SERVICE OF WORSHIP
The First Sunday After Christmas – December 26, 2021 – 11:00 a.m.

Adoration of the Christ Child by Gerard van Honthorst (1619-1621)
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

“What Child is This?”
“The First Noel”
Bob Burnette, guitar

*CALL TO WORSHIP
From Psalm 98
Sing to God a new song,
for God has done marvelous things!
Make a joyful noise to God, all the earth,
for God is still doing marvelous things!
Break into joyful song!
Sing praises with lyre and melody and trumpets!
Let the seas roar and the floods clap their hands!
For God is coming to judge the world with righteousness.
God is coming to judge the world with equity.
Sing to God a new song!
*PROCESSIONAL HYMN

“Hark! the Herald Angels Sing”

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Almighty God, you have surprised us with your presence in unexpected
ways. In the expectations of our routine, we have missed the treasure
that you place before us. We come to worship you in community often
expecting nothing more than the usual. We begin our days, our
weeks, assuming all will run as it always has. We do not look for the
unexpected, for your active presence in our daily lives and for that
we confess our sorrow. Forgive us for not allowing our eyes to catch the
unexpected, to glimpse your glory in the ordinary. May this season,
we see the presence of your Son by the power of your Spirit in new and
transformative ways. Amen.
*WORDS OF ASSURANCE
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
Glory to God. Amen.
*GLORIA PATRI

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen. Amen.

MOMENTS WITH CHILDREN

Jennifer Martin

PROCLAMATION OF GOD’S WORD
PSALTER

Psalm 98

O sing to the Lord a new song, for the Lord has done marvelous things! God’s right hand
and holy arm have gotten the victory.
The Lord has declared victory, and has revealed his vindication in the
sight of the nations.
The Lord has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel.
All the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth;
break forth into joyous song and sing praises!
Sing praises to the Lord with the lyre, with the lyre and the sound of melody!
With trumpets and the sound of the horn make a joyful noise before
the Ruler, the Lord!
Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, the world and those who dwell in it!
Let the floods clap their hands; let the hills sing for joy together
before the Lord, who comes to judge the earth. The Lord will judge
the world with righteousness, and the peoples with equity.
*GOSPEL LESSON

John 1:1-14
This is the Word of God for the People of God. Thanks be to God.

SERMON

Sally Bashant

The Reverend George Ragsdale

RESPONSE TO GOD’S WORD
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried;
the third day he rose from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYER OF INTERCESSION
After each petition we enter into the prayer together with these words:
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
GIVING OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS
Offertory
“In the Bleak Midwinter”
Bob Burnette
*Act of Praise

“Doxology”
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God above ye heavenly hosts!
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
*Prayer of Dedication
*The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespassagainst us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.

GOING FORTH AS WITNESSES TO THE WORLD
*BENEDICTION
*RECESSIONAL HYMN
*POSTLUDE

“Joy to the World”
“Go Tell it on the Mountain”
*Those who are able please stand.

Welcome to First United Methodist Church of Belmont! We’re glad that you’ve chosen to
worship with us this morning. We invite you to explore all the opportunities we have for children, youth
and adults of all ages and stages of life. We seek to be a community of faith that welcomes all as we
grow to be more like Jesus Christ for our community, loving and serving God and one another in all that
we do.
We’d love to know you joined us for worship this morning!
If you haven’t done so already, please take a moment to sign-in by using this QR
code or sign the attendance pad located at the end of your pew.
If you are a guest with us, we are honored to have you with us. Please stop by one of the tables
by the exit doors as you leave as you leave this morning to receive a small gift and more information
about our church. We look forward to getting to know you in the days to come! Welcome!
Children are always welcome in worship. We celebrate the joy of having little ones worshipping
alongside us! Children's bulletins, Bibles, crayons/markers and more are available on the shelf near the
back of the Sanctuary to help them participate fully. Nurseries are available for children through Pre-K.
Our ushers will be happy to direct you.

FIRST KIDS
TWEENS grades 4-6

YOUTH grades 7-12

WEEKLY CALENDAR
Sunday, December 26
8:30 a.m.
Worship
9:15 a.m.
Breakfast
10:00 a.m.
Sunday School
11:00 a.m.
Worship

Thursday, December 30
10:00 a.m.
Staff Meeting

Monday, December 27
Church Office Closed

Saturday, January 1
Happy New Year!

Tuesday, December 28
Church Office Closed

Sunday, January 2
8:30 a.m.
Worship
9:15 a.m.
Breakfast
10:00 a.m.
Sunday School
11:00 a.m.
Worship

Wednesday, December 29
12:00 p.m.
Information due for
January 9th bulletin

Friday, December 31
New Year’s Eve

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER
Pray for those that have physical or mental challenges and those that care for them
Lori Giang's mother, Elizabeth Bunce
Lynn McGee (Bob Burnette)
New grandson, Leo and daughter Michelle (Alice Farris)
Jennifer Martin's father, Kent Metz, her mother, Georgia, and the entire Metz family
Cherry Norton and her husband Tommy
The family of Gary Cooper, Renee Painter's father, who died on December 3rd
JJ Ferguson, the infant grandson of Fred Gliddon’s longtime friends
Mary Beth, daughter of Mark and Dottie Moore
Judy Harris and family upon the passing of Judy’s sister-in-law, Yvonne Wallace
The Ragsdale family and friends of William Ragsdale who passed away on November 22nd
Becky Fortenberry’s sister, Ann Featherstone
Yvonne Wallace, sister in law of Judy Harris
Crystal Riley, niece of Judy Harris
Baby Watson, Elizabeth Gray’s great nephew
Michael, Vanessa and Paloma Shrauder
Jimmy Coleman, Linda Smith's brother
You can submit prayer requests to prayers@fumcbelmont.org or by or by clicking this QR code:

