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GATHERING
PRELUDE

“Let Us Break Bread Together”

arr. Marvin Gaspard

*CALL TO WORSHIP
A table is set before us. A feast is prepared for us.
A meal of bread and wine, of meat and bitter herbs.
The Lord calls us to this supper of remembrance.
The Lord calls us to serve and to be served.
As we break the bread and share the cup,
our understanding may fail us.
But we will never forget Christ’s example.
We will never forget the full extent of his love.
*OPENING HYMN

Jennifer Martin

“Come, Sinners, to the Gospel Feast”

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
We love you, Lord. But even in our love, we cry out in need. We cry out for
strength in times of trial. We long for hope in times of despair. We yearn
for mercy in the midst of our sin. Strengthen us, O God, and renew our hope.
Grant your mercy. Feed us with the bread of forgiveness and the water of
life, that we may courageously face our lives and gladly accept your grace.
In your loving name, we pray. Amen.
WORDS OF ASSURANCE
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
Glory to God. Amen.
MOMENTS WITH CHILDREN

PROCLAMATION OF GOD’S WORD
*GOSPEL LESSON
Luke 22:7-28
This is the Word of God for the People of God. Thanks be to God.
HOMILY

The Rev. George Ragsdale

RESPONSE TO GOD’S WORD
PRAYER OF INTERCESSION
After each petition we enter into the prayer together with these words:
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
GIVING OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS
Offertory Anthem
“As We Gather at Your Table”
As we gather at Your table
As we listen to Your word
Help us know O God Your presence
Let our hearts and minds be stirred
Nourish us with sacred story
Till we claim it as our own
Teach us through this holy banquet
How to make Love's vict'ry known

K. Lee Scott

Turn our worship into witness
In the sacrament of life
Send us forth to love and serve You
Bringing peace where there is strife
Give us Christ Your great compassion
To forgive as You forgave
May we still behold Your image
In the world You died to save
Gracious Spirit help us
Summon other guests
To share that feast
Where triumphant Love will welcome
Those who had been last and least
There no more will envy
Blind us nor will pride
Our peace destroy
As we join with saints and angels
To repeat the sounding joy
*Act of Praise
“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”
Were the whole realm of nature mine, that were an offering far too small;
Love so amazing, so divine, demands my soul, my life, my all.

.

THANKSGIVING AND COMMUNION
*TAKING THE BREAD AND CUP
*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of
your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the
name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
... as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.
... now and for ever.
Amen.
*THE LORD‘S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespassagainst us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
*BREAKING THE BREAD
SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP
Music

“Melody in C minor”
Doug Moody, saxophone

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Eternal God, we give you thanks for this meal, shared among friends in the
strength of your Spirit. We give you thanks for Jesus, who has given
himself to us. May his presence be the delight and pleasure of our souls,
our strength and salvation in all temptations, our joy and peace in every
trial, and our light and guide through the darkness of the holy days. Amen.

GOING FORTH AS WITNESSES TO THE WORLD
STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR AND DRAPING OF THE CROSS
GOING FORTH
Once the worship leaders have departed, you may continue in prayer or depart in silence.
*Those who are able please stand.

Welcome to First United Methodist Church of Belmont! We’re glad that you’ve chosen to
worship with us this evening. We invite you to explore all the opportunities we have for children, youth and
adults of all ages and stages of life. We seek to be a community of faith that welcomes all as we grow to
be more like Jesus Christ for our community, loving and serving God and one another in all that we do.
WHAT HAPPENED TO THE BENEDICTION? The services of Maundy Thursday and Good Friday do
not “end” as most services do with a blessing or benedition. Instead, we are asked to depart on our own,
in silence. Usually, it feels like something is missing, that somehow the service is not really complete.
And, in fact, it isn’t. The mysteries we celebate on these days are incomplete without also telling the
Easter Gospel. The early church observed these services as one continuous worship service. As
uncomfortable as it may be, leaving off the blessing helps us remember that the story does not end
tonight: Easter is coming!
TONIGHT’S OFFERING will help provide humanitarian assistance to the Ukrainian people in the wake
of the Russian invasion of their country. All contributions will be sent to UMCOR's International Disaster
Response and Recovery program. This fund through the United Methodist structure will provide direct
assistance to those in Ukraine as well as assistance to Ukrainians fleeing to neighboring countries.

Join Us As Our Holy Week Journey Continues
Community Cross Walk Friday, April 15 at 12:00 noon / Lutheran Church of the Holy Comforter
Good Friday Tenebrae Service

Friday, April 15 at 7:00 p.m.

Community Easter Sunrise Service Sunday, April 17 | Greenwood Cemetery
Easter Sunday Service of Worship Sunday, April 17 at 8:30 and 11:00 a.m.
Easter Sunday Breakfast Sunday, April 17 at 9:15 a.m.

