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Good morning and welcome to worship! This morning we begin a new series focused on our
congregation’s core value of living generously. In today’s scripture, Jesus speaks to a scribe about the
greatest commandments in the law. Jesus confirms that we are to love God completely with all that we
have and all that we are, and that we are to love our neighbor as we love ourself. Love is at the heart of
the Gospel’s call and claim on us. Living generously is an expression of our love.
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

“The Souls of the Righteous”

*CALL TO WORSHIP
Based on Psalm 146
Praise the God of love.
We rejoice in this abundant love.
Praise the God of hope.
We sing praise for this life-giving hope.
Praise the God of new beginnings.
We give thanks for this chance at new life.
*PROCESSIONAL HYMN

T. Tertius Noble
Jennifer Martin

“A Mighty Fortress is Our God”

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
How often, O Lord, have we believed that the greatest commandment is our
love for ourselves solely. We have not heard the cries of those in need;
we have turned our backs on opportunities to serve you by serving others.
Many times we have thought only of our own wants and desires and
ignored the needs of others. Help us to truly understand the commandments
to love you with all our heart, soul, strength, and mind. Let us care for
our neighbors both far and near. Bring us back to your loving light. For we
ask these things in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.

*WORDS OF ASSURANCE
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
Glory to God. Amen.
*GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen. Amen.
MOMENTS WITH CHILDREN

PROCLAMATION OF GOD’S WORD
PSALTER

Psalm 146

RESPONSE

R
Praise the Lord!
Praise the Lord, O my soul!
I will praise the Lord as long as I live;
I will sing praises to my God while I have being.
Put not your trust in princes,
in mortals, in whom there is no help.
Their breath departs, they return to the earth;
on that very day their plans perish.
Happy are those whose help is in the God of Jacob,
whose hope is in the Lord, their God,
Who made heaven and earth,
the sea, and all that is in them;
who keeps faith for ever;
who executes justice for the oppressed;
who gives food to the hungry. R

The Lord sets the prisoners free;
the Lord opens the eyes of the blind.
The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down;
the Lord loves the righteous.
The Lord watches over the sojourners,
and upholds the widow and the orphan;
but the Lord brings the way of the wicked to ruin.
The Lord will reign for ever,
your God, O Zion, from generation to generation.
Praise the Lord! R
*GOSPEL LESSON

Mark 12:28-34
Adrian Lunsford
This is the Word of God for the People of God. Thanks be to God.

SERMON

The Reverend George Ragsdale

RESPONSE TO GOD’S WORD
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried;
the third day he rose from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

INVITATION TO PRAYER

“In The Lord I'll Be Ever Thankful”
In the Lord I'll be ever thankful,
in the Lord I will rejoice!
Look to God, do not be afraid.
Lift up your voices, the Lord is near
Lift up your voices, the Lord is near.

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION
After each petition we enter into the prayer together with these words:
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
GIVING OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS
Offertory
“The Lord is My Shepherd”
Sally Bashant, Bruce Snyder, soloists
The Lord is my shepherd; therefore can I lack nothing.
He shall feed me in a green pasture,
And lead me forth beside the waters of comfort.
He shall convert my soul
and bring me forth in the paths of righteousness,
for His Name’s sake.
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil; For Thou art with me:
Thy rod and Thy staff comfort me.
Thou shalt prepare a table before me
Against them that trouble me:
Thou has anointed my head with oil and my cup shall be full.
But Thy loving kindness and mercy
Shall follow me all the days of my life:
And I shall dwell in the house of the Lord, forever.
*Act of Praise

“Doxology”
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God above ye heavenly hosts!
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

*Prayer of Dedication

John Rutter

*The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespassagainst us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.

GOING FORTH AS WITNESSES TO THE WORLD
*BENEDICTION
*RECESSIONAL HYMN
*POSTLUDE

“More Love to Thee, O Christ”
“Ein feste burg”

arr. C. Callahan

*Those who are able please stand.
Welcome to First United Methodist Church of Belmont! We’re glad that you’ve chosen to
worship with us this morning. We invite you to explore all the opportunities we have for children, youth
and adults of all ages and stages of life. We seek to be a community of faith that welcomes all as we
grow to be more like Jesus Christ for our community, loving and serving God and one another in all that
we do.
We’d love to know you joined us for worship this morning!
If you haven’t done so already, please take a moment to sign-in electronically
using this QR code.
If you are a guest with us, we are honored to have you with us. Please stop by the welcome
table in the narthex as you leave this morning to receive a small gift and more information about our
church. We look forward to getting to know you in the days to come! Welcome!
Children are always welcome in worship. We celebrate the joy of having little ones worshipping
alongside us! Children’s bulletins, worship bags and liturgy boxes are available in the narthex to help
them participate fully. Nurseries are available for children through Pre-K. Our ushers will be happy to
direct you.

FIRST KIDS

TWEENS grades 4-6

Uncommon & Weird Sightings
of God’s word in everyday life
Grades 4th-6th
Wednesdays 6:30-7:30
Meets in the Youth House

YOUTH grades 7-12

WEEKLY CALENDAR
Sunday, October 31
8:30 a.m.
Worship
9:15 a.m.
Breakfast
10:00 a.m.
Sunday School
11:00 a.m.
Worship

6:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Slimed!
Encounter
Why?
Chancel Choir Rehearsal

Thursday, November 4
Monday, November 1
7:00 p.m.
Charge Conference
Tuesday, November 2
Deadline for Nov. 14
bulletin information
Wednesday, November 3
5:15 p.m.
Holy Communion
5:30 p.m.
Meet in the Middle
5:30 p.m.
Alleluia Choir
6:00 p.m.
Handbell Rehearsal
6:30 p.m.
Tweens

Friday, November 5
7:00 p.m.
Square 2
Saturday, November 6

Sunday, November 7
8:30 a.m.
Worship
9:15 a.m.
Breakfast
10:00 a.m.
Sunday School
11:00 a.m.
Worship

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER
Ed Nance, Michael Nance's father
John Abernathy, Michael and Leigh Nance's brother-in-law
Bruce and Robin McCarter, friends of Dottie and Mark Moore
Martha Taylor
Wanda Randolph and family on the death of her sister, Pam Norris
Family and friends of Carrie Jones and David Brinkley on the death of their grandmother, Lala Myers
Debbie Adams, Wanda Randolph's sister, and their family on the death of Debbie's son, Brandon
Susan Austin
The family and friends of Jane Biddix on the death of her son, Lee
Merle Costner
Mark Ressa and family, friend of Catherine Ragsdale
You can submit prayer requests to prayers@fumcbelmont.org or by or by clicking this QR code:

On All Saints Sunday, November 7th, we will celebrate the saints
who have gone before us with all Christians of every place and
time. We will share in Holy Communion at both services and also
have a special photo montage of the saints we have loved and lost
over the years, especially remembering the saints of our church
who have died in the last year.

Nov. 3 menu:

Baked Lasagna,
Salad, Rolls,
Dessert
5:30 to 6:30 p.m.
Meals cost FUMC $8 per adult.
We’re asking those who join us to
contribute what they can.
Children’s meals will be free.

