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United in the Spirit, First United Methodist
Church of Belmont exists to be more like
Jesus Christ for our community and beyond

Standing in the old entrance, looking out toward the new entrance under construction.

Dear FUMC Family,
With the reopening our sanctuary on May 1, there is much to celebrate! Your generosity and bold faith have made this
renovation and construction possible. I continue to give thanks for both, neither of which have wavered, even through the
unprecedented upheaval of the past two years. God is good!
Just in the past month, we have depleted our cash-on-hand and begun borrowing funds
from the United Methodist Foundation of Western North Carolina. Your continued financial
support of our Ready campaign will go a long way to ensuring our debt is minimal at the
conclusion of construction. Learn more at fumcbelmont.org/ready. Thank you again for
your generosity.
Watching the progress of the renovation and construction over the past few months, I’ve reflected often on how it might serve as
a metaphor for our relationship with God. St. Augustine writes in the early pages of his Confessions, “My soul is like a house,
Lord, small for you to enter, but I pray you to enlarge it. It is in ruins, but I ask you to remake it. It contains much that you will not
be pleased to see: this I know and do not hide. But who is to rid it of these things? There is no one but you.”

continued on next page

Truly, what God has in mind in each of our lives is a radical renovation project. Watching the progress on our building, here are
some thoughts that come to mind about that work God is doing in us:
•

There are deep foundations containing tens of thousands of pounds of concrete and steel supporting and sustaining
the building that is rising out of the ground. How strong are the foundations of our faith? It’s not visible to anyone,
something just between us and God. How is it with your soul?

•

Things haven’t always gone as planned. It’s been incredible to watch our architects and contractors troubleshoot,
working through issues with great creativity. I wonder if this isn’t what God does in us, too? God never gives up,
always working to see God’s vision for our lives and world through to the end. As Paul says in Philippians 1:6, “He who
began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.”

•

The transformation of our sanctuary is stunning. It’s not excessive or extravagant, yet it is amazing to see the
difference a few changes have made to the space. It has always felt holy to me. Now it feels even more so: bigger,
brighter, and warmer. I wonder if there are small ways God might be inviting you to grow or change, in ways that
would have lasting, significant impact in your journey with God?

As it was announced on April 24, Pastor Ellen and I are returning to FUMC Belmont for another year, beginning July 1. I continue
to give thanks for the privilege of serving among you. Thank you for allowing me to be your pastor. I’m always here if you need
anything. God bless and keep you, always.
In Christ,

UPCOMING

Square 2 will meet for a 1-hour
moderate hike at the Seven Oaks
Preserve Trail that runs along Lake
Wylie and Daniel Stowe Botanical
Gardens on Thursday, May 26th. We
will meet in the parking lot located at
6900 S New Hope Rd, Belmont at
11:00 am. After the hike, we will
enjoy lunch on the lake. All ladies in
the church are invited to join us. For
lunch details, please contact Pam
Stowe at 704-678-4685.

Learn more about United Methodist Polity
(organization and structure)
June 3-4 at Central UMC in Kings Mountain
10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Taught by Dr. Jonathan LeMaster-Smith
Offered by the Catawba Valley District
Methodism Classes Offered (cvdistrictumc.org)
Or www.cvdistrictumc.org
look for “Methodist Classes Offered”

What About the Continuing United Methodist Church?
While no one knows exactly what the future holds, our District Superintendent (David Christy) and Conference Secretary (Kim
Ingram) will be leading a discussion on the future of the United Methodist Church in Western NC. This will be a chance to hear
from conference leaders what our shared future can look like and to ask questions you may have. Our focus will be on the United
Methodist Church, and not on any groups or other denominations that wish to separate from the United Methodist Church. We
will discuss what the future of United Methodism will look like in our Annual Conference.
We have five counties in the Catawba Valley District and we are planning one meeting per county (See dates and locations
below).
Thank you for your commitment to Christ and His Church.
All Sessions are on Sundays, from 3 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.
May 15: First UMC Lincolnton
June 12: St. Luke’s UMC Hickory
July 24: Central UMC Kings Mountain

June 5: First UMC Morganton
July 10: First UMC Gastonia

YOUTH - grades 7-12

THANK YOU
Thank you so much for this scholarship (Lester Carpenter), it is an honor to represent FUMCB at Western!
Thank you,
Hayden King

MAY MEMORY VERSE

During Lent our Kindergarten-3rd grade students got to Bake with the Bible. They learned Bible
stories, baked yummy bread from scratch, and made fun crafts. Many thanks to our volunteers
who tirelessly led this group: Laura Henkel, Jessica Durham, Pam Stowe and Brandon Martin.

22 Families enjoyed finding the Easter eggs hidden by our youth group on
April 10. Families also enjoyed the Easter Story Stones and other activities left
behind by our Easter bunnies. Many thanks to our wonderful Easter bunnies!

