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United in the Spirit, First United Methodist
Church of Belmont exists to be more like
Jesus Christ for our community and beyond

Each Advent, I listen to the Christmas story read and watch as it is acted out in myriad ways with great joy. Deep
down, I have a nagging fear that the story has become so familiar to me that I am missing something of what sent
the shepherds to Bethlehem and the wise ones out on the highway to find the baby Jesus. As I prayed over what I
might preach about this year, I decided one way to recover the depth and beauty of this story would be to focus on
one character: perhaps the central character, aside from Jesus, his mother, Mary.
The early Christians spoke of Mary as the theotokos, a Greek word meaning “God-bearer.” Mary is the human
life that bears the presence of God into this world! What better person to focus on in this holy season? I hope you’ll
join us each Sunday as we recall the role Mary played in Jesus’ life—and what it might mean for us as we seek to
follow Him today.
In addition to preaching, you’ll want to pick up a copy of our 2022 Advent Devotional. Written by members of
FUMC Belmont, the devotional explores the stunning song a pregnant Mary sings as she contemplates the miraculous life that is growing within her, the Magnificat. Also, you’ll want to check out an incredible art exhibit curated by
our Minister of Worship and the Arts, exploring the way Mary has been portrayed across time and culture.
My hope in this season is that we will grow in powerful ways as we look closely at Mary’s life together. My prayer
for us mirrors one prayed by Mother Teresa: “Mary, give us your heart: so beautiful, so pure, so full of love and
humility that we may be able to receive Jesus and love him as you love him.”
Indeed, may love for Jesus fill us and transform us this Advent season.

November 28 | Acts 1:8-14

A Life Well Lived

December 05 | Luke 2:33-35

A Mother’s Sorrow

December 12 | Luke 2:41-51

Amazed and Astounded

December 19 | Luke 1:26-33

Mary, Full of Grace

UPCOMING
Celebrate Janice Pennington
After 18 years on our staff, our beloved Business Manager, Janice Pennington, is retiring on December 31. We will be
celebrating Janice and her ministry among us during the eleven o’clock worship service on December 12 to be followed
by a luncheon in her honor in Carpenter Hall. We are also collecting a love offering for Janice. You can place contributions
in the offering plate on Sundays through December 26 or mail them to the church with “Love Offering” in the memo line.
Our new Business Administrator, Mark Sutton, will be receiving all contributions.

Coming in January
Sermon Series

January 9
January 16
January 23
January 30
February 06
February 13

– Chance the Rapids: The Journey of a
Lifetime
– Essential Practice: WORSHIP
– Essential Practice: GROW
– Essential Practice: SERVE
– Essential Practice: GIVE
– Essential Practice: SHARE

The earliest Christians were known as people “on the way.” The Christian faith is truly the journey of a lifetime. Where are we
going? What should we be doing? How can we become more deeply committed followers of Jesus, engaged in our faith?
Join us as we explore five practices at the core of Christianity that are essential to helping us more faithfully follow Jesus.

Adult Winter Small Groups
beginning January 19th, 2022
On Wednesdays this winter, we’re offering some exciting small groups to dive deeper into faith, grow in our
relationships with God, and build community with others.
• Igniting a Passion to Pray. Lead by Jennifer Overcash
• A Purpose Driven Life by Rick Warren. Lead by Cheryl Sutton
Conciding with George’s sermon series:
• The Walk: Five Essential Practices of the Christian Life by Adam Hamilton. Lead by Doreen Eager
The earliest Christians were known as people “on the way.” The Christian faith is truly the journey of a lifetime.
Where are we going? What should we be doing? How can we become more deeply committed followers of
Jesus, engaged in our faith? Join us as we explore five practices at the core of Christianity that are essential to
helping us more faithfully follow Jesus.
Sign up at: https://conta.cc/3DmA8Wr

FUMC’s Got Talent
Sunday, January 9 at 5:00 p.m.
Come share your talent!
Do you juggle, tell jokes, dance or do yo-yo tricks?
Sign up for the church wide talent show.
Sign Up Link: https://conta.cc/3nhf3Hj
Contact Ellen at ellen@fumcbelmont.org for more information.
Please indicate if you will be joining us in the audience so we can
provide enough food for everyone!
Come and have fun with the FUMC family

Stumbling into the Heart of Christ
A 4-Day Mostly Silent Retreat
The time is near for many volunteers in
our ministries to renew their Safe
Sanctuary Certification. Please look for an
email coming in late December about
your January renewal.

January 16-19, 2022
You are invited to experience by spaces of solitude and silence in
community for the purpose of tending the inner fire of your soul.
A great way to start 2022.
www.thebigsilence.org
The Big Silence is led by two Western NC UMC clergy

MISSIONS
Sharing the Warmth
This Christmas we will keep our neighbors
warm by collecting socks, mittens and hats
for children, youth and adults who need
help with adequate winter clothing. All
donations will be distributed through
S.O.C.K.S Crisis Ministry.
Feeding the Children
For thirteen days over the winter break we will
deliver hot meals to children whose parents request
assistance during the Christmas break. Teams will
volunteer to prepare the meals and over
30 volunteers a day will make sure these deliveries
happen. You can sign up at
www.fumcbelmont.org/advent or call Sharon
Lochaby our volunteer coordinator at
704-608-2523

Christmas Eve Offering
This year's Christmas Eve Offering will support our Feeding
the Children Ministry. Each spring and winter break we
serve over 200 families. This winter break is the longest we
have ever served. Your offering will help ensure funds are
available to continue providing children in our community
with hot, nutritious meals, reminding them of God's grace
and love at a very special time of year.

Gifts that MATTER
November 28th-December 19th

Empower a Child

Give friends and family a gift that MATTERS. For as little as $10 you can
purchase seed, animals and tools which will enable a child to never need charity
again. All donors will receive an item to represent your donation as a
complimentary gift to your recipient. Also available in the narthex are handmade Christmas ornaments made by Rwandan women to represent peace in
Rwanda. Share one of these ornaments with family for a suggested $20
donation. All donations will directly support our Ikirenga community in Rwanda.

Support a child in our Ikirenga
community in Rwanda with a
commitment of $8.00 a month.
In three years your support will
empower a child to leave behind a
life of poverty. Consider
supporting a child in our Ikirenga
community in Rwanda and future
FUMC Zoe communities

Slimed Reflections
For the last two months our elementary aged students have gathered on Wednesday nights and learned about the life of Jacob
through slime. Here is what they had to say:
• I liked the slimed class because I learned stories from the Bible and got to play with slime! ~ Chloe Cheshire, 3rd grade
• Slimed class was good. I loved making slime and learning about God.

~ Beau Bryant, 1st grade

• It was very, very fun!

~ Colton Jones, 2nd grade

• It was very fun and I liked it and it was my favorite. I love to play with the slime.

~ Brinkley Jones, 1st grade

• I loved it! Seeing my friends each Wednesday night and playing with slime was so fun!

~ Katie Grier Falls, 1st grade

• My favorite thing was when we wrapped people up in toilet paper! I learned how Jacob wrestled with God.
~ Hadley Falls, 3rd grade

Tween Reflections
Our new tween group of 4th-6th graders met in the youth house every Wednesday this fall to learn about God through object
lessons, hands-on acivities and games. Here is what they had to say:
• I liked putting together the kits to help out others. I liked spending time with my friends and I like the extra time at
church to learn.
~ Isla Westendorf, 4th grade
• I love the tweener group because of all the fun activities we do and how much fun we have together. I loved it when we
made kits for the homeless. And the dog treats we made for the Blessing of the Animals was awesome!
~ Vera Boney, 4th grade
• It is a lot of fun. We get to do cool crafts and activities while learning about the Bible at the same time.
~ Abbey Smith, 4th grade
• It has been so fun to be in the youth house, learn the Bible and do all the activities. I loved the Two Truths and a Lie
game because we learned things about each other we wouldn't have without it. Making the dog treats was awesome!
~ Greta Martin, 5th grade

Administrative Council Approves Budget, Leadership for 2022
The Administrative Council met on Monday, November 1, followed by our annual Charge Conference. A 2022 Budget of
$672,045 was adopted, representing a 2% increase over this year’s budget. In Charge Conference session, the council approved
2022 lay leadership, accepted our 2022 apportionments to support the work of the United Methodist Church around the world,
and approved clergy compensation for Pastor George and Pastor Ellen. Copies of our 2022 leadership and budget are available
in the narthex. Before adjourning, Pastor George shared his annual Pastor’s Report, which is shared in print form in this
newsletter.

2021 ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PASTOR
As part of our annual Charge Conference, Pastor George is asked to share a report detailing our year in ministry. His report is
below, in print form:
Many have described 2021 as a liminal, “in-between” time in the life of the church. We are emerging from the global pandemic,
aware that much seems different now, but not entirely certain of where we are or how things will turn out. Spiritual writer Richard
Rohr says that liminal seasons are “unique positions where [we] hate to be but where the biblical God is always leading [us].”
I think of God’s call and claim on the people of Israel, leading them out of slavery in Egypt. God instructed them to eat the
Passover meal with their shoes on, ready to go at a moment’s notice. Indeed, followers of Jesus have always been known as
“people on the way.” God never wants us to be settled and comfortable. God always asks us to step out in faith into the
unknown.
In 2021, First United Methodist Church of Belmont has stepped out into the unknown together. In January, we resumed
in-person worship, gradually increasing attendance, monitoring safety protocols as needed and appropriate. I give special thanks
to the members of our Re-Opening Task Force who have continued to meet and make recommendations for our congregation.
When we started on January 31, we had 38 persons attend in-person. In mid-August, we reached a high of 211 in-person. We
are averaging 40 people worshipping online each Sunday, with an overall average attendance of 188, or 75% of our average
worship attendance for 2019. Our worship has been enhanced by the gradual return of lay readers, ushers, and our fabulous
choirs and worship team. How good it has been to sing together, even with masks, again!
As your pastor, I continue to reach out to those persons and families who are not returning to worship. Over the past year and a
half our church has invested much to maintain relationships with one another. As these number indicate, there are still
opportunities for us to reach and reconnect with those in our church family who are not yet re-engaged, for whatever reason. As
the pandemic continues, it’s so important for us all to notice those who are not with us and reach out with love and concern.
In June, we resumed Sunday School for children, youth and adults. As of mid-October, all of our Sunday School classes have
resumed meeting, and we’ve added two new classes for toddlers and 1-2 grades. This fall, we resumed Wednesday night small
groups for all ages. Together with other small groups meeting through the week, over 60 adults have participated in small groups
this year—a record number for our church. This is certainly a number to celebrate!
Our children and youth ministries remain strong and vibrant. We welcomed over 100 children to our summer VBS mini-camps,
and a record 24 youth participated in summer missions. Our youth continue to play significant leadership roles in the life of our
ministry, and we are blessed by wonderful, committed adult leaders.
Our mission as a congregation is to be more like Jesus Christ for our community and beyond. A global pandemic has in no way
prevented us from being in mission together. We have contributed over $70,000 to missions through apportionments, missions
grants, and special offerings, including a $10,000 contribution to support the Habitat for Humanity Dixon Village in Belmont,
which we hope to lead to expanded opportunities for partnership in the years to come. Through the summer we delivered 3,780
meals to children in our community and as of October had donated almost 13,000 pounds of food to the Belmont Community
Organization.
We are reaching out beyond our community, as well. In July we celebrated the graduation of our Ikirenga Community from Zoe
Empowers, raising the number of orphans we have supported on the journey from poverty to self-sufficiency to 308 since 2017.
Our Zoe Team is already in conversation about the possibility of supporting another community! In August, members of our
church had the chance to interact with our Zoe family through a virtual mission trip and in October we welcomed John Boswell,
the Chief Operating Officer of Zoe, to share with us in worship. Our Service and Missions team is in conversation about several
new ministries and partnerships for 2022, including the possibility of our hosting Room in the Inn, welcoming those experiencing
homelessness into our facility during the winter months.
In August we broke ground on our sanctuary renovation and construction of our new narthex. After some initial delays,
construction is scheduled to begin this week, the first of November. Over $1 million has been given to our Ready Campaign, with
one year to go on commitments. Thank you to all who have contributed, demonstrating that generosity really is one of our core
values.

