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Happy Easter! Welcome to worship here at First United Methodist Church of Belmont. Today, we
celebrate the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ and his eternal triumph over sin and death. This
morning, we hear the story of a meal the resurrected Christ ate that continues to shape our life and
worship today. Whenever we gather at the Lord’s Table, we believe that our Risen Lord comes to meet
us. This is the good news of Easter – not merely that Jesus was raised from the dead, but that in
spite of our sin and failure, he chooses to come back to us with forgiveness and new life.

MUSIC

“Selected Pieces”
Brass Quartet

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRAISE AND PRAYER
PRELUDE

“Rejoice Ye Heavens”

*CALL TO WORSHIP
Based on Psalm 118
This is the day the Lord has made!
We will rejoice, and be glad in it!
The Lord is our strength and our song; he has become our victory!
You are our God, and we will praise you;
You are our God, and we will exalt you.
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good!
His faithful loves endures forever!

Hans Leo Hassler

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN

“Christ the Lord Is Risen Today”

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Almighty God, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, we
confess that we are undeserving of your redeeming grace. We have
not believed your promises. We have not placed our trust in you, our Living
Lord. We have failed to discern your presence with us. Through
discontentment and disappointment, we have forgotten the joy of Christ’s
victory over death and ignored the pathways of peace. Forgive us,
restore us and renew us. In the name of our risen Savior, Jesus Christ, we
pray. Amen.
*WORDS OF ASSURANCE
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
Glory to God. Amen.
*GLORIA PATRI

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen. Amen.

MOMENTS WITH CHILDREN

PROCLAMATION OF GOD’S WORD
*GOSPEL LESSON

Luke 24:13-49

SERMON

The Reverend George Ragsdale

RESPONSE TO GOD’S WORD
HYMN

“O Thou Who This Mysterious Bread”

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
PRAYER OF INTERCESSION
After each petition we enter into the prayer together with these words:
Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE
GIVING OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS
Offertory Anthem
“Thine Be the Glory”
Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son;
endless is the victory Thou o’er death has won;
angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away.
Kept the folded grave clothes where Thy body lay.
Lo! Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb;
Lovingly He greets us, scatters fear and gloom;
let His church with gladness, hymns of triumph sing,
for her Lord now liveth, death has lost its sting.
No more we doubt Thee, glorious Prince of Life;
life is naught without Thee; aid us in our strife;
make us more than conquerors, through Thy deathless love;
Bring us safe through Jordan to Thy home above.
*Act of Praise

“Doxology”
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God above ye heavenly hosts!
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

THANKSGIVING AND COMMUNION
TAKING THE BREAD AND CUP
*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

arr. Marty Cope

...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

... as we proclaim the mystery of faith:

... now and for ever.

*The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespassagainst us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.

*BREAKING THE BREAD
SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you have
given yourself to us. Let us truly be your resurrection people. Grant
that we may go into the world in the strength of your Spirit, to give
ourselves for others in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

GOING FORTH AS WITNESSES TO THE WORLD
*BENEDICTION
*RECESSIONAL HYMN
*POSTLUDE

“The Day of Resurrection”
“Alfedans from Eight Lyrical Pieces”

Edvard Grieg

*Those who are able please stand.

Welcome to First United Methodist Church of Belmont! We’re glad that you’ve chosen to
worship with us this morning. We invite you to explore all the opportunities we have for children, youth
and adults of all ages and stages of life. We seek to be a community of faith that welcomes all as we
grow to be more like Jesus Christ for our community, loving and serving God and one another in all that
we do.
If you are a guest with us, we are honored to have you with us. Please stop by one of the tables
by the exit doors as you leave as you leave this morning to receive a small gift and more information
about our church. We look forward to getting to know you in the days to come! Welcome!
We’d love to know you joined us for worship this morning!
If you haven’t done so already, please take a moment to sign-in by using this QR code or
sign the attendance pad located at the end of your pew.
THE NICENE CREED In this Easter season, our Affirmation of Faith comes from the Nicene Creed.
Frequently used as an affirmation of faith in United Methodist worship services, the Nicene Creed is the
historic statement of belief of the Christian faith devised by the Council of Nicaea, convened in A.D. 325
by the Emperor Constantine in the city of Nicaea, located in what is now northwest Turkey. The Creed was
revised in 381 by the Council of Constantinople. The Nicene Creed set forth the key affirmations concerning the Christian faith. Following the Apostles' Creed, it is the second oldest creed of the Christian faith.

LOOKING FOR A PLACE TO SERVE?
Do you have the gift of hospitality?
We need you!
As we draw closer to the reopening of our
Sanctuary, we will need more ushers to
welcome people into God's house and
make them feel at home. Please contact
Ellen at ellen@fumcbelmont.org
for more information.

FIRST KIDS

APRIL
MEMORY
VERSE

VBS IS BACK!

Join us this summer July 17-21 for On the Case Vacation Bible School.
During this five day journey, our kid detectives will dig into a few of
Jesus' parables to solve the mysteries of how to grow their faith,
how to care for, serve and love others. Supper will be served at 5:30
and VBS runs 6:00-8:00 pm. All kids and volunteers who sign up by
June 27 are guaranteed a free VBS t-shirt.
Register today at www.fumcbelmont..org/vbs or contact Lauren
Bryant (704-473-6045) to volunteer.

YOUTH grades 7-12

WEEKLY CALENDAR
Sunday, April 17
8:30 a.m.
9:15 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

Wednesday, April 20
Easter Sunday Worship
Breakfast
Sunday School
Easter Sunday Worship

Thursday, April 21
Friday, April 22
Saturday, April 23

Monday, April 18

Tuesday, April 19
9:00 a.m.
Information due for May 1
bulletin
1:00 p.m.
Luke Bible Study

Sunday, April 24
8:30 a.m.
9:15 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
6:00 p.m.

Worship
Breakfast
Sunday School
Worship
Connect

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER
The family of Mary Carpenter, who died on April 6
Bill Layne
Linda Weatherford
Nancy Taylor (Genora Cheshire)
Pamela Ward
Praise to God upon the quick recovery of Leighton (Nancy Stamps)
Andrew Ingram

You can submit prayer requests to prayers@fumcbelmont.org or by clicking this QR code:

Easter Lilies and Ferns
GIVEN BY:
Secret Pal
Sally Bashant
Liz Gray
Laura Proud

GIVEN BY:
Betty Pennington
Eddy and Meredith Bowen
Harald and Barbara Vaher
Harald and Barbara Vaher
Johnny and Trish Williamson
Johnny and Trish Williamson
Johnny and Trish Williamson
Johnny and Trish Williamson
Bob and Susan Burnette
Bob and Susan Burnette
Elizabeth Boney
Elizabeth Boney
Elizabeth Boney
Elizabeth Boney
Elizabeth Boney
Laura Proud
Chris and Connie Atkins
Cindy and Bill Jenkins
Cindy and Bill Jenkins
Annie Joe Ragsdale
Annie Joe Ragsdale
Annie Joe Ragsdale
Maggie Moore

IN HONOR OF:
Judy Harris
My Children - David Bashant, Michael Bashant,
Catherine Ragsdale
Margie Ligon
Margaret Howard

IN MEMORY OF:
Sam Pennington Sr.
Our parents and Niece, Katie S. Hedrick
Udo and Linda Vaher
Judy Marcussen
Heather Blake Williamson
Bill & Margaret Thrower
Bill & Ella Williamson
Marjorie Goins
Milton and Sara Allen
Charles and Margaret Burnette
Vera Boone
Pauline Aldridge
Susan Boney
Barbara Currie
Dora Boney
Ron Howard
Ronnie Rhyne
Bill Jenkins, Sr.
Mary Frances Ward
William R. Ragsdale
James and Lib Ivie
Joe and Louise Ragsdale
Les Moore

"HUNGER DOESN’T TAKE THE WEEKEND OFF”
TOGETHER, WE’RE CHANGING LIVES ONE MEAL AT A TIME.
This Mother’s Day offer the bread of life through the Gaston County Weekend Backpack Food
Program. Your gift will bring comfort to a mom or dad in our community in knowing their
child will not go hungry. Also with this gift, you can honor a special person or the memory of
someone you hold dear.

All gifts received by May 1st will be noted in the May 8th bulletin.
Contact Margie Ligon with questions: Margie@fumcbelmont.org
Your order and payment can be done via our existing VANCO platform by using the QR
code above. If you’ve given online to the church before, either to the General Budget
or the READY campaign, you can use the same login already set up.
Given by: ____________________________________________________________________________
Given in honor of: _____________________________________________________________________
Given in memory of: ___________________________________________________________________
I would like an honor or memorial giving card:
Yes
No
*Email Margie (Margie@fumcbelmont.org) to arrange a pick up time for the card.
Select your gift:

Quantity

Cost

Weekend meals for one child, one weekend

$ 10.

________

________

Weekend meals for one child, one month

$ 40.

________

________

Weekend meals for one child, one year

$350.

________

________

Total Due:

________