REFLECTIONS FROM OUR TWEEN GROUP AT SAMARITANS FEET

"The Tween group was a lot of fun. We would
do fun things and then do a gospel lesson that
went with the lesson. A couple of weeks ago
we went to Samaritans Feet and it felt so good
to help others that were in need of shoes. I
feel like this group helped me and others."
~Abby Smith

"I love being at the Tween Group!
Going to Samaritans Feet just made
it even better. It was such a fun
experience getting to sort shoes for
those in need with all of my friends.
You don't get to do that everyday! I
invite all the kids around my age to
come enjoy the fun as well."
~Vera Boney

"I enjoy spending time with my friends and the leaders
at TWEENS. We have fun while learning about God and
spending time with church family. ~Isla Westendorf

"I thought working at Samaritan's Feet
was really fun. It was bigger than I
expected but it felt good to help others
and I loved spending the morning with
my friends." ~Greta Martin

I loved the tween group! It was
awesome getting to learn about the
Bible and participating in all the
activities! It felt great to volunteer at
Samaritans Feet. I liked getting the
shoes ready; and I’m glad they are
going to people in need! ~Abby Burns

UPDATES
Racial Reconciliation (Team Update for May)
Did you know there is an internationally known African American artist who grew up in Belmont and still makes his home
here? Juan Logan graduated from the historic Reid High School and has travelled extensively putting in art installations
in places all over the world. Mr. Logan is just one of the people our church’s Racial Healing and Reconciliation Team has
met during our work to integrate our faith in Jesus with our desire for racial reconciliation in our church and community.
We have shared some of the history of African-Americans in Belmont at worship during the month of February. We have
learned about the legacy of slavery as its vestiges have continued to have impacts through generations, even to this day.
We have seen how the church has sometimes been a force for positive change in race relations and how sometimes it
has been a reinforcer of the status quo. We have learned much about such loaded terms as “privilege,” and
“reparations.” And we are currently seeking to reach out to communities of color to form relationships that might deepen
our understanding and love for each other.
If you would like to be a member of this team as we further develop plans to help our church become better
“ambassadors of reconciliation” (2 Cor. 5:17-20) in our community, please contact any one of our present members,
even if you are only interested in learning more: Pastor George, Doreen Eager, Cheryl Sutton, Daniel Durham, Thomas
Taylor, Jane Herstine, Kim Ingram, or Mark Andrews.

THOUGHTS, PRAYERS AND SYMPATHY
Gil Fickel
Beverly Karr's mother, Sarah Dixon and also for Beverly and her family as they care for her
Stefanie Pruden’s friend, Sandra Lawrentz
The family and friends of Linda Weatherford who died on April 21
Maggie Moore
Susan Austin
The family of Mary Carpenter, who died on April 6
Bill Layne
You can submit prayer requests to
prayers@fumcbelmont.org
or by clicking this QR code:

MAY BIRTHDAYS
May 1
May 3

May 4

May 6
May 8
May 9
May 11

May 14

Jordyn Harrison
Braxton Tindall
Sharron Herre
Margaret Howard
Carson Meyer
Alex Boehlke
Dennis Lorance
Ben Millspaw
Amelia McKnight
Abbey Gensch Trefzger
Karen Henry
Tom Muchler
Dawn Thompson
Sherrill Austin
William Falls
Hilary Hansen
Laura Henkel
Fred Englerth
Fletcher Martin

May 15

May 16
May 17

May 18
May 19
May 22

May 23

Mike Harrison
Debbie Lorance
Sharon Ruiz
Hendrix Smith
Pat Rice
Sean Corcoran
Eddie Ingram
John Karr
Nikki Fulcher
Lisa Millspaw
Beulah Mullinax
John Armstrong
Sloane Taylor
Megan Wilhelm
Jim Allgood
Victoria Tindall

May 24

May 25
May 26
May 28

May 29
May 30
May 31

Sally Bashant
Leigh Nance
Gearl Dean Page
Kelly Robinson
Adam Tipton
Eleanor Delany
Kathy McKinney
John Tria
Declan Gaskill
Jessica Gray
Jack O’Tuel
Tricia Alascio
Lyn Bondurant
Avery Tipton
Kevin Krouse
Henry Davis
Walker Featherston
Cindy Jenkins

All gifts received by June 12th will be noted in the June 19th bulletin.
Contact Margie Ligon with questions: Margie@fumcbelmont.org
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OUR STAFF
Carole Bertino | Administrative Assistant
Doreen Eager | Director of Adult Discipleship
Margie Ligon | Director of Missions, Youth & Young Adult Ministry
Jennifer Martin | Director of Children’s Ministry
George Ragsdale | Senior Pastor
Ellen Robison | Minister of Worship and the Arts
Linda Smith | Director of the Child Development Center
Mark Sutton | Business Administrator

