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United in the Spirit, First United Methodist
Church of Belmont exists to be more like
Jesus Christ for our community and beyond

Happy New Year! As a new year begins, I’ve been thinking about the beginning of everything, the beginning of all
creation, as described in the Book of Genesis. One of the first images we have of God is of God walking in the garden,
looking for Adam and Eve:
They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze,
and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees
of the garden. But the Lord God called to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?”
It is a powerful, compelling image: God, walking among us, seeking us out, searching for us. Years later, Jesus walked
along the shoreline of the Sea of Galilee calling disciples, telling them to come and follow him. So, the earliest Christians
were known as those “on the way,” fulfilling the prophet Micah’s command to “walk humbly with God.”
I love the image of walking for the spiritual life. We start somewhere, we journey to a new place, we walk always with Christ
as our companion. We might get lost along the way, but always we are invited to come back to Jesus, who leads us on the
way to life and truth.
As we begin 2022, I hope you will join us here at FUMC Belmont for a special series called “The Walk: 5 Essential Practices
of the Christian Life.” Beginning January 9, we’ll be exploring five core habits and practices that make us Christians. Each
week, we’ll offer simple ways for you to take a “next step” in your own walk with God. As we start the year, I hope and pray
our time will lead to a richer, fuller and more blessed life of faith for each of us in 2022 and beyond.
I continue to give thanks for the joy of serving as your pastor. Please know that I am always here if you need anything.
In Christ,

January 9

– Chance the Rapids: The Journey of
a Lifetime
January 16 – Essential Practice: WORSHIP
January 23 – Essential Practice: GROW
January 30 – Essential Practice: SERVE
February 06 – Essential Practice: GIVE
February 13 – Essential Practice: SHARE

UPCOMING

The 2022 Western North Carolina
Conference Martin Luther King Jr.
Commemoration Service will be held
virtually on Saturday, January 15 at
10:00 a.m. The keynote speaker will
be the Reverend Nelson Johnson,
Executive Director of the Beloved
Community Center in Greensboro.
Access the celebration on the
Western North Carolina Conference of
the United Methodist Church
Facebook or You Tube pages, or
linked at www.wnccumc.org.

LEADERSHIP RETREAT
Our 2022 Leadership Retreat will
be held on Sunday, January 23
from 12 noon to 3 pm in
Carpenter Hall. Hosted by our
Committee on Lay Leadership,
ALL those who serve on
ministry teams and committees are encouraged to
attend. We’ll have lunch, review
our mission and values, and
have organizational meetings for
the year ahead. Pastor George
will also share a review of 2021
and offer thoughts to guide us in
the new year.

UPDATES

Construction is underway on our new narthex and sanctuary renovation. Exterior site preparation and demolition of our current
narthex began in late November. These pictures capture some of what’s been happening. You can follow our progress online at
www.fumcbelmont.org/construction.

Demolition began in our sanctuary and we are worshipping in Carpenter Hall. Our last Sunday in the sanctuary was December
26. On January 2 we began worship at both 8:30 and 11:00 in Carpenter Hall. We’re asking everyone to enter
through the large double doors under the breezeway. Carpenter Hall will also be used for Sunday Breakfasts and Wednesday
night Meet in the Middle meals. Please bear with us and with one another as we adjust to this temporary arrangement. Pinnix is
estimating the sanctuary will be completed by mid April.

Thanks to everyone who participated in our 2022 Campaign for Ministry, The Gift of Love: Generosity from the Heart. We
received 76 estimates of giving totaling $460,688.00. By comparison, we received 53 estimates in 2021 totaling $273,406 and
89 in 2019, totaling $438,736. That’s an increase of 5%! Our church is living out our core value of generosity, enabling us to
continue serving our community and beyond. Thank you!
Of course, generosity is about more than meeting a budget or stewardship goal. Generosity is a spiritual discipline that opens us
to God’s grace in powerful ways. If you have not submitted an estimate of giving card for 2022, we still need to hear from you!
Cards are available in the church office and can be completed online at www.fumcbelmont.org/heart.

VOLUNTEER HIGHLIGHTS

Diane McClure, Dave Gensch, Janice Pennington and Denise Andrews have been watching the babies in the nursery during the
Sunday School hour every week for years! Dave has been serving in the nursery for over a decade. Having consistent friendly
faces to nurture our youngest members is vital to babies being happy and parents able to attend adult Sunday School. Thank
you Diane, Dave, Janice and Denise for your weekly service!
Ed and Gail Hanigan are superb cooks and truly take pleasure in catering to our FUMC
community. They cook breakfast on Sunday mornings once or twice a month and you will
be greeted by Gail’s smiling face as she serves you eggs, bacon, sausage, biscuits, and
gravy.
They are also faithful members of the Chancel Choir and both served in worship for over six
months when we were worshipping outside at the Scout Hut during the pandemic. Gail
was an usher and he ran our sound system. Thank you, Ed and Gail, for all of your service
to the FUMC family.

