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United in the Spirit, First United Methodist
Church of Belmont exists to be more like
Jesus Christ for our community and beyond

Throughout Lent, as part of our Dinner with Jesus series, we are celebrating Holy Communion at both services
every week. It’s sparked some fantastic conversations, which have helped me to reflect on the meaning of the
sacrament in powerful ways.
In 1732 John Wesley, the founder of Methodism, wrote a sermon called “On the Duty of Constant Communion.”
In the sermon, he outlines the reason why Christians should receive the sacrament as often as they can. Chief
among the reasons Wesley gives is that we should take communion as often as possible because it’s what Jesus
told us to do.
Saint Paul offers the earliest scriptural account of Jesus’ institution of the Lord’s Supper in First Corinthians
11:23-26: “For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he
was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, ‘This is my body that is
for you. Do this in remembrance of me.’ In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, ‘This cup is
the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ For as often as you eat
this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.”
Wesley’s point? Jesus told us to do it. And to do it often. It’s really a wonderful thought! Whenever we share in
Holy Communion together, we are doing exactly what Jesus told us to do! As one scholar has suggested,
sharing at the table together offers us a vision of heaven—all of us, faithful to commandments of God.
It is also a glimpse of heaven because we know that the Risen Christ comes to meet us in the bread and wine.
We come as close to Jesus as we possibly can when we feast together at the Lord’s table. He is really present
with us!
As we approach the Easter season, I pray that you will encounter the Risen Christ in powerful ways as we share
the sacrament together. And that fulfilling this commandment Jesus gave will strengthen and sustain us to
continue growing in our faith and service to God.
Thank you for the joy of serving as your pastor. Please know I am always here if you need anything!
In Christ,

UPCOMING

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE
Palm/Passion Sunday April 10 | 8:30 and 11:00 a.m.
Join us for worship as we remember Jesus’ Triumphant Entry into Jerusalem,
marking the beginning of his final week leading to the cross.
Maundy Thursday Service of Worship Thursday, April 14 | 7:00 p.m.
Maundy Thursday is named for the mandatum (Latin for “commandment”) Jesus’ gave on this night to love one another
as he shared his Last Supper with the disciples. This year, we gather on this night to feast with him again in the
celebration of Holy Communion. The service includes beautiful music and a “stripping” of the altar, removing
ornamentation and color from the chancel to mark the solemnity of the occasion.
Community Cross Walk Friday, April 15 | 12:00 noon | Lutheran Church of the Holy Comforter
Join our brothers and sisters in Christ from around Belmont for a moving, socially-distanced walk through downtown
Belmont, remembering Christ’s journey to the cross. The walk concludes at First Presbyterian Church.
Good Friday Tenebrae Service Friday, April 15 | 7:00 p.m.
Our Tenebrae Service, or “Service of Shadows” retells the story of Good Friday through Scripture, music and a gradual
dimming of the sanctuary to total darkness. The service will be live-streamed. We remember on this night what makes
Good Friday good, for on this day God’s deepest love for us was revealed in the death of Jesus Christ.
Community Easter Sunrise Service Sunday, April 17 | Greenwood Cemetery
We’ll gather as a community with our brothers and sisters from around Belmont to celebrate the resurrection.
Easter Sunday Service of Worship Sunday, April 17 | 8:30 and 11:00 a.m.
Join us for Easter Sunday Worship with Holy Communion and special music. It will be a grand day as we celebrate Christ’s
victory over sin and death and claim our place as God’s “Easter People!”

SQUARE 2
Our april meeting will be Thursday, April 7th at 7:00 p.m. at the
church, hosted by Jane Herstine, in the Carpenter Hall Classroom.
Our April project is “April Showers” for Catherine’s House.
Catherine’s House is a battered women’s shelter for women and
their children.
Our March meeting at Least of These Carolina’s was very informative
and hopefully in the futhre we will help out this awesome ministry
again whether it be financially or with our time. Thanks for all the
socks and pj donations and to Angela and Cindy J. for arranging this
tour for us. Lunch was fun and we missed all of you that could not
join us.
KNITTING GROUP
April 3rd and 17th at 3:00 p.m. in Wanderers classroom
Everyone is welcome, from novice to expert. Contact Cindy Jenkins for more information.
cwjenkins@carolina.rr.com

Methodism Classes -- Spring 2022
The Catawba Valley District is offering classes on Methodism for clergy and laity who serve in leadership positions in your
church. These classes meet the requirements for Advanced Lay Servant courses in the Catawba Valley District.

