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Welcome to worship! Today is the Second Sunday of Advent and we light the second candle of our
Advent wreath, the candle of love. This Advent, we’re exploring the story of Mary in the hope that her
faith might inspire us to a deeper relationship with her son, our Savior, Jesus Christ.
This week, we turn to Mary with Jesus at the cross, recalling Simeon’s words to her when Jesus was a
small boy in the Temple. Mary had named her son Jesus, which means “Savior.” But, Luke says she
could not fully comprehend all that was in store for him or for us. On the cross it became clear. There
Mary saw, as we see, God’s pure love poured out for us. It is this love that saves us.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

Trio on “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE

arr. David Lasky

Merle Costner, Sue Teeter, Sharon Ryerson

Loving God, we open ourselves to you this Christmas season. As these
candles are lit, restore us by your redeeming grace. Show us the
creative power of hope. Magnify your love within us. Prepare our hearts
to be transformed by you, that we may reflect the light of Christ. Amen.
MUSICAL RESPONSE

Oh, come, Thou Wisdom from on high,
And order all things far and nigh;
To us the path of knowledge show,
and cause us in her ways to go.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to you, O Israel!

*CALL TO WORSHIP
Based on Isaiah 9:2
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;
Those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
on them light has shined.
Come, let us worship the God
Whose light brings hope to a weary world.
*PROCESSIONAL HYMN

“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”

Doreen Eager

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Lord, you came to us when we least expected. We thought that all hope for
humanity was lost, or that it was up to humanity to save ourselves or
we would not be saved, or that some god or other would swoop down from
the heavens and deliver us. Then you came to us in the dark of night,
born to Mary and Joseph; you came to us as a baby. Lord, forgive us when
we don’t see you because we look in the wrong places or because we
expect you to save us with power, majesty, and glory rather than humility,
poverty, and meekness. Lord, help us to experience your birth among
us. You are God with us. God with us not on our terms, but on your terms:
as Jesus, who took upon himself our humanity that we might be brought
back to you. Amen.
*WORDS OF ASSURANCE
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
Glory to God. Amen.
*GLORIA PATRI

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen. Amen.

MOMENTS WITH CHILDREN

Jennifer Martin

PROCLAMATION OF GOD’S WORD
*GOSPEL LESSON
*RESPONSE

SERMON

Luke 1:25-35
This is the Word of God for the People of God. Thanks be to God.

Margie Ligon

My God has done great things for me;
yes, holy is this name.
all people will declare me blessed,
and blessings they shall claim.
The Reverend George Ragsdale

RESPONSE TO GOD’S WORD
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried;
the third day he rose from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
INVITATION TO PRAYER

“May We But Wait”
May we but wait upon Love’s word,
Knowing our prayer is heard.

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION
After each petition we enter into the prayer together with these words:
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE
GIVING OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS
Offertory
“Maria Walks Amid the Thorns”
Maria walks amid the thorns. Kyrie eleison.
Maria walks amid the thorns,
which seven years no leaf has born.
Jesus and Maria.
What ‘neath her heart doth Mary bear? Kyrie eleison.
A little child doth Mary bear,
beneath her heart he nestles there.

Fred Gramann

And as the two are passing near, Kyrie eleison.
Lo! Roses on the thorns appear. Kyrie eleison.
Jesus and Maria.
*Act of Praise

“Doxology”
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God above ye heavenly hosts!
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

THANKSGIVING AND COMMUNION
*TAKING THE BREAD AND CUP
*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of
your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the
name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
... as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.
... now and for ever.
Amen.
*The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespassagainst us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.

*BREAKING THE BREAD
SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you have
given yourself to us. Grant that we may go into the world in the strength
of your Spirit, to give ourselves for others in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

GOING FORTH AS WITNESSES TO THE WORLD
*BENEDICTION
*RECESSIONAL HYMN
*POSTLUDE

“Savior of the Nations, Come”
“O Word of God Incarnate”

R. Powell

*Those who are able please stand.

Welcome to First United Methodist Church of Belmont! We’re glad that you’ve chosen to
worship with us this morning. We invite you to explore all the opportunities we have for children, youth
and adults of all ages and stages of life. We seek to be a community of faith that welcomes all as we
grow to be more like Jesus Christ for our community, loving and serving God and one another in all that
we do.
We’d love to know you joined us for worship this morning!
If you haven’t done so already, please take a moment to sign-in by using this QR
code or sign the attendance pad located at the end of your pew.
If you are a guest with us, we are honored to have you with us. Please stop by one of the tables
by the exit doors as you leave as you leave this morning to receive a small gift and more information
about our church. We look forward to getting to know you in the days to come! Welcome!
Children are always welcome in worship. We celebrate the joy of having little ones worshipping
alongside us! Children's bulletins, Bibles, crayons/markers and more are available on the shelf near the
back of the Sanctuary to help them participate fully. Nurseries are available for children through Pre-K.
Our ushers will be happy to direct you.

Feeding the Children
Help deliver hot lunches to children December 22nd - January 7th. To sign up visit:
www.fumcbelmont.org/feedingthechildren
Scheduled Charge Conference
A charge conference will be held at 10:00 a.m. on Sunday, December 12th.
The Primetimers are going on a road trip to see the Christmas lights in
McAdenville on Tuesday December 7th. Afterwards, stopping for dinner at
Hillbillies BBQ in Lowell . We will take the bus and enjoy the lights, meet us at
FUMC Belmont at 5:00 p.m. Email Doreen if you are interested,
doreen@fumcbelmont.org If you need to be picked up let Doreen know.
SERVICE OF HOPE AND CONSOLATION - Thursday, December 9 at 6:30 p.m.
All who have suffered the death of a loved one or other loss this past year, or are feeling the weight of
particular needs and burdens this holiday season are invited to join us for a special service of hope and
consolation. The service will include scripture, prayers, candles of remembrance, and special music. All
are welcome.
Celebrate Janice Pennington
After 18 years on our staff, our beloved Business Manager, Janice Pennington, is retiring on December 31.
We will be celebrating Janice and her ministry among us during the eleven o’clock worship service on
December 12 to be followed by a luncheon of baked chicken, buttered carrots, smashed potatoes, salad,
and dessert in her honor in Carpenter Hall. We are also collecting a love offering for Janice. You can
place contributions in the offering plate on Sundays through December 26 or mail them to the church
with “Love Offering” in the memo line. Our new Business Administrator, Mark Sutton, will be receiving all
contributions.

The Het of Chrtmа

Concert and Dinner
Sunday, December 19 at 4:00 pm

The deadline for reservations is December 12
Reservations forms are available at one of the tables by the exit doors

YOUTH grades 7-12

FIRST KIDS

YOUNG ADULTS

WEEKLY CALENDAR
Sunday, December 5
8:30 a.m.
Worship
9:15 a.m.
Breakfast
10:00 a.m.
Sunday School
11:00 a.m.
Worship
2:00 p.m.
William Ragsdale Funeral
5:45 p.m.
Worship Team
6:00 p.m.
Connect
Monday, December 6
5:00 p.m.
Primetimers
Tuesday, December 7
Wednesday, December 8
5:00 p.m.
Alleluia Choir
6:00 p.m.
Handbells Rehearsal
7:00 p.m.
Chancel Choir Rehearsal

Thursday, December 9
6:30 p.m.
Hope and Consolation Service
Friday, December 10
7:30 p.m.
Youth Lock Out
Saturday, December 11
Sunday, December 12
8:30 a.m.
Worship
9:15 a.m.
Breakfast
10:00 a.m.
Charge Conference
10:00 a.m.
Sunday School
11:00 a.m.
Worship
12:00 p.m.
Janice Pennington Luncheon
5:45 p.m.
Worship Team
6:00 p.m.
Connect

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER
JJ Ferguson, the infant grandson of Fred Gliddon’s longtime friends
Mary Beth, daughter of Mark and Dottie Moore
Judy Harris and family upon the passing of Judy’s sister-in-law, Yvonne Wallace
The Ragsdale family and friends of William Ragsdale who passed away on November 22nd
Becky Fortenberry’s sister, Ann Featherstone
Yvonne Wallace, sister in law of Judy Harris
Crystal Riley, niece of Judy Harris
Baby Watson, Elizabeth Gray’s great nephew
Gary Cooper, Renee Painter's dad
Michael, Vanessa and Paloma Shrauder
Jimmy Coleman, Linda Smith's brother
Linda Kelly, mother of Shawn Kelly
Bob Atterberry and his wife Elizabeth (Kathy Johnston)
You can submit prayer requests to prayers@fumcbelmont.org or by or by clicking this QR code:

