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Good morning and welcome to worship! Today, we begin a new Christian year with the First Sunday of
Advent. Advent means “coming,” and is a special time in the life of the church preparing us for Christ’s
coming at Christmas and also his promised return to fulfill all things. This Advent Season you are invited
to join us as we explore the life of Mary, Jesus’ mother, allowing her courage, strength and faith to guide
us to a deeper relationship with her son, our Savior.
This morning, we remember Mary at the end of her life, recalling ancient church traditions about how
she lived after Jesus’ resurrection and ascension and about her death. Christmas is often a difficult time
for many of us as we face the holidays without those we love. How can Mary’s story encourage us? No
doubt, Mary lived her days with faith and courage, confident that she would one day see her son again.
May we do the same, bringing light to all those in need around us.

PRAISE AND PRAYER
*SONG

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENT
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE

The Sutton Family

Loving God, as we enter this Advent season, we open all the dark places
in our lives to the healing light of Christ. In our grief and sorrow,
show us the creative power of hope. Prepare our hearts to be transformed
by you, that we may reflect in the light of Christ. Amen.
MOMENTS WITH CHILDREN

Jennifer Martin

PROCLAMATION OF GOD’S WORD
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON

Acts 1:8-14

SERMON

Wanda Randolph
The Reverend George Ragsdale

RESPONSE TO GOD’S WORD
PRAYER OF INTERCESSION
After each petition we enter into the prayer together with these words:
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE
As a forgiven and reconciled child of God, you are invited to give your offerings and gifts
to God by placing them in the offering plate when you come forward to receive communion.

THANKSGIVING AND COMMUNION
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Gracious God, we come before you now to express the fear, failure and
confusion that often finds its way into our relationship with you. In
this season of holiday joy and happiness, many of us come to you with
heavy hearts, feeling deeply a sense of great loss. In our grief, we
often lose sight of the assurance of your presence to guide and support
us. We tend toward anger at you and feel cut off when our hurts
overwhelm us. Open us to the understanding that you are the source of
all love. Grant us wisdom to know that you, most of all, can be
trusted. Remind us that you are Emmanuel: God with us. Amen.
WORDS OF ASSURANCE
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
Glory to God. Amen.
*TAKING THE BREAD AND CUP
*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
*THE LORD’S PRAYER
*BREAKING THE BREAD

SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP

“Be Born in Me”
Everything inside me cries for order
Everything inside me wants to hide
Is this shadow, an angel or a warrior?
If God is pleased with me, why am I so terrified?
Someone tell me I am only dreaming
Somehow help me see with Heaven's eyes
And before my head agrees, my heart is on it's knees
Holy is He, blessed am I
Be born in me, be born in me
Trembling heart, somehow I believe
That You chose me
I'll hold you in the beginning
You will hold me in the end
Every moment in the middle
Make my heart your Bethlehem
Be born in me
All this time we've waited for the promise
All this time You've waited for my arms
Did You wrap yourself inside the unexpected
So we might know that love would go that far?
I am not brave
I'll never be
The only thing my heart can offer is a vacancy
I'm just a girl
Nothing more
I am willing, I am Yours

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

GOING FORTH AS WITNESSES TO THE WORLD
*BENEDICTION
*CLOSING SONG

“Hope Has a Name”
*Those who are able please stand

Nichole Nordeman

Welcome to First United Methodist Church of Belmont! We’re glad that you’ve chosen to
worship with us this morning. We invite you to explore all the opportunities we have for children, youth
and adults of all ages and stages of life. We seek to be a community of faith that welcomes all as we
grow to be more like Jesus Christ for our community, loving and serving God and one another in all that
we do.
We’d love to know you joined us for worship this morning! If you haven’t
done so already, please take a moment to sign-in electronically using this QR code.
If you are a guest with us, we are honored to have you with us. Please stop by the welcome
table in the narthex as you leave this morning to receive a small gift and more information about our
church. We look forward to getting to know you in the days to come! Welcome!
Children are always welcome in worship. We celebrate the joy of having little ones worshipping
alongside us! Children’s bulletins, worship bags and liturgy boxes are available in the narthex to help
them participate fully. Nurseries are available for children through Pre-K. Our ushers will be happy to
direct you.
The Primetimers are going on a road trip to see the Christmas lights in
McAdenville on Tuesday December 7th. Afterwards, stopping for dinner at
Hillbillies BBQ in Lowell . We will take the bus and enjoy the lights, meet us at
FUMC Belmont at 5:00 p.m. Email Doreen if you are interested,
doreen@fumcbelmont.org If you need to be picked up let Doreen know.
Feeding the Children
Help deliver hot lunches to children December 22nd - January 7th. To sign up visit:
www.fumcbelmont.org/feedingthechildren
The Heart of Christmas Concert and Dinner - Sunday, December 19 at 4:00 p.m.
The deadline for reservations is December 12. Reservations forms are available in the narthex.
Poinsettia Order forms can be found in the narthex. The deadline to order is December 3rd.

YOUTH grades 7-12

FIRST KIDS

WEEKLY CALENDAR
Sunday, November 28
8:30 a.m.
Worship
9:15 a.m.
Breakfast
10:00 a.m.
Sunday School
11:00 a.m.
Worship
5:45 p.m.
Worship Team
6:00 p.m.
Connect
Monday, November 29
Tuesday, November 30
Wednesday, December 1
5:30 p.m.
Alleluia Choir Rehearsal
6:00 p.m.
Handbells Rehearsal
6:30 p.m.
Encounter
6:30 p.m.
Tweens Small Group
7:00 p.m.
Chancel Choir Rehearsal

Thursday, December 2
Friday, December 3
6:30 p.m.
Movie Night
Saturday, December 4
Sunday, December 5
8:30 a.m.
Worship
9:15 a.m.
Breakfast
10:00 a.m.
Sunday School
11:00 a.m.
Worship
12:15 p.m.
Tween Outing
5:45 p.m.
Worship Team
6:00 p.m.
Connect

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER
The Ragsdale family and friends of William Ragsdale who passed away on November 22nd
Becky Fortenberry’s sister, Ann Featherstone
Yvonne Wallace, sister in law of Judy Harris
Crystal Riley, niece of Judy Harris
Baby Watson, Elizabeth Gray’s great nephew
JJ Ferguson, the infant grandson of Fred Gliddon’s longtime friends
Gary Cooper, Renee Painter's dad
Michael, Vanessa and Paloma Shrauder
Jimmy Coleman, Linda Smith's brother
Linda Kelly, mother of Shawn Kelly
Bob Atterberry and his wife Elizabeth (Kathy Johnston)
John Abernathy, Michael and Leigh Nance's brother-in-law
You can submit prayer requests to prayers@fumcbelmont.org or by or by clicking this QR code:

Celebrate Janice Pennington
After 18 years on our staff, our beloved Business Manager,
Janice Pennington, is retiring on December 31. We will be celebrating
Janice and her ministry among us during the eleven o’clock worship service
on December 12 to be followed by a luncheon in her honor in Carpenter
Hall. We are also collecting a love offering for Janice. You can place
contributions in the offering plate on Sundays through December 26 or
mail them to the church with “Love Offering” in the memo line. Our new
Business Administrator, Mark Sutton, will be receiving all
contributions.

