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Good morning and welcome to worship! Today we celebrate Christ the King Sunday, the culmination of
the Christian calendar, recalling Christ’s promise to return, renew and restore all of creation. Our scripture
comes from Revelation 1:4-8, where St. John describes Jesus’ return to earth. As you listen to the
passage this morning, you might ask yourself: what difference does it make that as Christians, we know
how things will turn out in the end?
This morning we are also concluding our series The Gift of Love: Generosity from the Heart. Today in
worship we offer special prayers for the financial commitments we are making to our church in 2022.
Because we know how the story ends, we are answering God’s call to work here and now for that end:
devoting ourselves to the work of Christ the King. We give generously, confident that ultimately, love
wins.

MUSIC

“Jesus Shall Reign”
Bellisimo Bells

arr. Anna Laura Page

“Shall We Gather at the River”

arr. Margaret Tucker

*CALL TO WORSHIP
Come to worship Jesus Christ, Alpha and Omega,
the one who is, who was, and is to come.
We come to worship the one who rules justly.
Come to worship Jesus Christ, the faithful witness
The firstborn of the dead,
The ruler of the kings of the earth!

Margie Ligon

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

Bread of Heaven, God with us!
Good Shepherd, True Vine!
Eternal Word, Great I AM!
Wonderful Counselor, Prince of Peace!
We come to worship Jesus Christ, King of kings and Lord of lords!
To him be glory and dominion forever and ever! Amen.
*PROCESSIONAL HYMN

“Come, Ye Thankful People, Come”

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Sovereign God, we confess that although we willingly say that “Jesus is King,”
we often fail to bow our knees before him. Instead, we grant our
allegiances to the relationships and material goods of this world. In your
mercy, hear our prayer of confession. Grant us the humility to bow
before you, the Ruler of all nations, so that we may be loyal servants in your
kingdom. Through your son, the King of kings and Lord of lords, Amen.
*WORDS OF ASSURANCE
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
Glory to God. Amen.
*GLORIA PATRI

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen. Amen.

MOMENTS WITH CHILDREN

Jennifer Martin

PROCLAMATION OF GOD’S WORD
PSALTER
All Sing:

Psalm 132
Hail to the Lord’s anointed, great David’s greater Son!
Hail in the time appointed, his reign on earth begun!

O Lord, in David’s favor remember all the hardships he endured; how he swore to the Lord
and vowed to the Mighty One of Jacob,
“I will not enter my house or get into my bed;
I will not give sleep to my eyes or slumber to my eyelids,
until I find a place for the Lord,
a dwelling place for the Mighty One of Jacob”.

All Sing:

He comes with succor speedy to those who suffer wrong;
To help the poor and needy, and bid the weak be strong.

The Lord swore to David a sure oath and from it will not turn back:
“One of the sons of your body I will set on your throne.
I your sons keep my covenant and my testimonies which I shall teach them,
their sons also for ever shall sit upon your throne.”
All Sing:

To him shall prayer unceasing and daily vows ascend;
His kingdom still increasing, a kingdom without end.
The tide of time shall never his covenant remove;
His name shall stand forever; that name to us is love.

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON
Revelation 1:4-8
This is the Word of God for the People of God. Thanks be to God.
SERMON

Larry Hartley

The Reverend George Ragsdale

RESPONSE TO GOD’S WORD
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried;
the third day he rose from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

INVITATION TO PRAYER

“In The Lord I'll Be Ever Thankful”
In the Lord I'll be ever thankful,
in the Lord I will rejoice!
Look to God, do not be afraid.
Lift up your voices, the Lord is near
Lift up your voices, the Lord is near.

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION
After each petition we enter into the prayer together with these words:
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
GIVING OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS
Offertory
“From Everlasting to Everlasting”
Benjamin Harlan
I will extol my God and King and bless thy name forever!
Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised!
Praise thy works and thy mighty acts.
Glory honor and majesty, goodness and mercy are over all the earth!
All thy works shall praise thee, and thy saints shall bless thee.
They shall speak of your glory and power.
To make known your mighty acts and the glories of your Kingdom,
From everlasting to everlasting!
The Lord will lift up all who fall, will raise up those bowed down
And give to them their meat in due season.
He opens wide his arms to every living thing.
The Lord is righteous in all his ways, holy in all his works
And light everlasting.
The Lord is near to those who call him,
Who call on him in truth.
He will hear from them who fear him, and will hear their cry.
The Lord preserveth those who love him,
My mouth will praise him forever.
Let all flesh bless his name forever. Amen.
*Act of Praise

“Doxology”
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God above ye heavenly hosts!
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

*Prayer of Dedication

*The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespassagainst us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.