Giving to our Operating Budget is somewhat behind for a second year. Fortunately, our expenses have been significantly lower
because of COVID-19. That said, we anticipate a full year of ministry in 2022. It will take all of us, stepping up in faith, to make
ministry happen! Our overall membership stands at 622, including 27 new members received in 2021.
There is much to celebrate at First United Methodist Church of Belmont, and much for which to give thanks. As I reflect on this
year, I would share this word from Susan Beaumont in her book Leading in a Liminal Season: “A congregation that is not growing
is dying. However, growth won’t necessarily be reflected numerically. It doesn’t have to involve more bodies in worship or in
membership, or more dollars in the budget. It should involve growth related to the congregation’s proximate purpose: deepening
spiritual practices, integrating kids with special needs into the life of the congregation, strengthening intergenerational
connections, and the like. A leader trying to move an organization away from general aspirations about growth, toward a more
specific purpose, can ask these questions. Growth to what end; what will growth accomplish that is central to our mission? Who
will benefit from growth? Is growth possible or even desirable? Where will growth come from?”
While all of our “numbers” do not demonstrate the growth we typically use to measure success and effectiveness, particularly
when compared to 2019, I see much in the numbers I’ve shared, and much in the ministry I’ve witnessed and experienced in the
past year to suggest that we are growing, and are ready for the challenges before us, deepening our faith and commitment,
aiming more and more to reach and serve others and meet the needs of Belmont and beyond.
While there is much uncertainty about the future, I am confident that God will continue to guide and bless us as we move into
2022. We may not know what the future holds, but we know who holds the future!
Thank you for allowing the privilege of serving such a great church. It is an honor to be your pastor.
Respectfully submitted,
November 1, 2021

RACIAL RECONCILIATION
Racial Reconciliation Is Not Optional
Hard for me to believe that we are more than 50 years past the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. For several decades
after his death I felt so hopeful that we had made great strides in racial reconciliation in American society. But, in the past
decade, there has been the killing of Trayvon Martin, Eric Garner, Michael Brown, and many others less well-known, all of whom
were unarmed and who, if they had been white, would likely still be alive today.
These deaths have given rise to new national movements aimed at antiracism, such as Black Lives Matter. Unfortunately, this has
also led to hostility by some against the police, thus causing an angry backlash by others against proponents of racial reconciliation. Dialogue is proving extremely difficult at best. Clearly, while Dr. King helped raise awareness of the need for change, there is
much work yet to do.
As such, the words of Mordecai to Esther seem appropriate for the people of God, “Perhaps you have come to royal dignity for
just such a time as this.” Perhaps the church is uniquely positioned to lead the way in this crucial period of American as well as
world history. Perhaps the church can demonstrate that it is possible to affirm that Black Lives Matter while also Backing the Blue.
Perhaps the church can be a model of civil conversation around subjects that presently polarize our society.
For just such a time as this our church’s Administrative Council has given its blessing to the formation of a Racial Healing and
Reconciliation Team that is being trained over the next many months to raise our awareness of racism in all its forms, to learn how
to be advocates for racial healing and reconciliation, and to lead our church to be a force for positive change in our community.
We hope you will join us in the learning and advocacy process, not as bystanders but as active participants as the opportunities
arise. After all, working for racial reconciliation is not optional for Christians anymore than it is optional to love our neighbor. As
Paul reminds us, “All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of
reconciliation.” Antiracism is not “an issue” one can take or leave, but is integral to what it means to be a follower of Jesus Christ.