YOUTH - grades 7-12

TWEENS - grades 4-6

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
January 1
January 2
January 3

January 4
January 5
January 6
January 7
Jaunary 8

January 9

Karen Bynum Northcott
Georgia Smith
Madison Cauble
William Henkel
Will Stowe
Quinn Barnette
Brian Kelso
Tom Pennington
Alan Smith
Terri Harrison
Eric Lowe
Catie Kalmbach
Liz McGraw
Summer VanGastle
Carol Weisenauer
Audrey Andrews
Hayes Andrews

January 10
Janet Widenhouse
January 11 Anna Katherine Overcash
January 12
Anneke Armstrong
Doug Herre
Lynn Hansen
January 13
Ashlee Stowe
January 14
Hank Gillespie
January 15 Arin Weatherford Farmer
Ryan McKinney
Christine Forbes
January 16
Harper Forbes
January 17
Allan Haggai
January 18
Jane McLean
Vicki Allgood
January 19
Meredith Bowen
Gretchen Bashant

January 20
January 21
January 24

January 25
January 26
January 28
January 29

January 31

THOUGHTS, PRAYERS AND SYMPATHY
Kellyann Schuler and family (Ann McKenney)
Lori Giang's mother, Elizabeth Bunce
Lynn McGee (Bob Burnette)
New grandson, Leo and daughter Michelle (Alice Farris)
Jennifer Martin's father, Kent Metz, her mother, Georgia, and the entire Metz family
Cherry Norton and her husband Tommy
The family of Gary Cooper, Renee Painter's father, who died on December 3rd
Those in Assisted Living
Carillon Assisted Living: Trudi Kinney, Ruth Vanier
Wellmore of Tega Cay: Margaret Howard
Moringside of Gastonia: Linda Weatherford

You can submit prayer requests to
prayers@fumcbelmont.org
or by or by clicking this QR code:

Jacob Painter
Wilson Andrews
Dustin Spivey
Rick Hanafin
Claire Russell
Richard Bertino
Lizzie Williams
Kim Pennington
Sophia Cochran
Charles Russell, Jr.
Ed Hanigan
Teagan Preisach
Teri Wilson
Kayla Karr
Jones Smith
Renee Painter
Harper Johnston

Happy New Year, Parents! The fresh start of a new year is so exciting
and often full of good intentions, but it usually doesn't take long to fall
behind on resolutions and give up. Let's approach 2022 differently.
In our children's ministry this year we will focus on different aspects of our
faith each month. Our January and February focus will be on prayer. My
goal is to equip you to pray for your children and to teach them to pray for
others.
Each week in the month of January, I plan to send a Monday morning text
with a quick prayer you can pray over your children every day that week.
Go to www.fumcbelmont.org/kids to sign up for text messages.

Alleluia Choir begins rehearsal
January 19 at 5:30 p.m. Come
sing and play instruments with us if
you're in Kindergarten through 6th
grade! For more info, contact Ellen
at ellen@fumcbelmont.org

REFLECTIONS

Our families enjoyed a Movie Night on December 3
with popcorn and sherbert. Mary Beth Tipton said,
"Emma and Avery had so much fun at movie night
watching The Star. They especially loved being with their
friends, snacking on popcorn and eating ice cream.
They love FUMC!"

Lauren Bryant said - We have really enjoyed all of our
advent resources, but our favorite is the book 25 Days of
the Christmas Story. We have loved getting to know each
person or place and their character traits. The children
look forward to it every night!

Martin Family - Our family loves the Advent wreath
and the 25 Days of the Christmas Story.

COMING IN FEBRUARY

SQUARE
TWO

Square Two Group
will meet on Thursday February 3rd.
Vicki Allgood and Alice Farris will host.
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OUR STAFF
Carole Bertino | Administrative Assistant
Doreen Eager | Director of Adult Discipleship
Margie Ligon | Director of Missions, Youth & Young Adult Ministry
Jennifer Martin | Director of Children’s Ministry
Janice Pennington | Business Manager
George Ragsdale | Senior Pastor
Ellen Robison | Minister of Worship and the Arts
Linda Smith | Director of the Child Development Center
Mark Sutton | Business Administrator

