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The Seventh Sunday After the Epiphany – February 20, 2022 – 8:30 a.m.

High Altar, Ruins of Coventry Cathedral, England
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Welcome to worship at First United Methodist Church of Belmont. Our mission is to be more like
Jesus Christ for our community and beyond. This morning, we turn to part of a powerful sermon
Jesus preaches in Luke’s Gospel, similar to the “Sermon on the Mount” we find in Matthew. Today,
Jesus gives us direct instructions for how we are to live. At first glance, they sound difficult, almost
impossible to live out. What is Jesus up to? Is he trying to convince us of our sin and brokenness?
Does he possibly mean these instructions only apply to a chosen few, like the disciples? Or could he
possibly be letting us in on the way God is at work in the world, painting for us an alternate view of
what is real and lasting in this life?

PRAISE AND PRAYER
*SONG

“Open Up the Heavens”

CCLI Song # 6304702

*PRAYER
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
MOMENTS WITH CHILDREN

Jennifer Martin

PROCLAMATION OF GOD’S WORD
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON

Genesis 45:3-11, 15

*GOSPEL LESSON

Jim Allgood

Luke 6:27-38

SERMON

The Reverend George Ragsdale

RESPONSE TO GOD’S WORD
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM

Theodore Martin Henry

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION
After each petition we enter into the prayer together with these words:
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE
As a forgiven and reconciled child of God, you are invited to give your offerings and gifts
to God by placing them in the offering plate when you come forward to receive communion.

THANKSGIVING AND COMMUNION
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Holy One, Guardian of our souls, lead us into the light where we can see
your ways. You alone know the secret places of our hearts, the dark
places where we hide from your presence. You alone understand our pride
and envy, the strife we would pursue against others, our self-imposed
limits of belief and faithful action. We ask for your forgiveness. Shine your
light in our darkness, that we may see you more clearly and choose
to follow the light of your blessings, and the glory of your mercy and grace.
Amen.
WORDS OF ASSURANCE
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
Glory to God. Amen.
*TAKING THE BREAD AND CUP
*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
*THE LORD’S PRAYER
*BREAKING THE BREAD
SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP
“Come and See”
Behold the Author of our salvation
Behold the wonder of grace so free
Behold the blessing of true forgiveness at Calvary
Behold the answer for all the broken
Behold the mercy that makes a way
Behold the promise of perfect healing at Calvary
Come and see
Come and see what God has done
Come and see
Come and see what love has won
In this place hearts and lives waking up
To the light of the world
You're the light of the world
The cross is speaking Your words of freedom
No condemnation shall we now fear
Our shame is silenced
Your love has triumphed at Calvary

CCLI Song # 7000700

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

GOING FORTH AS WITNESSES TO THE WORLD
*BENEDICTION
*CLOSING SONG

“One Thing Remains (Your Love Never Fails)”

CCLI Song # 5508444

*Those who are able please stand

Welcome to First United Methodist Church of Belmont! We’re glad that you’ve chosen to
worship with us this morning. We invite you to explore all the opportunities we have for children, youth
and adults of all ages and stages of life. We seek to be a community of faith that welcomes all as we
grow to be more like Jesus Christ for our community, loving and serving God and one another in all that
we do.
We’d love to know you joined us for worship this morning!
If you haven’t done so already, please take a moment to sign-in by using this QR code or
sign the attendance pad located at the end of your pew.
If you are a guest with us, we are honored to have you with us. Please stop by one of the tables
by the exit doors as you leave as you leave this morning to receive a small gift and more information
about our church. We look forward to getting to know you in the days to come! Welcome!
RECEIVING THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM this morning at our 8:30 service is Theodore
“Theo” Martin Henry, son of Matthew and Karen Henry. With joy and thanksgiving we welcome Theo as a
member of the family of Christ.
ABOUT THE BULLETIN COVER The photograph on the cover of this week’s bulletin is of the high
altar in the ruins of St. Michael’s Cathedral, Coventry, England. On the night of November 14, 1940 the
cathedral (and most of the city of Coventry) were destroyed by fires resulting from a bombing raid led by
the German Luftwaffe. On the morning after the bombing, the cathedral stonemason walked through the
ashes of the still-smoldering cathedral and discovered two roof timbers that had fallen in the shape of a
cross. He took the charred cross and placed it on the altar, where the words “Father Forgive” were later
inscribed. Cathedral and city leaders then made the decision to rebuild, not as an act of civic pride or
defiance, but as an act of faith rooted in Christ’s call to love our enemies, a realization of God’s work even
in the face of incredible destruction.

SUNDAY BREAKFAST VOLUNTEERS NEEDED Do you enjoy our Sunday morning hot breakfast?
Volunteer to help cook or cleanup. We need three people to cook and two people for cleanup every
Sunday. To sign up to serve contact Doreen Eager: doreen@fumcbelmont.org

YOUTH grades 7-12

FIRST KIDS

WEEKLY CALENDAR
Sunday, February 20
8:30 a.m.
Worship
9:15 a.m.
Breakfast
10:00 a.m.
Sunday School
11:00 a.m.
Worship
3:00 p.m.
Knitting Group
6:00 p.m.
Connect
Monday, February 21
10:00 a.m.
Staff Meeting
12:00 p.m.
Information due for
March 6 bulletin
Tuesday, February 22
1:00 p.m.
The Walk Group Study
Wednesday, February 23
5:15 p.m.
Eucharist in Carpenter Hall
5:30 p.m.
Meet In The Middle

5:30 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Alleluia Choir
Handbell Rehearsal
Small Groups
Chancel Choir Rehearsal

Thursday, February 24
9:00 a.m.
Newsletter Folding/Mailing
Friday, February 25
Saturday, February 26
Sunday, February 27
8:30 a.m.
Worship
9:15 a.m.
Breakfast
10:00 a.m.
Sunday School
11:00 a.m.
Worship
6:00 p.m.
Connect

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER
Ronnie Rhyne, brother of Connie Atkins
The family of Agnes Horsley who died February 11
Amber, Kristen Surratt’s step-sister
Kristen Neuman and family on the loss of her son Josh Neuman (Anne Harrill)
Kim Ingram and family upon the death of Kim’s grandmother
Valerie Armeen and family upon the death of Valerie's sister, Cherry Norton
Family and friends of Joe Manning who passed away last week
Nicole Stanforth
Sue Ananda, Nicole Stanforth’s grandmother
Doug Moody and family upon the death of Doug’s aunt, Bobbie Moody Davis, on January 27th
The family of Michael Shrauder, especially Vanessa and Paloma, who died on January 24th
Norma Arnold (Trevis and Adrian Lunsford)
Tina Moore’s sister, Anita Elliott
Dottie Moore's mother, Anne Haxton
Carol Weisenauer's daughter, Dr. Cynthia Witt
You can submit prayer requests to prayers@fumcbelmont.org or by clicking this QR code:

