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United in the Spirit, First United Methodist
Church of Belmont exists to be more like
Jesus Christ for our community and beyond

Dear FUMC Family,
It’s hard to believe January is almost over and February is upon us! Already, 2022 has been a busy year for our church family.
We started the year serving an extra week of meals for Feeding the Children. We moved worship to Carpenter Hall and work has
begun on the renovations to our sanctuary. Construction crews are hard at work and very soon our new narthex will begin to take
shape as foundations are poured and walls rise up out of the ground. We launched new small groups for all ages which are well
underway. In a couple of weeks, we’ll finish our series exploring five basic practices essential to the Christian faith. And we’ve
continued all of our ongoing ministries, learning and serving together in so many ways.
An article I read recently suggested that when asked why they aren’t more involved in church, millennials often share that they
discovered that while their parents were often “good at doing church,” they didn’t see a huge impact or difference in the way
they lived their lives. It’s an important question. Our goal and purpose in all that we do together is not merely to become good
church members, but to become more Christlike in all that we speak, think and do.
In just a few short weeks the season of Lent will begin, offering a time of intentional spiritual renewal in preparation for Easter.
This year in church, we’ll be focusing on eight stories from the Gospel of Luke in which we find Jesus eating. As Luke
remembers it, mealtimes were very important to Jesus. At the table, he gave some of his most important teachings about
himself and the kingdom of God. So, we’ll look closely at these meals, and the importance of dining with Jesus.
I’d invite you to consider how our worship focus might impact you beyond Sunday—in particular, how you eat your meals
throughout the week. If your house is anything like mine, dinner time is often rushed and hectic. I’ve heard from some families
who often eat fast food for dinner in the car, on the way from one activity to another. Yet, studies have shown that taking time as
a family to eat together is one of the most formative, impactful things we can do for our children. Many among us are single.
Just figuring out what to cook for one can be challenging. How might all of us, in this holy season, experience the grace of
eating together in a new way? Here are some simple ideas:
- If it’s not part of your routine, plan now to set aside one or two meals each week during Lent to sit down and share
together as a family. Turn off your phones and devices and make them special times to talk and share and pray with
each other.
- If you’re by yourself, consider inviting family, or a friend or neighbor to join you for a meal each week. You might take
turns cooking. Spend time getting to know one another.
- Consider finding ways to eat meals with those who are different from you.
- Even if you’ve not done so before, plan to join us during Lent for our Meet in the Middle fellowship meals. Sit with
people you don’t know and learn about new people in our church family.
- Commit to joining us in worship, where we feast with Christ and share in the power of his presence with us.
My dad, who died in December, thought meals were the most important thing in the world. Through high school, he made sure
we ate as many meals together as possible, getting up to cook breakfast every morning! He loved eating out with friends and
sharing meals with parishioners after church on Sundays.
There was, and is, something holy about the table. Christ turns up in the faces around us and we find grace we didn’t expect. I
hope you’ll join me this Lent in experiencing that grace and holiness as we eat and share together.

UPCOMING

March 06 – All Are Welcome (Luke 5:27-32)
March 13 – A Table of Forgiveness (Luke 7:36-50)
March 20 – A Feast of Abundance (Luke 9:10-17)
March 27 – The Better Part (Luke 10:38-42)
April 3 – Holiness and Justice (Luke 11, selected verses)
April 10 – A Final Supper (Luke 22, selected verses)
April 17 – How to Meet the Risen Lord (Luke 24, selected verses)
Cooks are needed for these
meals. Many slots open.
Please sign up at
fumcbelmont.org/meetmiddle

SQUARE 2 group will meet on
Thursday, February 3rd, at 6:30 p.m.
for a dinner meeting at The Lodge,
101 Kenwood Street, Belmont. Join
them for a meal, fellowship, and
planning their next service project.
Please RSVP to Vicki Allgood at
704-578-4633 or
vickiallgood@bellsouth.net

KNITTING GROUP
Do you like to knit? Would you like to
learn how? Bring your own project or
work on projects for the church. All are
welcome - no experience necessary!
This group will meet every other Sunday
at 3:00 p.m. in Room 400. In February
they will meet on the 6th and the 20th.
Contact Cindy Jenkins for more
information:
cwjenkins@carolina.rr.com

Is your recipe hot and spicy
or sweet and savory?
Our local Belmont Firefighters will
judge who has the best chili in town.

