR, International
Disaster Response and Recovery. This fund through the United Methodist structure will provide direct
assistance to those in Ukraine as well as assistance to Ukrainians fleeing to neighboring countries.
One hundred percent of your donation will support this cause. Global Ministries is in touch with the
church’s leadership as well as with church leaders in countries welcoming those who are fleeing from
violence in Ukraine. You may write a check to FUMCB and note Ukraine in the memo or donate
directly to UMCOR using the link, www.umcmission.org/advance-project/982450.

FIRST KIDS
APRIL MEMORY VERSE

YOUTH grades 7-12

WEEKLY CALENDAR
Sunday, April 24
8:30 a.m.
9:15 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
6:00 p.m.

Worship
Breakfast
Sunday School
Worship
Connect

Monday, April 25
9:00 a.m.
Information due for May 8
bulletin
10:00 a.m.
Staff Meeting
Tuesday, April 26
1:00 p.m.
Luke Bible Study
Wednesday, April 27
5:30 p.m.
Alleluia Choir Rehearsal
6:00 p.m.
Handbell Rehearsal

6:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Encounter
Chancel Choir Rehearsal

Thursday, April 28
Friday, April 29
12:00 p.m.

Primetimers Picnic

Saturday, April 30
Sunday, May 1
8:30 a.m.
9:15 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
3:00 a.m.
5:15 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Worship
Breakfast
Sunday School
Worship
Knitting Group
Week of Hope Meeting
Connect

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER
Linda Weatherford and Linda’s family
Maggie Moore
Susan Austin
The family of Mary Carpenter, who died on April 6
Bill Layne
Nancy Taylor (Genora Cheshire)

You can submit prayer requests to prayers@fumcbelmont.org or by clicking this QR code:

"HUNGER DOESN’T TAKE THE WEEKEND OFF”
TOGETHER, WE’RE CHANGING LIVES ONE MEAL AT A TIME.
This Mother’s Day offer the bread of life through the Gaston County Weekend Backpack Food
Program. Your gift will bring comfort to a mom or dad in our community in knowing their
child will not go hungry. Also with this gift, you can honor a special person or the memory of
someone you hold dear.

All gifts received by May 1st will be noted in the May 8th bulletin.
Contact Margie Ligon with questions: Margie@fumcbelmont.org
Your order and payment can be done via our existing VANCO platform by using the QR
code above. If you’ve given online to the church before, either to the General Budget
or the READY campaign, you can use the same login already set up.
Given by: ____________________________________________________________________________
Given in honor of: _____________________________________________________________________
Given in memory of: ___________________________________________________________________
I would like an honor or memorial giving card:
Yes
No
*Email Margie (Margie@fumcbelmont.org) to arrange a pick up time for the card.
Select your gift:

Quantity

Cost

Weekend meals for one child, one weekend

$ 10.

________

________

Weekend meals for one child, one month

$ 40.

________

________

Weekend meals for one child, one year

$350.

________

________

Total Due:

________