All classes are taught Dr. Jonathan LeMaster-Smith.

There are three 2-day classes offered this spring: UM History, UM Doctrine, and UM Polity. Each class consists of 2 days of
instruction, held on a Friday - Saturday.
There are also books that are required, which you will need to purchase before class and bring with you. The books are
available at www.amazon.com and/or www.cokesbury.com.
Classes will be held at Central United Methodist Church (113 S Piedmont Ave, Kings Mountain, NC).
** Certificates will be issued, which can then be used for CEU credit or for Catawba Valley District Advanced Lay Servant
course credit.
United Methodist Doctrine - April 29 - 30, 2022
•
•
•
•

Friday, April 29: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Saturday, April 30: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
REGISTRATION DEADLINE FOR THIS COURSE: April 21, 4 p.m.
Books: (You must acquire the books before class and bring them with you. Books are available from
Cokesbury.com if you wish to purchase; or you might be able to borrow one from your church.)
• REQUIRED: The Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church, 2016
• OPTIONAL: Responsible Grace: John Wesley's Practical Theology, by Randy Maddox

United Methodist Polity - June 3 - 4, 2022
•
•
•
•

Friday, June 3: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Saturday, June 4: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
REGISTRATION DEADLINE FOR THIS COURSE: May 26, 4 p.m.
Books: (You must acquire the books before class and bring them with you. Books are available from
Cokesbury.com if you wish to purchase; or you might be able to borrow one from your church.)
• REQUIRED: The Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church, 2016
• OPTIONAL: Quick and Easy Guide to United Methodist Polity, by Anne L. Burkholder and Thomas W. Elliot, Jr.

Payment Information
Registration fee includes refreshments, snack breakfast and lunch.
The cost for each 2-day class will be $50, which covers the cost of refreshments and lunches. (NOTE: The Catawba
Valley District will provide a $25 scholarship for all registrants who are members of the CV District. Your
total cost will be $25 per class.)
Register at: https://wnc-reg.brtapp.com/MethodismSpring2022

SERVICE AND MISSIONS
Persons who want to provide
humanitarian assistance to the
Ukrainian people in the wake of the
Russian invasion of their country may
contribute to UMCOR, International
Disaster Response and Recovery. This
fund through the United Methodist
structure will provide direct assistance
to those in Ukraine as well as
assistance to Ukrainians fleeing to
neighboring countries. One hundred
percent of your donation will support
this cause. Global Ministries is in
touch with the church’s leadership as
well as with church leaders in countries welcoming those who are fleeing from
violence in Ukraine. You may write a check to FUMCB and note Ukraine in the
memo or donate directly to UMCOR using the link,
www.umcmission.org/advance-project/982450.
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Construction continues on our sanctuary renovation and new narthex. Crews have
installed the steel frame for the narthex, giving us a real sense of what the new space will
be like. Inside, painting is nearly complete and installation of new flooring (hardwood in
the chancel, carpet everywhere else) will begin soon. We hope to be able to announce a
date for returning to worship in the sanctuary very soon. Look for news as soon as we
can say for sure!

Thank you for your support of our Ready campaign. As you
know, the cost of the project when finally approved was
significantly higher than originally anticipated, meaning all of
us will need to continue giving as we are able to pay our loan
from the United Methodist Foundation of Western North
Carolina.

RACIAL HEALING AND RECONCILIATION: UPDATE
The apostle Paul tells the church at Corinth that Christians have been given “the ministry of reconciliation” (2 Cor. 5:18). In a world
divided along political, racial, economic lines (and more), perhaps the ministry of reconciliation has never been more important.
Since last fall, several of us here at FUMCB have been participating in how better to be agents of racial reconciliation. Sponsored
by the Equity and Justice Ministries of our conference, and hosted by a non-profit called Boundless Impact, this training
opportunity has given our local team some tools to help our church be better equipped for this ministry in our community.
We have been introduced to a six-step process to engage in this work:
• Resist - as our baptismal covenant reminds us, we are to “resist the evil powers of this world,” which lead to injustice and
oppression of peoples.
• Recognize - acknowledge the harsh realities of inequities that exist and the imbalances of privilege in our society.
• Repent - confess whatever part we have played in maintaining the system of inequities in our culture and seek
forgiveness from those who have endured the resulting injustice.
• Repair - seek to fix what is broken, repair damage. Like Zaccheus sought to make restitution to any he had defrauded,
we likewise seek to make amends for suffering endured.
• Reconstruct - seek to dismantle structures that sustain inequities, creating systems that are just.
• Restore - focus on relationships - healing happens at a table of equals. How do we make a place at the table for everyone?
Even a quick glance at the six steps underscores how much work needs to be done, and how difficult this work of reconciliation
may be. But this work is critical for Christians. Jesus implies that reconciliation is essential to our worship of God.
So when you are offering your gift at the altar, if you remember that your brother or sister has something against you,
leave your gift there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother or sister, and then come and offer your gift.
(Matt. 5:23-24, NRSV)
Racial reconciliation is not a side issue for us as followers of Jesus - it is central to what it means to be a disciple. As our local
leadership team provides opportunities for our church to engage in self-education and advocacy I hope you will join in. We will be
better disciples as a result.
Mark Andrews,
Co-leader, Racial Healing and Reconciliation Team