GOING FORTH AS WITNESSES TO THE WORLD
*BENEDICTION
*RECESSIONAL HYMN
*POSTLUDE

“Crown Him with Many Crowns”
“Now Thank We All Our God”

Anton Leupold

*Those who are able please stand.

Welcome to First United Methodist Church of Belmont! We’re glad that you’ve chosen to
worship with us this morning. We invite you to explore all the opportunities we have for children, youth
and adults of all ages and stages of life. We seek to be a community of faith that welcomes all as we
grow to be more like Jesus Christ for our community, loving and serving God and one another in all that
we do.
We’d love to know you joined us for worship this morning!
If you haven’t done so already, please take a moment to sign-in electronically
using this QR code.
If you are a guest with us, we are honored to have you with us. Please stop by the welcome
table in the narthex as you leave this morning to receive a small gift and more information about our
church. We look forward to getting to know you in the days to come! Welcome!
Children are always welcome in worship. We celebrate the joy of having little ones worshipping
alongside us! Children’s bulletins, worship bags and liturgy boxes are available in the narthex to help
them participate fully. Nurseries are available for children through Pre-K. Our ushers will be happy to
direct you.

WELCOME, NEW MEMBER This morning we are blessed to welcome a new member into our church
family. Joining today at our 8:30 service is Jessica Gray, by Transfer of Membership from First
Presbyterian Church of Belmont. Jessica is joined by her daughter, Isla Westendorf. Welcome, Jessica
and Isla! If you would like more information about joining our church family, please call or email Pastor
George (704-249-0645 or george@fumcbelmont.org).

Intergenerational Advent Workshop Today from 4 - 6pm. This is an event for all ages and stages
where we can fellowship, decorate our worship space, and prepare for the Advent season together. A
simple supper of soup and sandwiches will be provided.
Make sandwiches for A Roof Above November 28th. Drop off sandwiches between 3 - 4:30 pm.
For more details go to www.fumcbelmont.org/sandwich

YOUTH grades 7-12

FIRST KIDS

WEEKLY CALENDAR
Sunday, November 21
8:30 a.m.
Worship
9:15 a.m.
Breakfast
10:00 a.m.
Sunday School
11:00 a.m.
Worship
4:00 p.m.
Advent Workshop
5:45 p.m.
Worship Team
6:00 p.m.
Connect

hursday, November 25

Monday, November 22

Sunday, November 28
8:30 a.m.
Worship
9:15 a.m.
Breakfast
10:00 a.m.
Sunday School
11:00 a.m.
Worship
5:45 p.m.
Worship Team
6:00 p.m.
Connect

Tuesday, November 23
Wednesday, November 24

Church Office Closed

Friday, November 26
Saturday, November 27

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER
Jimmy Coleman, Linda Smith's brother
Linda Kelly, Shawn Kelly's mother
Bob Atterberry and his wife Elizabeth (Kathy Johnston)
The Nance family upon the death of Michael’s father, Ed Nance
Andrew, boyfriend of Larry and Angela Bradmon's daughter, Carla
John Abernathy, Michael and Leigh Nance's brother-in-law
Bruce and Robin McCarter, friends of Dottie and Mark Moore
Wanda Randolph and family on the death of her sister, Pam Norris
Family and friends of Carrie Jones and David Brinkley on the death of their grandmother, Lala Myers

You can submit prayer requests to prayers@fumcbelmont.org or by or by clicking this QR code:

OUR STAFF
Carole Bertino | Administrative Assistant
Doreen Eager | Director of Adult Discipleship
Margie Ligon | Director of Missions, Youth & Young Adult Ministry
Jennifer Martin | Director of Children’s Ministry
Janice Pennington | Business Manager
George Ragsdale | Senior Pastor
Ellen Robison | Minister of Worship and the Arts
Linda Smith | Director of the Child Development Center
Mark Sutton | Business Administrator

Celebrate Janice Pennington
After 17 years on our staﬀ, our beloved Business Manager,
Janice Pennington, is retiring on December 31. We will be celebrating
Janice and her ministry among us during the eleven o’clock worship
service on December 12 to be followed by a reception in her honor in
Carpenter Hall. We are also collecting a love oﬀering for Janice. You can
place contributions in the oﬀering plate on Sundays through December
26 or mail them to the church with “Love Oﬀering” in the memo line. Our
new Business Administrator, Mark Sutton, will be receiving all
contributions.
DON'T FORGET TO PLACE
YOUR POINSETTIA ORDER

The order form is
located inside
your bulletin.
Deadline to order is
December 3rd

