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Welcome to worship at First United Methodist Church of Belmont. Our mission is to be more like Jesus
Christ for our community and beyond. This morning, we turn to part of a powerful sermon Jesus
preaches in Luke’s Gospel, similar to the “Sermon on the Mount” we find in Matthew. Today, Jesus
gives us direct instructions for how we are to live. At first glance, they sound difficult, almost impossible
to live out. What is Jesus up to? Is he trying to convince us of our sin and brokenness? Does he
possibly mean these instructions only apply to a chosen few, like the disciples? Or could he possibly
be letting us in on the way God is at work in the world, painting for us an alternate view of what is real
and lasting in this life?
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

“When Morning Gilds the Skies”

arr. Jason Payne

*CALL TO WORSHIP
Come and learn the ways of life.
We have come to follow Jesus.
Love your enemies, and do good to those who hate you.
We have come to follow Jesus.
Bless those who curse you, and pray for those who persecute you.
We have come to follow Jesus.
Do unto others as you would have them do unto you.
We have come to follow Jesus.
Come and learn the ways of life.
*PROCESSIONAL HYMN

“When Morning Gilds the Skies”

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Holy One, Guardian of our souls, lead us into the light where we can see
your ways. You alone know the secret places of our hearts, the dark
places where we hide from your presence. You alone understand our pride
and envy, the strife we would pursue against others, our self-imposed
limits of belief and faithful action. We ask for your forgiveness. Shine your
light in our darkness, that we may see you more clearly and choose
to follow the light of your blessings, and the glory of your mercy and grace.
Amen.
*WORDS OF ASSURANCE
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
Glory to God. Amen.

*GLORIA PATRI

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen. Amen.

MOMENTS WITH CHILDREN

Jennifer Martin

PROCLAMATION OF GOD’S WORD
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON
*GOSPEL LESSON

Genesis 45:3-11, 15

Doug Moody

Luke 6:27-38
This is the Word of God for the People of God. Thanks be to God.

SERMON

The Reverend George Ragsdale

RESPONSE TO GOD’S WORD
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried;
the third day he rose from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
INVITATION TO PRAYER

Lead me, Lord, lead me in thy righteousness,
make thy way plain before my face.
For it is thou, Lord, thou, Lord only,
that makest me dwell in safety.

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION
After each petition we enter into the prayer together with these words:
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
GIVING OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS
Offertory
“It is Well”
Doug Moody, alto saxophone

arr. Kyle Hill

*Act of Praise

“Doxology”
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God above ye heavenly hosts!
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

*Prayer of Dedication
*The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.

GOING FORTH AS WITNESSES TO THE WORLD
*BENEDICTION
*RECESSIONAL HYMN
*POSTLUDE

“Lord, I Want to Be a Christian”
“Postlude on Silver Street”
*Those who are able please stand.

Gerald Peterson

Welcome to First United Methodist Church of Belmont! We’re glad that you’ve chosen to
worship with us this morning. We invite you to explore all the opportunities we have for children, youth
and adults of all ages and stages of life. We seek to be a community of faith that welcomes all as we
grow to be more like Jesus Christ for our community, loving and serving God and one another in all that
we do.
We’d love to know you joined us for worship this morning!
If you haven’t done so already, please take a moment to sign-in by using this QR code or
sign the attendance pad located at the end of your pew.
If you are a guest with us, we are honored to have you with us. Please stop by one of the tables
by the exit doors as you leave as you leave this morning to receive a small gift and more information
about our church. We look forward to getting to know you in the days to come! Welcome!
RECEIVING THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM this morning at our 8:30 service is Theodore
“Theo” Martin Henry, son of Matthew and Karen Henry. With joy and thanksgiving we welcome Theo as a
member of the family of Christ.
ABOUT THE BULLETIN COVER The photograph on the cover of this week’s bulletin is of the high
altar in the ruins of St. Michael’s Cathedral, Coventry, England. On the night of November 14, 1940 the
cathedral (and most of the city of Coventry) were destroyed by fires resulting from a bombing raid led by
the German Luftwaffe. On the morning after the bombing, the cathedral stonemason walked through the
ashes of the still-smoldering cathedral and discovered two roof timbers that had fallen in the shape of a
cross. He took the charred cross and placed it on the altar, where the words “Father Forgive” were later
inscribed. Cathedral and city leaders then made the decision to rebuild, not as an act of civic pride or
defiance, but as an act of faith rooted in Christ’s call to love our enemies, a realization of God’s work even
in the face of incredible destruction.
MEET IN THE MIDDLE Join us for a midweek fellowship meal on Wednesday, February 23rd from
5:30 to 6:30 p.m.
PINE NEEDLE SALE - MARCH 4 & 5 Details and order forms are available in today’s bulletin, on the
table at the entrance to Carpenter Hall or at www.fumcbelmont.org/pineneedles
STOCK THE BCO Shop with your family, and drop off your non-perishable goods on Sunday, March
6th between 8:30 - 12:00.
DO YOU NEED SAFE SANCTUARIES TRAINING? All persons leading our children or youth are
required to attend a Safe Sanctuary training. We are committed to providing a safe enviroment for all who
participate in our ministries. Our next training is March 6th at 10:00 a.m. Please sign up to participate.
margie@fumcbelmont.org

SUNDAY BREAKFAST VOLUNTEERS NEEDED Do you enjoy our Sunday morning hot breakfast?
Volunteer to help cook or cleanup. We need three people to cook and two people for cleanup every
Sunday. To sign up to serve contact Doreen Eager: doreen@fumcbelmont.org

YOUTH grades 7-12

FIRST KIDS

WEEKLY CALENDAR
Sunday, February 20
8:30 a.m.
Worship
9:15 a.m.
Breakfast
10:00 a.m.
Sunday School
11:00 a.m.
Worship
3:00 p.m.
Knitting Group
6:00 p.m.
Connect
Monday, February 21
10:00 a.m.
Staff Meeting
12:00 p.m.
Information due for
March 6 bulletin
Tuesday, February 22
1:00 p.m.
The Walk Group Study
Wednesday, February 23
5:15 p.m.
Eucharist in Carpenter Hall
5:30 p.m.
Meet In The Middle

5:30 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Alleluia Choir
Handbell Rehearsal
Small Groups
Chancel Choir Rehearsal

Thursday, February 24
9:00 a.m.
Newsletter Folding/Mailing
Friday, February 25
Saturday, February 26
Sunday, February 27
8:30 a.m.
Worship
9:15 a.m.
Breakfast
10:00 a.m.
Sunday School
11:00 a.m.
Worship
6:00 p.m.
Connect

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER
Ronnie Rhyne, brother of Connie Atkins
The family of Agnes Horsley who died February 11
Amber, Kristen Surratt’s step-sister
Kristen Neuman and family on the loss of her son Josh Neuman (Anne Harrill)
Kim Ingram and family upon the death of Kim’s grandmother
Valerie Armeen and family upon the death of Valerie's sister, Cherry Norton
Family and friends of Joe Manning who passed away last week
Nicole Stanforth
Sue Ananda, Nicole Stanforth’s grandmother
Doug Moody and family upon the death of Doug’s aunt, Bobbie Moody Davis, on January 27th
The family of Michael Shrauder, especially Vanessa and Paloma, who died on January 24th
Norma Arnold (Trevis and Adrian Lunsford)
Tina Moore’s sister, Anita Elliott
Dottie Moore's mother, Anne Haxton
Carol Weisenauer's daughter, Dr. Cynthia Witt
You can submit prayer requests to prayers@fumcbelmont.org or by clicking this QR code:

