
NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2022                  

United in the Spirit, First United Methodist
Church of Belmont exists to be more like

Jesus Christ for our community and beyond

Tri-Angles
Dear FUMC Family,

It seems hard to believe, but I am writing my last newsletter article of 2022!  Moving into 
November and the holiday season ahead, I am excited to worship, serve and give alongside 
you.  Read on in this newsletter for more about all that’s coming up in the life of our church.  
Let me highlight just a few things to look forward to!

  Very soon we hope to announce the date for the ribbon-cutting and grand opening 
  of our new narthex.
  November 9 is Missions Night at FUMC!  We’re packing flood buckets, making
  sandwiches, preparing affirmations for North Belmont teachers and more.  You
  won’t want to miss this chance to live our mission to be Jesus for our community!
  Speaking of missions, there are so many great opportunities during Advent to
  serve, including our Feeding the Children ministry – which is growing and 
  expanding this year!
  Advent brings great opportunities to celebrate and worship including our Annual
  Christmas Concert and Dinner on December 18, Christmas Eve services at 4:00 
  and 6:00 p.m. and one special Sunday service on both Christmas Day and New
  Year’s Day at 10:00 a.m.
  
As the year comes to a close I am so incredibly grateful for you and all that you do to love and 
serve God through our church family.  Thomas Merton once said, “To be grateful is to recog-
nize the love of God in everything he has given us—and he has given us everything.”  
Gratitude can be incredibly liberating.  When we view life as a gi�, with all of its joys and 
sorrows, we come to realize that all has not been le� up to us.  We are surrounded by God’s 
grace, signs of God’s incredible love for us.  

What are you most grateful for this year?  How might you express your gratitude to God for all 
that God has given?  In the days to come, may we all embrace the gi�s we have received with 
gratitude and hope in our hearts.  

Thank you for allowing me to serve as your pastor.



UPCOMING   

The hit song from the musical 
“Rent” asks the question, “How 
do you measure a year?”  It’s a 
great question – what are the 
ways we measure our lives?  
What counts, deep down, and 
leads to a life of fulfillment and 
faithfulness?  Join us as we 
explore the ways our values can 
lead us what the Bible calls “the 
life that really is life.”

November 6 – WHO You Love, John 15:12-17
November 13 – WHAT You Give, 1 Timothy 6:6-19

November 20 – HOW You Serve, Romans 12

WORSHIP IN NOVEMBER

Charge Conference Set for November 17

Our annual Charge Conference to approve leadership and 
budgets for 2023 will be held on Thursday, November 17 at 
6:30 p.m. at First UMC in Mount Holly.  This year’s 
conference is being held in conjunction with the other 
churches in our Riverside Missional Network.  It will include a 
time of worship led by the Rev. David Christy, our District 
Superintendent.  All are welcome.  

Administrative Council to Meet November 14

In preparation for our Charge Conference on November 17, 
the Administrative Council will meet on Monday, November 
14 at 7:00 pm in the Route 66 classroom.  All members of 
the council and committee/ministry team chairpersons 
should plan to attend.  

Square 2 - November
Will meet Thursday, November 10, at 7:00 p.m. at the home 
of Pam Stowe (1918 South Ridge Drive, Belmont).  All ladies 
are welcome!  We will be preparing envelopes to mail to our 
church college students.  We are collecting $10 gi� cards, 
such as Chick-Fil-A, Panera, Starbucks, etc., to put in each 
envelope. There are 10 students on the list. Western North Carolina Conference

The United Methodist Church

The Catawba Valley District is offering a class in 
United Methodist Polity

November 18-19
10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Shelby, NC
(Polity = a form of organization of a state, church, society, etc.)
www.cvdistrictumc.org to register.

Learn more about the Western North Carolina Conference 
Creation Care Ministries
www.wnccumc.org/wncc-creation-care-ministry

Buy a Bucket.  Help Flood Victims.  $75. is the cost of the 
bucket and contents.  Donations can be made by check or 
www.fumcbelmont.org/floodbuckets



UPDATES             

Financial Update:  Where do we stand at the end of Quarter 3?

General budget receipts through the end of the third financial quarter totaled $465,618.59.  Giving is up 12% compared to 
2021.  Our actual budgeted expenses were $476,638.68, roughly 70% of our total 2022 budget of $680,816.57.  Expenses are 
inflated by the fact that we pay our annual apportionments to support the church beyond Belmont in advance.  

Contributions to the Ready campaign through the same period totaled $153,257.81.  Total giving to the Ready campaign over 3 
years stands at $1,269,025.  Thank you for your continued faithfulness and generosity!

Building Bridges 

Pastor George preached recently that if we draw closer to Jesus we might draw closer to one another.  Jesus is the bridge between 
God and us, so he may be the bridge between human beings.  As we find ourselves in an increasingly polarized society, our 
church’s Racial Healing and Reconciliation Team is attempting to cross the bridge that Jesus has built between persons of 
different racial and ethnic backgrounds.  There is no doubt that crossing bridges may be a harrowing experience - the differences 
between us may make us anxious or uncomfortable.  But if we believe that Jesus is somehow incarnate in everyone, then we owe 
it to them, and to ourselves, to make the effort.

“As you’ve done it unto the least of these, you’ve done it unto me.”  Perhaps the mission of the church in these antagonistic days 
is to model for the world how to be a bridge between persons of various stripes - not only of different skin color, but of differences 
in political opinion, socio-economic status, or even, religion.   In John 12:32, Jesus says, “when I am li�ed up, I will draw all people 
to me.”  Jesus is the bridge who will bring us all together.  As we already look ahead to the coming holidays and beyond, please 
join in supporting upcoming “bridge-building” opportunities which our Racial Healing and Reconciliation Team will be providing.      
          ~ Mark Andrews



Ready Update:  New Narthex to Open Soon

Construction on our new narthex is in the final stages!  Installation of the fire alarm system has begun, one of the last items that 
must be completed before the final inspections to issue a certificate of occupancy.  Landscaping is also underway.  We hope to 
announce a date for our grand opening and ribbon-cutting very soon.  In the meantime, please continue to use the side 
entrance and education wing entrance to the sanctuary on Sundays.  

Stewardship 2023:  We Are Ready for More Amazing Things! 

Hopefully you received information about our 2023 generosity initiative in the mail.  We’re concluding our construction and 
renovation project with around $950k in debt, which includes the purchase cost of the Bowen properties from 2019.  Mortgage 
payments of around $90k will be added to the church budget.  

Fortunately, we have a unique opportunity at the end of 2022, 2023, and 2024 to recast our loan with the United Methodist 
Foundation.  While the interest rate and length of the loan will not change, the financed amount will be spread over the remaining 
term.  This will lower monthly payments to help cash flow.  Our hope in 2023 is to make a significant dent in the debt which will 
reduce the monthly payment amount significantly in the years to come.  For example, raising an extra $200k in 2023 would 
reduce our monthly payments by almost $1700!

We’re asking everyone to prayerfully consider a 2023 commitment that will include regular giving to the operating budget as well 
as an expanded Ready gi�.  We will present our commitments as an act of worship and celebration on Commitment Sunday, 
November 20 at both services of worship.  

Our total goal for 2023 is $1 million.  You can learn more at www.fumcbelmont.org/ready or by emailing mark@fumcbelmont.org 
to receive an information packet.  You can complete an online commitment card at www.fumcbelmont.org/card.   

Thank you for helping us reach our goal.  We are ready for more amazing things in 2023!

RETURN YOUR COMMITMENT CARD

AND JOIN US

COMMITMENT SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 20



NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS

November 1 Denise Martin
 Larry Hartley
 Broooke Riske
November 2 Beth Cohen
 Charles Gray
 Cullen Kelly
 Ryan Kelly
 Kari Langley
  Stefanie Pruden
 David Surratt
November 3 Maggie Moore
November 4 Aedan Corcoran
                                    Julie Jenkins
November 5 Kelvin Reagan
November 6                  Beau Bryant
November 7                  Lori Giang
November 8 Haley Lowrance
 Sandy Russell
November 9              Heather Taylor
                                      Lowe Taylor

November 10  Grayer Andrews
 Shanda Fangman
 Sophia Krouse
 Lindsay McGraw
November 11 Liz Gray
                                   Debra Pettus
November 12 Matt Gillespie
 Natalie Stewart
November 13 Matthew Henry 
    Madelyn Lowrance
November 14 Brad Falls
November 16 Lewis O’Tuel
 Ann Marie Rogers
November 17 Kellen Smith
 Pam Stowe
November 18 O’Brien Brooks
 Bryan Cohen 
 Meriwether Maynard 
          
                               

November 21 Greg Andrews 
 Calvin Harris
November 22 Houston Burnette 
 Judy Harris
 Emma Latchana
                                  Harald Vaher
November 23 Tina Leong 
 Brenda Swing
November 24 Chris Atkins 
 Ryan Cunningham
                                       Kirk Setzer
November 26 Marsha Brown 
 Carrie Jones
November 27 Cathy Beam
 Vanessa Shrauder
November 28 Sierra Hanafin
 Brian Herre

December 1 Mary Beth Tipton
December 2 Justin Smith
December 3 Jake Beaty
December 4 Claire Cook
 Katelin Vaher
December 5 Daniel Durham
December 6 Margaret Allen
 Evelyn Clark 
 Will Durham
 Adalyn Latchana
                           Catherine Ragsdale
December 7                        Bob Grant
                              Joseph Krouse
 Rachel Patterson
December 9 Linda Smith
December 10 Paige Dunigan 
 Melissa Matulis
 Emery Reynolds

December 13 Davis Phillips
 Richard Randolph
                           Hannah Thagard
December 14 Joe Armeen
 Katherine Barnette
December 18 Brad Overcash
 Susannah Pennington
            Kaitlyn Setzer
 Karson Setzer
December 19 Amanda Currier
December 20 Trevis Lunsford
 Nancy Smith
                            Joan Widenhouse
December 21 Jane Herstine
 Kristi Smith
December 22  Paul Beam
 Dan Deitz
 Levi Kincaid
                                      

December 24 Sarah Giang
December 25 Kristen Surratt
 Jeff Swing
December 26       Penny Ham
 Gail Hanigan
December 27 Katie Grier Falls
 Miki Salamon
 Morgan Weatherford
December 28 Jane Biddix
                               Elizabeth Boney
 Matthew Gaskill
 Jennifer Overcash
December 29 Audrey Beaty
December 30 Joseph O’Tuel



 COOKING WITH JESUS REFLECTION   

Our Preschool-4th graders have been busy each Wednesday cooking with Jesus!  Last month they made trail mix, rice krispie 
treats, popcorn, and "ants on a log."  Our last session will be November 2 and then we will join with our church family in Carpenter 
Hall for the mission night on November 9.

November Grace and Gratitude Cards: Families, if you 
would like a resource to help your family have an intentional 
time of thanksgiving each day during November, email 
jennifer@fumcbelmont.org and ask for your own copy of the 
Grace and Gratitude cards.  Cards will be available in worship 
on October 30.

Did you miss the First Kids T-Shirt Sale?  If you missed 
our t-shirt sale last month, you have one more chance to get 
your First Kids T-Shirt. Go to www.fumcbelmont.org/kids and 
order your shirt by November 6.



 TRUNK OR TREAT REFLECTION   



 REFLECTION   

Ready Preview Night

October 9 was a great day for FUMC as we were given a special chance to 
“preview” our new narthex space together.  Members gathered in the 
sanctuary for a special presentation highlighting and celebrating the 
hallmarks of our Ready campaign and outlining the challenge before us to 
reduce our debt in 2023.  A�erwards, refreshments were served in the new 
space with much love and fellowship shared.  



It was a beautiful day for a contemplative sacred walk along the labyrinth.  Kathy Mansfield, a Certified Advanced Labyrinth 
Trainer, explained in detail the history of the labyrinth and how to release your cares to God, see what he is trying to show you 
during your walk, then return out of the labyrinth with what you have learned and how you can implement that into your life.  It 
was a special time where God was present.  

LABYRINTH WALK REFLECTION   



You can submit prayer requests 
to prayers@fumcbelmont.org
or by clicking this QR code:

THOUGHTS, PRAYERS AND SYMPATHY

Claude Ward, Cindy Jenkins dad

Sister-in-law, Debbie Harris (Tom and Becky Fortenberry)

Judy Harris
 

Martha and Preston Taylor
 

The family of Linda Fangman, Bill Fangman's mother, who died on October 9th

Mark and Denise Andrews

Royston Acheson

Tina Moore’s sister, Luisa

PRIMETIMERS TRIP TO BOONE

The Primetimers took a road trip to Boone NC on Monday October 24th.  It was a beautiful day, sunny and warm.  The leaves 
were bright shades of yellow and burgundy.  Once in Boone they enjoyed a family style lunch at the Daniel Boone Inn.  Visited 
Greens Produce store for some freshly picked apples and apple butter.  Lots of laughs shared along the way.  Join them for their 
next outing on December 7th, riding through the McAdenville Christmas lights and then dinner at Hillbilly's BBQ in Lowell.  



Number of adults_____  

(Please Print)
Name____________________________________________

Christmas Concert & Dinner Reservation

There’s a Song in the Air
Concert and Dinner

Sunday, December 18, 2022 at 4:00 PM

The deadline for reservations and payment  is
December 11

Adults:  $10. per person
Children:  (ages 3-10)  $5. per child

There is a $30. family maximum

# of children (age 3-10)______      

Christmas Eve
Luminaries - $5

to honor and remember loved ones

The Children's Ministry is selling luminaries in 
honor/memory of loved ones.

These luminaries will light the walkways of our church 
on December 24 for our Christmas Eve services.

The deadline to order is 
Sunday, December 11, 2022.

(Please print name of person you are honoring 
and/or remembering)______________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

Number of Red Poinsettias_____  # of White Poinsettias_____

Given by: ___________________________________________

Payment:
Check (made out to FUMC Belmont)
Or complete your order on-line at
www.fumcbelmont.org/online-giving

Christmas Poinsettias order form

Poinsettia Orders!

We will be decorating our worship space with red and white 
poinsettias for Christmas.  If you would like to place a 
poinsettia to honor and remember someone, please turn in 
the required information to the church office along with 
payment of $16.00 for each poinsettia.
  
The deadline to order is December 1, 2022

Payment:
Check (made out to FUMC Belmont)
Or complete your order on-line at
www.fumcbelmont.org/online-giving

  

Luminaries order form

Given by:       

Number of Luminaries

Payment:
Check (made out to FUMC Belmont)
Or complete your order on-line at
www.fumcbelmont.org/online-giving

  

(Please print name of person you are honoring 
and/or remembering) ____________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________