Sign up to enter your Chili recipe
www.fumcbelmont.org/chilicookoff

Come and join the fun.
February 6th at 5 p.m.
in Carpenter Hall.

Ruth Circle Has Returned!
Ladies come and join the fun!
February 17 at 6:30 p.m.
at the Bowling Alley in Belmont
for a fun night of bowling.
*March 24 at 6:30 p.m. tentative plans to meet at the
home of Carrie Jones for a night of fun and fellowship.

Annual Super Bowl BBQ Fundraiser
Boy Scout Troop 56 & Cub Scout Pack 56

Explore Theology
Grow Spiritually
Learn in Community

14-hour hickory-smoked BBQ for the Super Bowl
Prepared by Troop/Pack 56 Scouts. All proceeds directly to
the Troop/Pack for Scouting activities

The Candler Foundry aims to make theological
education accessible to everyone – believers and seekers,
Sunday school attendees and lay ministers, community
organizers and non-profit leaders, regular church goers and
those just curious about faith.
https://candlerfoundry.emory.edu

Order Online:
https:bsa56-Belmont-nc.square.site/
or Text Your Order: “BBQ” to (704) 413-4951
Smoked BBQ Butt, whole: $40 per butt
Carolina-Style “Eagle Sauce”: $5 per 10oz

The Candler Foundry is an initiative of Emory University’s
Candler School of Theology, a United Methodist
seminary.

PICKUP: Saturday February 12th
or Sunday February 13th
12pm-4pm at Scout Lodge, 807 South Point Rd, Belmont
(Specify Pickup day when ordering)

THE DEADLINE TO ORDER YOUR PINE NEEDLES IS FEBRUARY 20TH!!

Pine Needle Sale
Get ready for Spring and let us help you
spruce up your yard! The United Methodist
Men and the Youth Group will be holding a
pine needle sale on Friday, March 4th and
Saturday, March 5th. These are the better
quality long leaf pine needles and will cost
$5.00 per bale. The pine needles will be
available for pickup starting at 8:00 a.m. and
delivery will be available. If you
preorder 20 or more bales we will deliver
them for free. If you would like to order less
than 20 delivery options are available for a
fee. To place an order, attach payment to this
order form and place in the wooden payment
box in the narthex. We will also be selling any
extras on Saturday, March 5th starting at 8:00
a.m. while supplies last. Money raised will
help support the youth attending summer
Missions Trips and Methodist Men projects.

Payment due before delivery
(PLEASE PRINT)
Name
Address
City

State

Phone

Email

# of bales

@ $5.00 each

Total

Need delivery (20 or more bales is free; $10 for less than 20) yes / no

Delivery Fee
Total Paid
Scan the code to pay

Special instructions for delivery

Please contact Jon Boney with any questions (Jon.Boney@sbdinc.com)

YOUTH - grades 7-12

UPDATES
Work continues on our new
narthex and sanctuary renovation.
In December, Pinnix focused on
WELCOME • WORSHIP • GROW
demolition and site preparation,
including needed water/sewer infrastructure. Demolition of exterior walls
has been completed to make room for our new addition. Our final
worship service in the sanctuary was held on December 26. Demolition
of the sanctuary began on January 3 with removal of carpet,
preparations for pew reupholstery, and removal of the concrete block that
made the chancel area so dangerous over the years. Space for our
wheelchair lift, making the chancel accessible has been created. In the
coming weeks, the new chancel area will be built and sheetrock installed
throughout the sanctuary.
Visit www.fumcbelmont.org/construction to stay up-to-date on our
progress!

READY

Pew cushions have been removed for reupholstering.

Construction crews making space for our new wheelchair lift.

Chancel furniture n the way to
reupholstering!

Exterior walls being removed.

The raised concrete block in the chancel
has been removed.

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT

Thank you to all of the ladies from the Square Two
small group who worked so hard to make the FUMC
annual Christmas dinner a success! Utilizing all of
their gifts, from decorating, to serving dinner, and
cleanup!

Dianne McClure and Dave Gensch have cooked meals for the FUMC Family
Life Committee for the past eleven years. They did not disappoint with their final
meal, it was delicious, and the plating was aesthetically pleasing. These meals
mean so much to our church community and especially at this time when we
need fellowship more than ever. Thank you so much Dianne and Dave for all of
your hard work to make these events so special!

