SERVICE OF WORSHIP
January 9, 2022 – 11:00 a.m.
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Good morning and welcome to worship! This morning we begin a new worship series, The Walk: 5
Essential Practices of the Christian Life. Over the next six weeks, we’ll talk about the basic things we do
that make us Christian, remembering always that being Christian is a journey in grace. What God wants
most is that we are always moving closer to God, learning and growing in faith. That’s the call God
makes to us in Christian baptism, which we reaffirm this morning as we remember and celebrate
Christ’s own baptism in the Jordan River. Later in the service, you’ll be invited to come forward, touch
the water, and recommit yourself to Christ. If you have not been baptized, Pastor George would be
honored to speak with you after the service about being baptized. You are still invited to come forward
and touch the water as a sign of your faith.
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”

arr. Paul Manz

*CALL TO WORSHIP
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God;
The holy habitation of the Most High.
The Lord pours forth rivers from bare mountains, and fountains in valleys’ depths.
God opens rocks, and water gushes out.
On dry thirsty land God springs forth streams in the desert.
In the Spirit-filled water, there is life, abundant and overflowing.
*PROCESSIONAL HYMN

“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Merciful God, in baptism you promise forgiveness and new life, making us
your beloved sons and daughters, part of the body of Christ. We
confess that we remain preoccupied with false selves, separated from you
and from our sisters and brothers in Christ. We cling to destructive
habits, hold grudges, and show reluctance to welcome one another; we

allow the past to hold us hostage. In your loving kindness, have
mercy on us, and set us free. As we gather at your font and table together,
fill us with courage to do what you give us to do, to say what you give
us to say, and to become who you have called us to become, in Jesus’ Name.
Amen.
*WORDS OF ASSURANCE
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
Glory to God. Amen.
*GLORIA PATRI

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen. Amen.

MOMENTS WITH CHILDREN

Jennifer Martin

PROCLAMATION OF GOD’S WORD
*GOSPEL LESSON

Luke 3: 15-17, 21-22
Paloma Shrauder
This is the Word of God for the People of God. Thanks be to God.

SERMON

The Reverend George Ragsdale

RESPONSE TO GOD’S WORD
INVITATION TO PRAYER

“Spirit of the Living God”
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.
Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me.
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION
After each petition we enter into the prayer together with these words:
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
THANKSGIVING OVER THE WATER
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried;
the third day he rose from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
THE RENEWAL OF BAPTISM
You are invited to come forward, touch the water, and remember your baptism.
GIVING OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS
Offertory
“Down to the River to Pray”
As I went down to the river to pray, Studyin’ about that good old way
And who shall wear the starry crown; Good Lord, show me the way.
O sisters let’s go down, come on down, Down to the river to pray.
Shall we gather at the river, Where bright angel feet have trod,
With it’s crystal tide forever Flowing by the throne of God.
*Act of Praise

“Doxology”
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God above ye heavenly hosts!
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

*Prayer of Dedication
*The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.

GOING FORTH AS WITNESSES TO THE WORLD
*BENEDICTION
*RECESSIONAL HYMN
*POSTLUDE

“Baptized in Water”
“Trumpet Minuet”

Alfred Hollins

*Those who are able please stand.
Welcome to First United Methodist Church of Belmont! We’re glad that you’ve chosen to
worship with us this morning. We invite you to explore all the opportunities we have for children, youth
and adults of all ages and stages of life. We seek to be a community of faith that welcomes all as we
grow to be more like Jesus Christ for our community, loving and serving God and one another in all that
we do.
We’d love to know you joined us for worship this morning!
If you haven’t done so already, please take a moment to sign-in by using this QR code or
sign the attendance pad located at the end of your pew.
If you are a guest with us, we are honored to have you with us. Please stop by one of the tables
by the exit doors as you leave as you leave this morning to receive a small gift and more information
about our church. We look forward to getting to know you in the days to come! Welcome!
IS IT TIME TO RENEW YOUR SAFE SANCTUARY CERTIFICATION?
Check your email for renewal instructions. Failure to renew your certification during your renewal month
will require you to attend a face to face training to reinstate your certification.
Questions? Contact Margie Ligon margie@fumcbelmont.org
M. L. King, Jr, Unity Day
The City of Belmont will host the annual Unity Day service in memory of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., on
Monday, January 17 at 7:00 p.m. Because of the pandemic the service will be virtual and available for
viewing on the City of Belmont website (https://www.cityofbelmont.org). Music will be provided by
choirs and groups from area churches and the guest speaker will be the former pastor of First United
Methodist Church, the Reverend Mark Andrews.
FUMC’S GOT TALENT scheduled for tonight at 5:00 p.m. has been postponed.
KNITTING GROUP RESUMES on today at 3:00 p.m. in room 400. Pros and beginners are welcome.
The first project will be a simple dish cloth pattern. Bring size 7 straight needle (10 in.) and Sugar and
Cream yarn from Walmart. Contact Cindy Jenkins with questions.

RUTH CIRCLE RESUMES
Women of all ages, join us Thursday, January 13 at 6:30 p.m. at Hickory Tavern in Gastonia for supper.
Stay for Jukebox Bingo at 7:00. RSVP to Carrie Jones.

YOUTH grades 7-12

FIRST KIDS

TWEENS grades 4-6

WEEKLY CALENDAR
Sunday, January 9
8:30 a.m.
Worship
9:15 a.m.
Breakfast
10:00 a.m.
Sunday School
11:00 a.m.
Worship
3:00 p.m.
Knitting Group
5:00 p.m.
Connect

Wednesday, January 12
6:00 p.m.
Handbell Rehearsal
7:00 p.m.
Chancel Choir Rehearsal
Thursday, January 13
6:30 p.m.
Ruth Circle
Friday, January 14

Monday, January 10
10:00 a.m.
Staff Meeting
12:00 p.m.
Information due for
January 23 bulletin
7:00 p.m.
Service & Mission Meeting
7:30 p.m.
Children’s Council
Tuesday, January 11

Saturday, January 15
Sunday, January 16
8:30 a.m.
Worship
9:15 a.m.
Breakfast
10:00 a.m.
Sunday School
11:00 a.m.
Worship
3:00 p.m.
Knitting Group
5:00 p.m.
Connect

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER
Kellyann Schuler and family (Ann McKenney)
Pray for those that have physical or mental challenges and those that care for them
Lori Giang's mother, Elizabeth Bunce
Lynn McGee (Bob Burnette)
New grandson, Leo and daughter Michelle (Alice Farris)
Jennifer Martin's father, Kent Metz, her mother, Georgia, and the entire Metz family
Cherry Norton and her husband Tommy

You can submit prayer requests to prayers@fumcbelmont.org or by or by clicking this QR code:

Sign up to enter your Chili in our
FUMC's Chili Cook Off.
Is your recipe hot and spicy
or sweet and savory?
We will find out who has
the best Chili.
Come and join the fun.
February 6th at 5 p.m.
in Carpenter Hall.