As our Mission Statement says, “United in the Spirit, First United Methodist Church Belmont exists to be more like Jesus Christ for
our community and beyond.”
For just such a time as this the world needs us all to be more like Jesus. Please join us in prayer and participation in this
important work.
God’s Peace,
Mark Andrews
Additional Team Members: Pastor George, Genora Cheshire, Daniel Durham, Doreen Eager, Kim Ingram, Renee Painter, Cheryl
Sutton, Thomas Taylor

On December 22nd our church will kick off our Feeding the Children winter ministry. Over
thirteen days, over the Christmas break, volunteers will deliver over 2500 meals to children in
our area who need food assistance. This need was first recognized by the founders of the
ministry, Martha, and Preston Taylor. Over twenty years ago while sitting at a stoplight watching
children playing nearby, Preston began to wonder what food resources children in poverty or
latch key situations had available to them when school was not in session. The question, turned
into a vision to make sure no child in our community would be without lunch during extended
school breaks. FUMCB is proud to have these visionaries in our congregation reminding us of
our mission to be more like Jesus to our community and beyond.
The face of Sharon Lochaby is familiar to all who work for food sufficiency for children. We
highlighted Sharon in our July newsletter for her work in the Backpack Food Ministry Program,
the Summer Feeding Ministry, and our Feed the Children Ministry, yet we could not let the
opportunity go by without thanking Sharon again. She is our direct link to the schools and the
families we serve. She manages the sign-up links and overall guidance to the program. If you
have any questions about the program, please call her at 704-608-2523. Thank you, Sharon, for
being Christ to our community and helping us to live into our strategic anchor to have sustained
relationships with the poor and needy in Belmont.
Years ago, Johnny Williamson was touched by our Feeding ministry designed to make sure less
fortunate children were being fed during school breaks. Inspired to continue the legacy of Martha and
Preston, he started working with the Feeding the Children program 14 years ago. Since 2017 Johnny
has been the kitchen lead for the program. As the kitchen leader, Johnny orders all the food and
supplies for the ministry. He plans all the menu’s and leads volunteer cooking teams early in the
morning to prepare the meals for the day. Johnny loves this ministry and the church he has called
home since marrying his bride Trish here in 1974. He does not limit his time to this one ministry.
Johnny has served on Trustees, Lay Leadership, Family Life, Finance, and the CDC Board. He has also
served as a lay leader, mentor, scripture reader, teller, guardian angel, and usher.
Sharon Ryerson’s love for nurturing children did not end when she retired from teaching elementary
school after 30 years. Her passion and love for children keeps her serving in ministries such as
Feeding the Children. Sharon is that kind voice we hear reminding us of our commitments to serve
after we have signed up. She makes sure all volunteers are prepared to serve on their appointed day
and helps to fill in any gaps we may have unexpectedly. Sharon will work with others to make sure we
have over 30 volunteers on each of those 13 days. This need requires filling over 390 volunteer slots.
Sharon quickly shares her joy and pride in seeing the church help take care of our community. She
encourages us all to be the body of Christ to the children in our community by volunteering in this
ministry. You can sign up using the link www.fumbelmont.org/feedingthechildren.

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
December 1
December 2
December 3
December 4
December 5
December 6

December 7

December 9
December 10

Mary Beth Tipton
Justin Smith
Jake Beaty
Katelin Vaher
Claire Cook
Daniel Durham
Will Durham
Catherine Ragsdale
Margaret Allen
Evelyn Clark
Bob Grant
Rachel Patterson
Joseph Krouse
Linda Smith
Melissa Matulis
Paige Dunigan
Emery Reynolds

December 13

December 14
December 15
December 18

December 19
December 20

December 21

Davis Phillips
Hannah Thagard
Richard Randolph
Katherine Barnette
Joe Armeen
Emma Kate Clark
Reece Clark
Karson Setzer
Kaitlyn Setzer
Susannah Pennington
Brad Overcash
Amanda Currier
Nancy Smith
Joan Widenhouse
Trevis Lunsford
Kristi Smith
Jane Herstine

December 22
December 24
December 25
December 26
December 27

December 28

December 29
December 30

Dan Deitz
Paul Beam
Sarah Giang
Jeff Swing
Kristen Surratt
Susan Austin
Gail Hanigan
Morgan Weatherford
Miki Salamon
Katie Grier Falls
Jane Biddix
Elizabeth Boney
Jennifer Overcash
Audrey Beaty
Joseph O’Tuel

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Jessica Gray, by Transfer of Membership from First Presbyterian Church of Belmont
Jessica is joined by her daughter, Isla Westendorf

JJ Ferguson, the infant grandson of Fred Gliddon’s longtime friends
Mary Beth, daughter of Mark and Dottie Moore
Judy Harris and family upon the passing of Judy’s sister-in-law, Yvonne Wallace
The Ragsdale family and friends of William Ragsdale who passed away on November 22nd
Becky Fortenberry’s sister, Ann Featherstone
Yvonne Wallace, sister in law of Judy Harris
Crystal Riley, niece of Judy Harris
Baby Watson, Elizabeth Gray’s great nephew
Gary Cooper, Renee Painter's dad
Michael, Vanessa and Paloma Shrauder
Jimmy Coleman, Linda Smith's brother
Linda Kelly, mother of Shawn Kelly
Bob Atterberry and his wife Elizabeth (Kathy Johnston)

Those in Assisted Living
Carillon Assisted Living: Trudi Kinney, Ruth Vanier
Lake Wylie Assisted Living: Margaret Howard
Moringside of Gastonia: Linda Weatherford

You can submit prayer requests to
prayers@fumcbelmont.org
or by or by clicking this QR code:

The Heart of Christmas
Concert and Dinner

Christmas Concert & Dinner Reservation
~ Price ~
Adults: $6. per person
Children: (ages 3-10) $4. per child
There is a $25. family maximum

Sunday, December 19, 2021 at 4:00 PM
Please make your reservation by filling out the form.
The order form along with your payment can be placed
in the offering plate or the drop box outside the church
office.

Please make check payable to
FUMC Belmont
(Please Print)
Name:
Number of adults:

The deadline for reservations and payment is
December 12, 2021

Number of children (age 3-10):
Amount Enclosed

Luminaries order form
(Please Print)
In Memory of:

Christmas Eve
Luminaries - $5
The Children’s Council is selling luminaries in
honor/memory of loved ones.
These luminaries will light the walkways of our church
during our Christmas Eve Services.
The deadline to order is
Sunday, December 19th

In Honor of:

Given by:
Number of Luminaries
Payment Enclosed:
Check (made out to Children's Council)
Cash

Venmo

UPDATE
Construction Update
Construction is beginning on our new narthex and sanctuary renovation project! Initially, Pinnix
is planning to complete exterior and interior demolition in our current narthex before beginning
work inside the sanctuary after Christmas. The walkway, central doors to the sanctuary and most of our current narthex will no
longer be accessible.
How will we get to the sanctuary?! Access to the
sanctuary will be through the glass door off the
breezeway and through the sacristy and CDC
entrances, via indoor hallways. Handicapped and
visitor parking will remain where they are currently
located. We will reserve the staff parking lot for
seniors and others who might need closer, easier
access to the sanctuary.
Thank you for your patience as we adjust to this
temporary arrangement!
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OUR STAFF
Carole Bertino | Administrative Assistant
Doreen Eager | Director of Adult Discipleship
Margie Ligon | Director of Missions, Youth & Young Adult Ministry
Jennifer Martin | Director of Children’s Ministry
Janice Pennington | Business Manager
George Ragsdale | Senior Pastor
Ellen Robison | Minister of Worship and the Arts
Linda Smith | Director of the Child Development Center
Mark Sutton | Business Administrator