In addition to serving as an usher and occasional cook on Wednesday nights, Alex Bryant
is the co-chair of our Building and Renovation Team. For the past five years he has worked
closely with Meriwether Maynard and others to develop and finalize plans, raise funds, and
prepare our church for construction and renovation. Now that the work is underway, Alex is
on-site at the church almost every day, coordinating details with Pinnix Construction
Company, troubleshooting problems, and ensuring their work does not prevent us from
continuing in mission and ministry together. He has given countless hours to this project, a
labor of love and sign of his faith. Thank you, Alex!

For decades Doug Moody has modeled a servant's heart and attitude for FUMC Belmont.
Doug has faithfully given his musical talents to our adult choir, handbells and as a
saxophone soloist. He served our youth program as a weekly volunteer and chaperone for
years. Doug spends countless hours every week taking care of our church building and
grounds. When light bulbs go out, Doug changes them. When the alarm goes off, Doug is
called. When something needs to be moved, fixed or wired, Doug is the one to make sure it
happens. Most recently, Doug spent days organizing a small team of men to move our
largest pieces of furniture, such as the pulpit, lectern, and altar, from the sanctuary to
Carpenter Hall. He then spent more days running wires and making sure video and sound
equipment was working before we began worshiping in Carpenter Hall. We are blessed to
have Doug as the Chairperson of our Trustees and as a member of our church. Thank you
Doug for your amazing and constant service to the Lord through FUMC Belmont!

THANK YOU

Dear Church Family,
I just want to say thank you to each and every one of you for the last 18 years. I had big shoes to fill following Vanda and I
was definitely nervous about it. But with your patience and grace and after a few years, I was able to feel comfortable. I
have been able to work with amazing staff over the years and continue to have wonderful friendships with many of them.
I have been humbled by all the love you’ve shown me through your cards, phone calls, gifts, a wonderful retirement lunch,
the beautiful bouquet of roses and your generous love offering! I just appreciate it all more than I can say.
Of course I’ll be seeing you around as my faith journey continues at FUMC-Belmont. As most of you know, I am beyond
excited to maybe relax a little more, spend more time with family and just see what the next chapter of my life holds.
I leave you in very capable hands with Mark Sutton. He is already doing a great job and with our grace, patience and
support he will be a great asset to our already amazing staff! Blessings to you all in this New Year!
With gratitude and love,
Janice

A Word of thanks from our PrimeTimers:
Thanks so much to our staff and youth for the attention and love shown to our Seniors during this
Christmas season. The cards, gifts and drive through “Christmas Town” were so thoughtful!
We all especially enjoyed the enactment of the Christmas story that was so well done by our Youth.

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS
February 1
February 2

February 5
February 6

February 7
February 10
February 11
February 12
February 13

Vera Boney
Hayley Lowe
Julia Griffin
Jackson Delany
Ben Washam
Greg Stanforth
Kurt Widenhouse
Emma Beaty
Casey Dunigan
Ginger Feimster
Denise Pruitt
Agnes Horsley
Todd O’Tuel
Lori Hanafin
Austin Andrews
Mary Lou Johnston
Cheryl Sutton
Parker Brinkley

February 14

February 15
February 17

February 19

February 20
February 21
February 22

Beth Parker Woodliff
Melanie Smith Carter
Mary Beth Moore
Bill Jenkins
Murphy Clark
Charlie Wilhelm
Grace Bondurant
Sara Gray
Jeani Reagan
Chelsea Elmore
Leslie Kalmbach
Coleman Williams
Brian Wood
McCauley Griffin
Kym Corcoran
Micaela Smith
Madeline Snyder

February 23

February 24
February 25
February 26
February 27
February 28

February 29

Pam Smith
Franklin Widenhouse
Bianca Hanafin
Tim Ellis
Barry Tomlinson
Brandon Martin
Karen Easter Bayne
Carol Tomlinson
Jack Haggai
Mathew Delany
Chris Smith
Betsy McKee
Janice Pennington
Bob Burnette
Anne Harrill
Mary Layne
Hannah Phillips
Janet Bucca Rhodes

CHURCH FLOWERS
A new calendar for placing flowers in
the church is now available in the
hallway outside Carpenter Hall. You can
sign up to place flowers in the church
on Sundays in 2022 to the glory of God
and to honor or remember loved ones
or special occasions.

THOUGHTS, PRAYERS AND SYMPATHY
The family of Michael Shrauder, especially Vanessa and Paloma, who died on January 24th
Norma Arnold (Trevis and Adrian Lunsford)
Tina Moore’s sister, Anita Elliott
Dottie Moore's mother, Anne Haxton
Carol Weisenauer's daughter, Dr. Cynthia Witt
The family of Tony Peloso upon his death (Jennifer Acheson)
Alex Underhill, Cindy Griffin’s nephew
Jimmy Turner, brother of Cindy Griffin
Those in Assisted Living
Carillon Assisted Living: Trudi Kinney, Ruth Vanier
Wellmore of Tega Cay: Margaret Howard
Moringside of Gastonia: Linda Weatherford

You can submit prayer requests to
prayers@fumcbelmont.org
or by clicking this QR code:

COMING IN MARCH
Ever wonder why we celebrate the start of Lent with a
pancake dinner? Here is the reason: It was customary in
many cultures to eat pancakes or other foods made with the
butter, eggs, and fat that would be given up during the
Lenten season. The particular tradition of British Christians
enjoying pancakes on Shrove Tuesday dates back to the
16th century.
Mark your calendars to join the FUMC family for our annual
Shrove pancake dinner, Tuesday March 1st at 6:00 p.m., in
Carpenter Hall. It will be a fun time of food and fellowship!

ASH WEDNESDAY
On Wednesday, March 2nd we will be holding two
Ash Wednesday services at 11:00 a.m. and 6:30 p.m.
to mark the beginning of Lent. We will prepare our
hearts for a time of repentance by the marking of
ashes on our forehead while we share Scripture,
music and God's Word for our journey toward Easter.
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OUR STAFF
Carole Bertino | Administrative Assistant
Doreen Eager | Director of Adult Discipleship
Margie Ligon | Director of Missions, Youth & Young Adult Ministry
Jennifer Martin | Director of Children’s Ministry
Janice Pennington | Business Manager
George Ragsdale | Senior Pastor
Ellen Robison | Minister of Worship and the Arts
Linda Smith | Director of the Child Development Center
Mark Sutton | Business Administrator

TWEENS - grades 4-6

reflections from families who served with Feeding the Children

Claire Dunigan (age 8) -- My mom, GiGi, and I picked up
our bags of food from the church with the other volunteers.
We went house to house to deliver the packages. Everyone
was so happy to receive the food. I enjoy seeing other
people eating and being happy. We should all help feed
each other. We are a community together. Caring about
others shows that we are a community that shows God’s love.

Shannon Martin -- We (Brandon, Shannon, Grant (11) and
Colton (8) were glad to help deliver meals for the Feeding the
Children ministry. It was a great way for my boys to learn the
importance of helping others in our community while helping
meet a very important community need. I know this program
takes a lot of time, coordination and volunteers and I’m so
grateful that FUMC- Belmont participates in this ministry to
help the children in our community and that our family was
able to do a small part to help out as well.

Kristen Surratt -- “Count bags! Count bags!” Two words that greeted me each

morning our family had signed up for Feeding the Children. Oliver (age 2), his great
grandfather (age 87) and myself delivered meals during Feeding the Children this
past Christmas break. I never could have imagined the power in watching my oldest
and youngest family members serving the community together. As we arrived at
church, Oliver was ready and waiting to “count bags” as we put them on the cart.
What had initially been planned as family time to meet a community need and an
act of obedience to care for the least of these, I became keenly aware of a Holy
Moment beyond what I could have expected.
As I watched my toddler help prepare the cart, carefully counting and placing each
bag, it became a reality to me that serving with our kids when they are young is not
only important but possible. On day two, when he so eagerly asked about counting
bags at home, I realized how joyful Oliver was in this service of counting. And as his
grandfather would talk to him about the “kiddies” we were meeting and helping, I
had a first-row seat to the passing of our faith from generation to generation. The
weather didn’t matter to Oliver. The amount of time we waited for meals to be ready
didn’t matter either. He simply had a joyful heart while helping others, and teaching
me lesson after lesson about raising faithful children and my own attitude towards
serving others.

