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United in the Spirit, First United Methodist
Church of Belmont exists to be more like
Jesus Christ for our community and beyond

It’s hard to believe it is November! In just a few short weeks we will turn to Thanksgiving,
remembering with gratitude all that God has done for us. When I served in the British Methodist
Church we didn’t celebrate Thanksgiving, but we did celebrate Harvest Sunday. Much like our
traditions, the altar would be full of fresh produce and canned goods for those in need: signs of
abundance from God’s good creation. And we would sing together: All good gifts around us are
sent from heaven above.
Harvest and Thanksgiving remind us of an important spiritual lesson. As the Celtic tradition
teaches, God is revealed to us in and through creation. We need not wait for a miraculous vision.
The road to deeper spirituality and faith is through a heightened awareness of God’s glory that is all
around us.
I am reminded of the words of an ancient prayer:
Seek Him in His works.
Seek Him in busy streets.
Seek Him in work.
Seek Him in silence.
Seek Him in outer space.
Seek Him within you.
Seek Him in church.
Seek Him in communion.
Know that all the time He waits to be revealed, for all things are in Him.
I give special thanks to God for each of you and for the ways you reveal the loving presence
of Christ to me through your faithfulness to our mission. More and more, we are becoming Christ’s
presence for Belmont and beyond. It is a joy to be part of the journey with you and I thank you for
allowing me to serve as your pastor.
In this season of Thanksgiving, may we find joy in our gratitude and a strengthened resolve
to seek God in all things. May God bless you and keep you.

UPCOMING

Square 2

will meet Thursday, November 4 at
7:00 p.m. in the Carpenter Hall classroom. We will be
sending our FUMC college students a little something to remind them that we are thinking of them. If
you would like to donate a $10 gift card from Chickfil-A, Subway, Starbucks, etc. please give to a Square
2 member. All women in the church are invited to
join us.

On All Saints Sunday, November 7th, we will celebrate the saints who have
gone before us with all Christians of every place and time. We will share in
Holy Communion at both services and also have a special photo montage of
the saints we have loved and lost over the years, especially remembering the
saints of our church who have died in the last year.

Church Conference Approves Building and Renovation Change, Construction to Begin Soon
A called Church Conference was held on Sunday, October 10 at 10:00 a.m. in Carpenter
Hall and online via ZOOM. The purpose of the conference was to receive a
recommendation from our Building and Renovation Committee to increase the
maximum allowed price for construction of our new narthex and renovations to our
sanctuary to $1.85 million. The allows for the increased cost of construction being seen
across the industry. After a presentation from Alex Bryant and Meriwether Maynard, members asked questions before a vote
was taken. The conference voted 50-1 to proceed with construction. Pinnix Construction Company is developing final plans for
construction to begin in the next 2-3 weeks. Look for more information on our website at www.fumcbelmont.org/ready

MISSIONS
One of our primary focuses at FUMCB is to align our ministries to make disciples of Jesus Christ who give
generously. Through the generosity of this body the Missions and Service committee has been able to
disperse grants to local ministries to serve the poor and needy. We have dispersed funds to Med Assist,
Flood relief in NC, BCO, S.O.C.K.S, Gaston Gateway, Habitat for Humanity, Zoe, Sanctuary Counseling group
and more. We have received many notes of appreciation such as these words from S.O.C.K.S, "Our hearts
were warmed by your generous donation to help our mission of helping the needy in our community. Your
support is greatly needed and appreciated. Times have beena little tough lately - but it is people like you
that make a difference in our world" and from Gaston Gateway, "Your donation will permit us to serve at
least 60 Gaston County families. Thank you for helping us fulfill our mission to connect the community for
the common good."

VOLUNTEER HIGHLIGHTS
Barbara and David Lange
Barbara and David exemplify being the
hands and feet of Christ. Barbara co-leads
the youth Sunday School class and serves
as a greeter and an usher during worship
services. They both have spent countless
hours cooking for Sunday breakfast and
Wednesday Meet in the Middle dinners.
Some of their hobbies include golfing,
boating, traveling and most important
spending time with their grandchildren.
Thank you, Barbara and David, for all of
your service to FUMC.

Hugh and Laura Henkel
Hugh and Laura have been taking care of our church vans for
over a decade. They regularly check the vans for problems, take
them to the mechanic, drive them and fill them up with gas. The
older our church vehicles become, the more challenging this job
becomes! Thank you Hugh and Laura for taking on this
important volunteer work!

REFLECTIONS

Square 2 had a fun evening
gathering items to donate to UMCOR

Sunday School Tea
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Tina Moore
What do you teach? Team teaching with Cheryl and Mark Sutton, Sunday school for
2/3rd graders. Helping Kathy Johnson teach K-3rd graders on
Wednesday nights.
How long have you taught SS? I have taught children’s Sunday School intermittently
for many years in the Methodist churches I attended.
This is my first year at FUMB.
How long have you been a member at FUMCB? Four years
Favorites- color, snack, Bible story, animal? blue, fruit, when the Lord appears to Elijah, not in the wind, not in
the earthquake, and not in the fire but in the still small voice. 1Kings
19, cat
One thing the kids would be surprised to know about you. I enjoy doing building construction projects for
Missions.