NEWS AND REVIEWS

THE WELCOME TABLE
Hebrews 13:2 instructs, “Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some have entertained angels
without knowing it.” One might wonder if the writer had the story from Genesis 18 in mind. In Genesis 18, Abraham meets
three men and invites them to dine with him. During dinner, they share the good news of God’s favor in Abraham and
Sarah’s lives. Abraham and Sarah didn’t know it, but they were welcoming the presence of God to their table. How powerful
for us to welcome guests to worship! We are not simply welcoming them to church, but to feast with the Risen Jesus!
Daniel Eng, professor at Western Seminary in Oregon, offers these simple suggestions for all of us to better welcome guests:
1.

Arrive to worship early. Arriving early puts you in a relaxed mindset and prepares you to connect with God
and others.
2. Sit closer to the front. When people come for the first time, they usually want to stay anonymous. If regular
attendees like you sit closer to the front, you can leave the seats in the back for those who are new.
3. Sit in the middle of your row. Often newcomers show up late for one reason or another. Will you serve them
by leaving the aisle seats open for those who come late?
4. Look for needs. Look for a need and offer to meet that need.

“Perfecting our church digital directory, NameTaggle.”
LESTER CARPENTER SCHOLARSHIP
Any graduating high school senior who is a member of
First United Methodist Church Belmont or a First United
Methodist Church Belmont Youth participant or a
student at South Point High School may apply for the
Lester Carpenter Scholarship. You may download an
application at the Church website
(www.fumcbelmont.org/scholarship), obtain a hard
copy from the Administrative Office at FUMC Belmont,
or obtain from the South Point High School website or
Guidance Counselor Office (Erin Stokes). All applications for our senior high school church members and
Youth participants should be completed (printed hard
copies) and returned by Thursday, April 7th to First
United Methodist Church, Attn: Lester Carpenter
Scholarship Committee, 807 South Point Road,
Belmont, NC 28012. If you have questions, please
contact any member of the Endowment Committee.

By now hopefully you've heard of our
digital church directory, NameTaggle. To
make it most effective, please check to
see if your basic information is listed on
your post. Remember these basic steps:
• Download the (free) NameTaggle app.
• Join our church with code 807FUMCB.
• Enter basic information such as address, email, phone
numbers and upload a picture.
You can easily hit “Edit” at the bottom of your profile picture and
update information at any time. There is a privacy box where
you can turn on/off any information you do not want others to
have. Please remember only our church members can see this
information, so be sure the basic “church directory” information
is listed.
--Reverend Richard Randolph

As we draw closer to the reopening of our Sanctuary,
we will need more ushers to welcome people into
God's house and make them feel at home.
Hear Western North Carolina Bishop Ken Carter talk
about the United Methodist Church
“in a season of waiting.”
Living in Connection in a Season of Waiting
(wnccumc.org)

Do you have
the gift of
hospitality?
Looking for a
place to serve?
We need you!

Please contact Ellen at
ellen@fumcbelmont.org
for more information.

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT
Bob Burnette is a fun loving, multitalented person. He has been a faithful member of the Worship
Team at the 8:30 a.m. service from its very inception, singing and playing guitar, bass and
harmonica. Bob also sang with the Chancel Choir for many years. He often provides music
leadership for the Wednesday Eucharist service as well as serving on the Worship Committee. At
Christmas you will find Bob setting up the very large Christmas tree in our Sanctuary and at Easter
he is the one who transports the large cross for our Holy Week services. Bob also volunteers on the
worship and finance committees and has been a vital leader in the Wesley Fellowship Sunday
School class. His famous 'Dessert Chili' was very popular at the Chili-cookoff this year. Thank you
Bob for sharing your gifts with the FUMC family!
Leigh Nance is a teacher at heart. She teaches all day at South Point High School then continues
to use her skills on Wednesday night to teach our Tweens about God. Leigh is the trailblazer
launching this new ministry for FUMCB to help bridge our older elementary children into Middle
school. Since Leigh has been a leader for our confirmation program, she has plenty of experience in
introducing the Christian faith to young lives. She has also volunteered for several years as our Chair
for the Administrative Council and serves on the board of the Child Development Center. Thank you,
Leigh, for all the ways you serve our church and especially your dedication to teaching our young
people how to live out an active, curious faith.

Leading the missionary efforts of FUMCB is no tiny task. Lisa Millspaw leads all the great work
that is being carried out through the Service and Missions committee. Lisa has chaired this
committee since 2018. She oversees and guides the preparation and planning for everything this
committee supports throughout the year in sustaining our relationships with the poor and needy in
our community and beyond. Her compassionate heart for those who don’t have the resources
necessary to live a full and healthy life is the fuel behind this productive and unstoppable woman. In
addition to chairing this committee Lisa volunteers in our nursery, Tween ministry, youth ministry and
basically anywhere she is called to serve.

THOUGHTS, PRAYERS AND SYMPATHY
Linda Weatherford
Nancy Taylor (Genora Cheshire)
Pamela Ward
Praise to God upon the quick recovery of Leighton (Nancy Stamps)
Andrew Ingram
Mary Carpenter
Brenda Austin
The family of Ronnie Rhyne, Connie Atkins' brother and John Rhyne's uncle, who passed away March 1st
Marsha Harris and her mother
Jameson Franklin and Jameson's family
Steve and Debbie Saunders baby great-grandson, Joey
Those in Assisted Living
Carillon Assisted Living: Ruth Vanier
Wellmore of Tega Cay: Margaret Howard
Moringside of Gastonia: Linda Weatherford
Brookdale Robinwood: Bill and Mary (Boo) Layne
Trudi Kinney’s interim address: 9823 Coley Dr., Huntersville, NC 28078

You can submit prayer requests to
prayers@fumcbelmont.org
or by clicking this QR code:

APRIL BIRTHDAYS
April 1
April 2
April 3

April 4
April 5
April 6
April 7

Thomas Taylor
Boyce O’Tuel
Arthur Ligon
Avery Davis
Casey Fortenberry Clark
Julie Buehlke
Connor Redmond
Danny LaBoone
Sean Rice
Blaine Featherston
Deems Southard
Rita Greene-Barnard
Aria Williams
Winter Kincaid

April 10
April 11
April 12
April 13
April 14
April 15
April 16
April 17

Mark Sutton
Ashley Falls
Yelana Murphy
Julia Armstrong
Jon Boney
Andy Harris
Katie Beth Russell
Melanie Lowrance
Caroline McGraw
Jax Forbes
Melinda Gibson
David McKinney
David Bashant
Jack Fangman

April 18
April 19
April 21
April 22
April 23

April 25
April 26
April 27
April 29
April 30

Justin Davis
Grayson Hansen
Becky Fortenberry
Alice Farris
David Tomlinson
Judy Kalmbach
Jason Robinson
Hunter Armstrong
Michael Nance
Matthew Langley
Alex Cauble
Kristie Marr
Evelyn Preisach

CONGRATULATIONS
Kristen and David Surratt
upon the birth of their son, Finnigan Culley Surratt
born February 24, 2022
Also congratulations to Oliver on becoming a big brother

All gifts received by May 1st will be noted in the
May 8th bulletin.
Contact Margie Ligon with questions:
Margie@fumcbelmont.org

Given by: ____________________________________________________________________________
Given in honor of: _____________________________________________________________________
Given in memory of: ___________________________________________________________________
I would like an honor or memorial giving card:
Yes
No
*Email Margie (Margie@fumcbelmont.org) to arrange a pick up time for the card.
Select your gift:

Quantity

Cost

Weekend meals for one child, one weekend

$ 10.

________

________

Weekend meals for one child, one month

$ 40.

________

________

Weekend meals for one child, one year

$350.

________

________

Total Due:

________

CHURCH FLOWERS
A new calendar for placing flowers in
the church is now available in the
hallway outside Carpenter Hall. You can
sign up to place flowers in the church
on Sundays in 2022 to the glory of God
and to honor or remember loved ones
or special occasions.
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