Pictures from Children's Sabbath

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
November 1
November 2

November 3
November 4
November 5
November 6
November 7
November 8
November 9

Denise Martin
Larry Hartley
David Surratt
Charles Gray
Beth Cohen
Kari Langley
Stefanie Pruden
Cullen Kelly
Ryan Kelly
Maggie Moore
Aedan Corcoran
Julie Jenkins
Kelvin Reagan
Beau Bryant
Addie Payne
Lori Giang
Sandy Russell
Haley Lowrance
Heather Taylor
Lowe Taylor

November 10

November 11
November 12
November 13
November 14
November 16
November 17
November 18

Shanda Fangman
Lindsay McGraw
Grayer Andrews
Sophia Krouse
Liz Gray
Debra Pettus
Natalie Stewart
Matt Gillespie
Madelyn Lowrance
Matthew Henry
Brad Falls
Lewis O’Tuel
Ann Marie Rogers
Pamela Stowe
Kellen Smith
Meriwether Maynard
Bryan Cohen
O’Brien Brooks

November 21
November 22
November 23
November 24
November 26
November 27
November 28

Calvin Harris
Greg Andrews
Mike Shrauder
Judy Harris
Houston Burnette
Harald Vaher
Brenda Swing
Phillip Agee
Tina Leong
Ryan Cunningham
Kirk Setzer
Chris Atkins
Carrie Jones
Marsha Brown
Cathy Beam
Vanessa Shrauder
Brian Herre
Sierra Hanafin

THOUGHTS, PRAYERS AND SYMPATHY
The Nance family upon the death of Michael’s father, Ed Nance
Andrew, boyfriend of Larry and Angela Bradmon's daughter, Carla
John Abernathy, Michael and Leigh Nance's brother-in-law
Bruce and Robin McCarter, friends of Dottie and Mark Moore
Martha Taylor
Wanda Randolph and family on the death of her sister, Pam Norris
Family and friends of Carrie Jones and David Brinkley on the death of their grandmother, Lala Myers
Debbie Adams, Wanda Randolph's sister, and their family on the death of Debbie's son, Brandon
Susan Austin
The family and friends of Jane Biddix on the death of her son, Lee
Merle Costner
Mark Ressa and family, friend of Catherine Ragsdale

Those in Assisted Living
Carillon Assisted Living: Trudi Kinney, Ruth Vanier
Lake Wylie Assisted Living: Margaret Howard
Moringside of Gastonia: Linda Weatherford

You can submit prayer requests to
prayers@fumcbelmont.org
or by or by clicking this QR code:

Poinsettia Orders!

We will be decorating our worship space with red and white poinsettias for Christmas. If you would like to
place a poinsettia in memory or in honor of someone, please turn in the required information to the church
office along with payment of $14.00 for each poinsettia. Checks should be made out to FUMC Belmont.
The deadline to order is December 3, 2021
Christmas Poinsettias order form
(Please Print)
In Memory of: ___________________________________________________________________________________
In Honor of: _____________________________________________________________________________________
Number of Red Poinsettias __________

Number of White Poinsettias __________

Given by: ________________________________________________________

Amount Enclosed _____________

Christmas Eve Luminaries
Cost - $5.00
The Children’s Council is selling luminaries in honor/memory of loved ones.
These luminaries will light the walkways of our church during our Christmas Eve Services.
The deadline to order is Sunday, December 19th

Luminaries order form
(Please print)
In Memory of: __________________________________________________________________________
In Honor of:

__________________________________________________________________________

Given by: ______________________________________________________________________________
Payment Enclosed: ______Cash

________Check (made out to Children's Council)

___Venmo

Sunday, December 19, 2021 at 4:00 PM
Adults: $6/person
Children: (ages 3-10) $4/child
There is a $25 family maximum
Christmas Concert & Dinner Reservation Form
Name (please print): ______________________________________________________
Number of adults: _______

Number of children (age 3-10) _______

Total payment _______

Please return with payment to the church by December 12, 2021

REFLECTIONS
Trunk or Treat on October 24 was a great night of fun and fellowship. We had 21 decorated trunks, games provided by our youth,
and a free hot dog supper provided by Alex Bryant, Mat Delany
and Elizabeth Maynard. Thank you to all who participated and
helped make this night such a success! The Grassi family won a
Chick Fil A gift card with their Jurassic Park trunk!
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OUR STAFF
Carole Bertino | Administrative Assistant
Doreen Eager | Director of Adult Discipleship
Margie Ligon | Director of Missions, Youth & Young Adult Ministry
Jennifer Martin | Director of Children’s Ministry
Janice Pennington | Business Manager
George Ragsdale | Senior Pastor
Ellen Robison | Minister of Worship and the Arts
Linda Smith | Director of the Child Development Center
Mark Sutton | Business Administrator

